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Seconp SESSION, 


Governor-General, 

His Excellency ‘the Right Honorable Sir RoOnaLpD CRAUFURD..MUNRO FERGUSON, a Member 
of His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in 
and over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Australian WMational War Government, 


(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) 
Prime Minister and Attorney-General e. The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C. 


Minister for the Navy... oh ee The Right Honorable Joseph Cook, P.O. 
Treasurer ace ae aS Right Honorable Sir John Yorrest, PO GC GeM Ge 
Minister for Defence comune Honorable George Fuster Pearce. 


Vice-President of the Executive Council ... ‘The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Littleton Krnest Groom (16th November, 1917). 


Minister for Repatriatioa The Honorable Edward Davis Millen (from 28th September, ae 


Minister for Works vcd Railways .. The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Minister for Home aud Territories ee. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.C. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... «- The Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Postmaster-General eee eee ee Lhe Honorable William Webster. 

Honorary Minister aa ae eq Lhe Honorabie Littleton Ernest Groom. 


Honorary Minister rite eee eee The Honorable Edward John Russell. 


Australian Wationa, lac Government. 


(From 10th January, 1918.) 
Prime Minister and Attorney-General .. he Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.O. 
Minister for the rhe eer sie ee The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
Treasurer =a ook ee The Right Honorable Lord Forrest. P.C., G.O.M.G. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (27th March, 1918) 


Minister for Defencs en cn ee The Honcrable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation see ee The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Minister for Works and Railways ee The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 


Succeeded by 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). 


Minister for Home and Territories «. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Minister for Trade and Oustoms ... «. The Honorable Jens August Jensen.+ 
Succeeded by 
The Honvrable William Alexander Watt (13th December, 1918), 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 1919). 
Postmaster-General- eee The Honorable William Webster. 


Vice-President of the Executive Council vee The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). 


Honorary Minister soe vee we The Honorable Edward John Russell. 

(Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 
1918). 

Honorary Minister coe ese eee The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 

Honorary Minister ore oon ee The Honorable George Henry Wise.* 

Honorary Minister = aes eee The Honorable Walter Massy Greene. (Appointed Minister for Trade and 
Customs, 17th January, 1919.)* 

Honorary Minister The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.** 


* Appointed 26th Marc 


**Resigned from office, 3lst January, 1919. 
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President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 
Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 


1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
Barker, Stephen (V.) Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) 
Barnes, John (V.) 1McDougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 

Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S.W.) 
Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) +Mulcahy, Hon. Edward (T.) 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) Needham, Edward (W.A.) 

De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) Newland, John (S.A.) 

Earle, Hon. John (T.) O’Keefe, Hon. David John (T.) 
Fairbairn, George (V.) O’Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vincent, 
Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) V.D. (8.A.) 

Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) 
Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S.W.) Plain, William (V.) 

Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S.W.) 
Grant, John (N.S.W.) Reid, Matthew (Q.) 

Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S. A.) Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (S.A.) 

Guy, James (Tea Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 
Henderson, George (W.A.) Senior, William (S.A.) - 

Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) 
*] Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 


i Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 12th July, 1917. * Resignation renorted, 20th December, 1918. 
+ Appointed by State Parliament, 15th January, 1919.——Sworn 26th June, 1919. 
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Pie em, & upply Bill (No. 1) 
Tal ae i 7 
up the London front. 
_ thought that I am challenging the High 
-  Commissioner’s vote out of pique at my 
_ treatment, and I make this explanation 
to remove that impression. I challenge 
the yote because I would like to know 
_ what are the duties of the High Commis- 
sioner, and what is the use of his office. 
- On my way home, I read the Age news- 
paper on this matter. Having referred to 
the various Ministers who are now at 
Home, itasked the same question. I admit 


¥ 


that I am not aware what the High 
_ Commissioner’s duties are, though I con- 
__ eeive that he acts diplomatically in re- 
gard to loans, the finances generally, 


and other Commonwealth business. 
When I was overseas, I saw that the 
_ Prime Minister had. decided to stay in 
_ England for the express purpose of nego- 
_ tiating the sale of our wheat, wool, and 
metals, and to attend to demobilization, 
and with that in view, he wired to his 
_ eonstituents af Bendigo asking whether 
_ they were agreeable to his remaining. So 
far as I know, the honorable gentleman 
ane didnot say that he had asked his col- 
_ leagués whether he could be spared. In 
addition to him and the Minister for the 
Navy (Sir Joseph Cook), there is now the 
_ Minister for Defence (Senator Pearce) in 
_ London;..and hence the press asks what 
_ the High Commissioner is there for. I 
_ think the expense of this office is rather 
extravagant, though I know it plays up 
40 society. I do not wish to make a Bol- 
_ shevik speech. The honorable member 
for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) shakes his 
head, but I know that if I, as a working 
man, went Home, and he were there at 
the same time, he would see much more 
of the Commissioner than myself. Aus- 
tralia is paying a most exorbitant price 
for a figure head, and this is not in ac- 
cordance with the Democratic ideals of 
this country. All these expenses have to be 
met by the workers. It does not matter in 
which way we impose taxation, there is a 
process of filtration whereby it ultimately 
reaches the labourer, who cannot pass it 
on, and necessarily must pay. It is due 
to the Prime Minister to make a clear, 
_ plain statement of the functions and 
duties of the High Commissioner at 
Home. I do not say he does not fill an 
_ Office necessary in some degree, but I think 
ee. S86 BR ‘ 
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he is simply a figure head for the social 
caste of Australia in Great Britain, and 
J think that when I express my opinion 
I am voicing the sentiments of those who 
sent me here. When Lord Jellicoe visited 
South Australia he attended a ball given 
by the Mayor of Adelaide, and I have 
to say that there were very few diggers 
there. JI myself had not an invitation, 
because, perhaps, I do not come from 
the right pclitical element. Every one 
was there who counted in society, and, 
above all, F. H. Snow, they tell me, was 
an invited guest. I do not cite this ball 
as an argument against the High Commuis- 
sioner’s office, but as a comparison and 
a contrast. Unless some justification can 
be given that will satisfy the working 
community, I think that the Chief Officer 
of the High Commissioner’s office could 
do the work, as, in my opinion, he really 
does, while Mr. Fisher wears the rosettes. 

Mr. Warr.—It was the representatives 
of the working community that appointed 
a High Commissioner. 

Mr. YATES.—I admit that our party 
when in power did a lot of things which 
honorable members opposite say we did, 
and some of these things I should not 
have done myself. However, I commend 
the Labour Government for sending one 
of our own side Home, because it is so 
seldom that we have an opportunity to 
put any of our people into positions of 
the kind. The time may come again ~ 
when we shall have to fill the position if 
it continues to exist, but that does not 
argument that .the 
position is not justified. As to the 
Prime Minister and the Minister for the 
Navy representing us at the Peace Con- 
ference, we were not over-represented by 
them if we had to be represented at all; 
and I hope their work will reflect credit 
on themselves, and be of benefit to Aus- 
traha. It is not the time to argue about 
what they have done; but they have not 
done what I went to fight for. I went 
to.get the blood of those who made the 
war, and to see that they were left to 
lament. However, none of the top-dogs 
have been killed up to now, though the 
Socialist leader, who stuck to his guns, 
went down, and is now’ kicking up the 
daisies. The whole question will have 
to be faced some time or other. The 
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honorable member for Prisbane eee out 
a good case; and whatever trouble does 


arise in Australia will come, not 
only from the industrial classes, but 
from the soldiers the promises. to 
whom have not been honoured. 


But it will come without the bloodshed 
which has been witnessed in Russia, 
and we shall surely gain the _ bene- 
ficial results ‘which those men fought 
for. Reverting to the High Com- 
missioner and the ‘‘ rosette’’ business— 
when we look at the whole of the cost set 
down it represents a tidy sum; and all for 
what purpose? If it were going to con- 
fer on Australia anything like an adequate 
return for the expenditure I would not 
eriticise. But, on behalf of those who 
have to foot the bill, I call upon the Go- 
vernment to make clear exactly what the 
position is. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [11.17].—The 
Government are loth to control or lmit 
discussion. I remind honorable members, 
however, that there will be an excellent 
opportunity following upon this debate, 
for a general discussion of the policy 
of the Government; I refer to the 
motion for~ the printing of the 
document containing the Ministerial 
proposals. If honorable members will 
assist the Government, we do not desire 
to avoid or abolish that debate. 
want honorable members to have a 
reasonable chance to discuss 
subjects therein referred to. But it 
should not be forgotten that, whatever 
Government may be in power, certain 
payments /have to be met. There are no 
politics in a Supply Bill. If honorable 
members opposite were here on the Trea- 
sury benches—which God forbid—the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) or some one of his colleagues 
would now be trying to achieve what J 
am endeavouring to do, namely, to get 
money for the Public Service. 

Mr. Tupor.—And honorable members 
opposite us, who are now dumb, would 
be kicking up the biggest row with respect 

-.to the actions of those in power. 

Mr. WATT.—No, they would not be 
doing that; they would be contributing 
to the education of those in oceupation of 


We. 
the _ 


_ the Giiveer ane benches, | ~ al eee ( 
would be doing so in that clas 
that has distinguished them 

they have chanced to be 
position. There are certain oe 
due, whether we 2 like it or es nex’ 


that if Haters 3.30 p.m. ‘to-m 
they will permit this Bill to gt 
to the Senate, so as to allow public « 
to be ae within the time requisite u nd di 
the Audit Act, opportunity . will — 
afforded for full ianmeih of Govern- 
ment business. I consent, therefore, no 
to the reporting of progress. . 
Progress reported. 


PAPERS. 


Ordered to be printed. 


Sheepskins—British Imperial cpr 


son 1917-18. 
Public Service ActPromotion at lH, 


Senate. 
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read prayers. 


BUTTER POOL. 
Prices CHarcrep IN WESTERN Aus 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I ask the 
ister representing the Minister for 
and Customs if his attention has 
drawn to a telegram from Perth a) 
ing in this morning’s Age stating 
merchants of that city are prot 
against the charges for butter which a: 
being made by the Federal Butter Board 
and ‘claiming that the Melbourn parity 


should obtain. it fuel vwill 
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1arges being made? ~ 
1; sake RUSSELL.—I have. not had 
my attention drawn to the telegram re- 
red to, but if the honorable senator will 
et me have a copy of it I shall secure a 
eet for . eine: at the earliest possible 


! "RECOGNITION OF 
~~ GALLANTRY. 


ae BAKHAP.—I ask the Leader 
| xy the Senate if he has any recollection of 
am atter I brought under his notice which 
_ had special reference to an act of gal- 


e - Suseata on a vessel captured by 
| Ge rman raider Wolf, and on which 
T under- 
eShat. this officer’s gallant act has 
ne 4 | recognised by the British Board of 
i rade, but seeing that there were Aus- 
tre ‘aliane women and children indebted to 
Popeenen I have asked whether the 
xovernment perpose taking any action to 
ognise it. 

~ Senator MILLEN. ——My recollection of 


ge is that, alee upon the 


ne 
, Ot 
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senator, J informed him 
a Pearnnient were then in com- 
inieation with the Home authorities re- 
ding the matter. As the honorable 
nator has again directed my attention 
to the. matter, I shall ascertain what. has 


"Senator Baxuar.—The British Board 

of ‘rade recognised this man’s gallantry 

;_ presenting him with @ silver cup. I 

iis cm that the Commonwealth Govern- 

me ment might give him an inscribed watch, 
pearothing of the sort. | 


te sell 
rie ‘TRADE MARKS BILL. 
sil _ presented, and (on motion by 
a ee) read a first time. 


~ PAPUA. 


Baa McDOUGALL.—I ‘ak the 

er representing the Minister for 

Home and Territories if he will make 

aval Sata to the Senate any communica- 

ions that axe taken place. between the 
. 16 R et 

phe ee 


od 
re 


ry | Sitraiage by a Spanish officer 


-will cease. 


perial Government on the subject of the 
development of the oil fields of Papua? 

Senator RUSSELL.—I shall bring the 
honorable senator’s request under the 
notice of the Minister for Home and Ter-— 
ritories, and shall let him know the result 
later on. 


MINISTERIAL STATEMENT. 

Debate resumed from 26th June (vide 
page 10121), on motion by Senator 
Miritmn— 

That the paper be printed: 

Senator O'KEEFE (Tasmania) [11.10]. 
—When the debate was adjourned last 
evening I was referring to the question of 
shipping. I asked the Minister if he 
could give the Senate some assurance that 
ships belonging to the Commonwealth 
would, when their existing contracts had 
been completed, be employed entirely in 
connexion with the Australian trade, 
either between the States or between Aus- 
tralia and other countries. 
Senator Russell to reply that the ships 
are to be kept here, and I should like to 
know whether that reply refers to the 
Commonwealth line of steamers, or in ad- 


dition, to steamers privately owned -and 


at. present under the control of the Go- 
vernment. 

Senator Russert.—The policy has to 
be determined. Owing to the fact that 
the ships are worth elsewhere four times 


their value on the Australian coast, it 


will be considered by the Government, 


Senator O’KEEFE.—Does the Minis< ~ 


ter refer to the Commonwealth line of 
steamers ? Hs 

Senator RussEtt.—To all ships. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—I do not think 
that the Minister is intentionally obscure, 
but it must be remembered that when the 
War Precautions Act is out of the way, 
the control by the Commonwealth -Go- 
vernment of privately owned shipping — 
I take it, therefore, that the 
Minister*s reply refers to ships entirely 
owned by the Commonwealth. Perhaps — 
the Minister will say definitely whether 
that is so. 


The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Senator 


Shannon ).—Order! The Standing Orders — 
are distinctly eeainnt the honorable — 


IT understood — 


* 
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M inistercal . 


senator seeking a reply to a question in 
‘he course of his speech. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—We have been 
allowed by most Presidents to shghtly 
transgress the Standing Orders to enable 
an honorable senator to obtain a reply to 
a question by an. interjection from a 
Minister with the object of shortening 
debate. However, I bow to your ruling, 
sir, and I take it that the Minister’s reply 
refers to all ships owned by the Common- 
wealth and over which.the Government 
have absolute control. I understand that 
those ships are to be engaged in Aus- 
tralian trade. 

Senator Russrext.—Does the honorable 
senator mean on the coast of Australia? 

Senator O’KEKFE.—No; I mean on 
the coast of Australia—between State and 
State—and also in carrying Australian 
produce overseas and bringing cargo on 
the return voyage to Australia. 

Senator RussreLtyu.—That has always 
been done, except where boats have been 
requisitioned by the British Admiralty 
for war purposes. That practice will be 
continued. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—The paragraph 
dealing with the matter in the Ministerial 
statement is somewhat vague, and leaves 
the impression that as bigger profits might 
be earned in other trading, the Govern- 
ment might consider the use of the Com- 
monwealth steam-ships in other than Aus- 
tralian trade. 

Senator RusseLtt.—No; the statement 
refers to privately owned boats under 
requisition. 

Senator O’K EEFE.—That is the reply I 
wanted. Owing to the lamentable scarcity 
of shipping between the mainland and 
Tasmania, trade with that State has 
been disorganized, its producers have been 
ruined, its consumers are compelled to 
pay even higher rates for articles of daily 
necessity than the high rates obtaining on 
the mainland. Representations on the 
subject were made by the Premier of 
Tasmania two or three weeks ago, but so 
far no reply thas been received. “That is 
the usual thing, and I make the state- 
ment deliberately because the Acting 
Prime Minister took some weeks to reply 
to a most important business communica- 
tion sent him by the Premier of Tasmania 
on behalf of the people of that State. The 


er 


request was made that, as soon. ee two Af B 
the ships could be released, one should be 
employed upon the trade between the 
mainland and Hobart, and the other be-_ 
tween the mainland and Launceston. I __ 
trust that, even now, the Government will 
pay some ‘heed to the request. Yesterday . 
evening, when referring to the Federal 
and State quarantine regulations, and to — 
Tasmania having neglected to comply 
with the Federal quarantine officials’ re- 
quests, Senator Russell interjected, “ The 
Tasmanian Government have refused to 
allow troops to land from a clean trans- — 
port.” I remarked that I was not aware — 
of the incident. . 


Senator Muncany.—lI do not think that ae 
the statement was correct. 


Senator Russrryt.—The point is that 
boats which were declared clean in West- 
ern Australia, South Australia, and Vic- 
toria still had to ere e quarantine 4 i 
in Tasmania. , oF 

Senator O'KEEFE. By attondeds tals 
Jarge and united public meeting at Laun-— 
ceston; there were representatives of all 
parties present. Several motions were 
unanimously agreed - to, the most im- — 
portant of which was to ‘the effect that Iie 
a transport were clean, the Tasmanian — 
quota on board should not be subjected to | 
the additional and unnecessary risk of — 
being sent into an infected port, but — 
should be permitted to land direct on me 
northern coast of Tasmania. i ae 

Senator Russetr.—One of the rouble g 
was that the boats were held up owing to 
the strike, and I refused to allow the 
soldiers to man them. ie 

Senator O) KEEFE.—This was before | 
the strike. . 

Senator Russrrt.—The seamen’s ‘strike 
was over the quarantine conditions. 

Senator O7KEEFE.—But I am ‘refe 
ring to the situation before the strike. 
Tasmania was a clean State. Thank God, 
we were free of the scourge! ~ 

Senator Russeri.—And it 1s too big a a 
thing to be made a party issue.  — 

Senator O7KEEFE.—It has not been 
made a party issue. aaa’ 

Senator Rerm.—In some of the States, . 
it has been, anyhow. 
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oT oat . Sade M inisteriad 
iat” Me: etiiator O’KEEFE.—Not in Tasmania. 
The public meeting held at Launceston 
forwarded its resolutions through the 
State Premier. The people of the island 
» State requested that returning Tasmanian 
_ soldiers on clean transports should not be 
compelled to go to the infected port of 
Melbourne, but should be permitted to 
land at the mouth of the Tamar, or even 
at Burnie—-whichever was the more con- 
__ venient port for the ship. 

Senator Russrrx.—That was done dur- 
ing the height of the influenza outbreak, 
by special consent of the British Ad- 
-_miralty. The boats came into Port 
- Phillip, but did not touch land. They 


went on to Tasmania before being de- 
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RR. spatched to Sydney or Brisbane. ‘There 
Was no contact at Melbourne. 

Teak. ' Senator O’KEEFE.—That is a long 
while ago. I want to know why it has 
not been established as a continuous prac- 
eee 4108. : 

ye a Senator Russrtxu.—I have held up a 


boat \at the Heads, and picked up Tas- 
- manians from at least ten transports, so 
____ that they should not become contacts at 
vitae the infected port of Melbourne. 


ASA, 


--~Senator O’KEEFE.—And they were 


taken to Hobart. 

—--—s Senator Russzru.—Yes. | 
aye : Senator O7KEEFE.—Why, then, has 
_ the practice been discontinued? For 


months past, Tasmanians have been 
surging simple and reasonable requests. 
Senator Russrrt.—I did not permit one 
__ goldier to be landed in an infected State 
__when that could be avoided. _ 
____ - Senator 07K EEFE.—The fact remains 
___ that for months soldiers coming in on clean 
2 transports have been landed at the infected 
| port of Melbourne, and have had to remain 
in this city for some weeks before being 
taken, on to Tasmania. 
soega i call attention to the remarkable 
lack. of courtesy to the - Tasmanian 
people displayed by the Federal Go- 
-vernment and departmental authorities. 
It is strange that communications of 
iy such importance as we have despatched 
through the Premier of Tasmania to. the 
oe ‘Acting Prime Minister should not have 
mm “ene even the courtesy of a reply. Can 
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Tasmania has been affronted. For at 
least a fortnight after the despatch of 
urgent telegrams no replies have been re- 


ceived either from the Acting Prime Min- | 


ister or from the head of the Department 
concerned. Such things impress the 
people of Tasmania with the conviction 
that. their State does not count, seeing 
that it is so small. Had the usual custom 
been followed, namely, that of having 
a Minister representing Tasmania in 
the Government, such affronts would not 
have been inflicted. Why is there not a 
Minister representing Tasmania in the 
Cabinet? It has been an almost unbroken 
custom since the inauguration of Federa- 
tion that every State should be given a 
direct voice in the counsels of the Cabi- 
net; that, indeed, has become almost a 
law. And so it should be, so long as Federa- 
tion exists and we do not go for Unifica- 
tion. Just prior to the close of last year 
the Government deemed it necessary to 
remove a Tasmanian Minister from the 
Cabinet. Why was not his place filled by 
another Tasmanian ? 
answer, and I hardly care to express it, 
because it seems so sordid. There are at 
least three honorable senators in this 
Chamber, any one of whom is well able 
and worthy to represent Tasmania as a 
member of the Government. There are 
three Tasmanian members of the House of 
Representatives, two of whom are sup- 
porters of the Government, who have had 
Ministerial experience. Altogether, there 
are at least four Tasmanians in the Fede- 
ral Parliament who are Government 
supporters and have held Ministerial 
office. Despite that fact, the Government 
deliberately refused to give a Tasmanian 
representative a place in their counsels, 
thus breaking through a custom which 
had hardened into almost law. 

Senator Murcany.—It may have been. a 
custom; it was not a rule. 


y 


There is only one — 


4 


Senator O’7KEEFE.—Does the honor- — 


able senator admit that it is desirable? 
Senator Murcany.—It is certainly de- 
sirable. 
Senator OKEEFE.—The custom was 
departed from, with the result that 
the interests of Tasmania have suf- 


fered more severely at the hands of the 


ee Gorossmans Aye in ae our his. = 


tory since F ‘ederation. The reason is a- 
sordid one. 
salary. There would be less money for: 
the Ministers to divide among them- 
selves if a new Minister were appointed 
to the vacancy from among the eligible 
Tasmanians. 
least another year of life. Even at this 
late hour If appeal to them, in the 
interests of fair play, to appoint a Tas- 
manian to their ranks. If they did so,- 
there would not then be any. more Minis- 
ters than prior to the enforced retirement 
of Mr. Jensen. [ understand that. 
Admiral Clarkson is shipping controller 
but that he, in his turn, 1s controlled by 
the Shipping Board, the members of 
which are all heavily interested in pri- 
vately-owned shipping. 

Senator Russetut.—The Board:is only 

advisory. Admiral Clarkson is the 
responsible individual. 
. Senator O7KEEFE.—If the Board is 
only an advisory body, and if its functions 
do not extend to the control of the 
shipping, what is it wanted for? 

Senator Muitcany.—It cannot be re- 
garded as impartial, ss 

Senator O’KEEFE.—Of course it 
cannot, because Admiral Clarkson 1s 
bound to take the advice of the Board 
and as human nature is human nature, 
it is natural that, if private shipping 
interests comes into conflict with other 
interests, they will certainly receive first 
consideration. . Ree 

‘Senator Russeun.—All Australian 
ships have been requisitioned; there are 
ne private ponte Sioa now. 


that the 
whole of our a coe are under the con- 
trol of Admiral Clarkson, but, as he 
has the assistance of the Advisory Board, 


what is the value of the Minister’s 
answer ? 
Senator Russetu.—Aus stralian ships 


are requisitioned at a certain price, and ‘ 


likewise British ships are requisitioned 
by the British Government. 
no private control to-day. 

- Senator O’ KEEFE. —Exactly. They 
are requisitioned at a certain price, and 
advice is given as regards fares and Smee 
oe anes. : ie 


It can only be a matter of - 


The Government have at. 


for “it. eam 


There : is | 


- Western Kuntralia in. 1 your stat 


DE 
advice is aivens. the own 
crease their revenue by one 


Senator O’KEEFE.—At all. 
the Advisory Board were not e 
almost entirely of private 
owners, there would be less une 
in the minds of the general public. ~ 

One paragraph in the Ministeria 
statement refers to the industrial - unre 


Siatonkor the Givcknmaens ‘control 
stand to-day, as I have eae ee 


Arbitration Court. I am Bre v 
pleased to know that the principle | 
found so many new recruits in Austr 
of late. . Only a few months- ag 
section of the people, including str 
supporters of the present Governm 
my own State, were doing their 
to have the Arbitration Court abolis 
They sent circulars to every Fed 
member requesting him to urge 
Government to do away with the Co 
These circulars were distributed in 
mania on the eve of the State _ele 
asking candidates if they were in 
of this course, and I believe a 


over Austealia. were ane ee 
action. | A 


See O'KEEFE. — Seater 
Largie’s interjection is absolute non-— 
sense. This circular is on record, oh 
I do not say that the section represel . 
by Senator de Largie were responsi] é 


Senator pkg Lanar.—No, : 
other section of the people in th 
I come from, either. ues 


Senator O'KEEFE. use - Senat 


His information does ant extend t 
parts of the Commonwealth. 
speaking of what is an ‘actu: 
because the printed — circulars — 
existence. 


Senator O’ KEEFE. —I a. C 
peveved bee same action 1 


~ Senator Colonel owect —TI think the 
: sr opel were responsible for this 
| movement. 
Senator O'KEEFE —Yes; I under- 
S haiand the circular was issued by the 
rs _ Farmers and Producers Association of 
ao: “Tasmania, asking candidates for the State 
Parliament to work in conjunction with 
e ~members of the same party in the Federal 
- Parliament to bring about the removal of 
cas the Arbitration Court. As a matter of 
fact, one of Senator de Largie’s colleagues 
Bao | (Senator Earle), and, I believe, Mr. 
Laird Smith, attended the meeting in 
__ Launceston, and begged the association 


Ts think that Senator Earle’s argument 
was that if the Arbitration Court were 
me out, the people of Australia would 
i oihe driven into the arms of the extremists. 
sans? ngpern Colonel Rowxty.—l think 


Senator O’7KEEFE.—Perhaps so; but 

_ why remove only one industry from the 
jurisdiction of the Court? But these 
> gentlemen suddenly became silent, and, 
. strange as it may appear, we now find that 
a number of them are converts to the 
or. system of arbitration, which I and every 
= other member of the Federal Labour party 

have always stood for. I do not know 
a _ what reason actuates the seamen in their 
et refusal to have anything to do with the 
— Oourt. 

Senator Murcany.—Have they been 
~ urged by the Federal members to ap- 
SS oe -_proaeh it. 

i: Senator O'KEEFE —So far as I am 

Weoricorned—and I speak only for myseli— 
ae whenever I have come in contact with 
5 seamen, I have urged them-to go to the 


th a ad Ilana Court. 


Senator Baxnap.—But the seamen ap- 
Sane to be the slaves of some peculiar in- 
fluence. They are-all in favour of arbi- 
“tration, and yet dare not go to the Court. 
Senator O’KEEFE.—I do not know 
why they refuse; but I hope my honorable 
friend is not going to be a slave of the 
- men who want to dp away with that tri- 


| os ae pia the honorable 
Senator knows my sentiments on that 
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Senator O7KEEFE.—There must be 
some strong reason to determine the sea- 
men not to accept the jurisdiction of the 


Arbitration Court; because I cannot be- — 
lieve that any large body of men would — 
deliberately cut themselves off from their 


daily earnings and inflict misery upon 
their dependants unless they had pretty 
good reason. 

Senator pe-Larerz.—Of course, they 
have a good reason——direct action. It is 
no use the honorable senator humbugging. 
He knows it. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—Senator de 
Largie’s interjection is humbug, and he 
knows it, too. 

Senator pz Larare.—It is undeniably 
true. 

Senator - Oo KEEFE. — Senator =de 
Largie comes from the same class as I do. 
T have not forgotten, if he has, that it is 
their desire to reach out for a little larger 
portion of the good things of life. Will 


anybody say that that is wrong? Will 


Senator de Largie or anybody else say 
that the seamen have not terrible grie- 
vances to be remedied ? 

Senator Murcany.—A special tribunal 
was set up to remedy them, but they would 
not aecept it. 

Senator O'KEEFE.—I wish they had: 


gone to that tribunal even although 


hitherto it has not given them all that 


they have asked for. God knows there 


have been too many obstacles in the way 
up to the present. It is the duty of the 


Government to make the path to the Arbi- yk 


tration Court as plain and smooth as pos- 
sible. Lawyers ought to have been shut 


out of the Court altogether, for it has — 


been as difficult for some of the crganiza- 
tions to get their cases heard as it is for a 
poor individual to get a case before the 
High Court of Australia. 

Senator Russert. 
does want quickening up. 


The Court cortainly | 


Senator OKEEFE.—I am Haas to ‘ 


have that admission from the Minister, 


because I recognise that the Arbitration — 


Court has conferred many benefits on the — 


workers, and I believe they would be well 
advised to continue along constitutional 
lines for the redress of their grievances, 
especially as, witbin the past few weeks, 
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there have been so many converts to the 


principle of arbitration. 


Senator Russerzr.—The seamen have 
not the excuse of delay now, because they 
were put into the Court by the Govern- 
ment. They would not accept its jurisdic- 
#10n. 


Senator O7KEEFE.—I am sorry they 
did not avail themselves of the opportu- 
nity. I really believe that the chief rea- 
son was that, in common with other organ- 
izations, they have become pretty well dis- 
gusted with the delays, as well as the ex- 
pense, involved. No man who has gone 
down into the quarters which the seamen 
have to occupy can stand up on any plat- 
form in Australia and say that they have 
not grievances to be remedied. One’s blood 
almost boils sometimes when one enters 
their quarters, though I admit that of late 
years some improvement has been made. 

Senator Lyncu.—The improvements 
have been made in accordance with the 
Navigation Act. 


Senator O.KEEFE.—The Navigation 
Act has not been proclaimed yet, and, con- 
sequently, ship-owners are not compelled 
to make the improvements. 

Senator Lyncu.—The conditions are 
miles ahead of those provided in my time. 

Senator Maveuan.—Still, they are 
rotten. | 

Senator Lyncn.—No. I suppose this 
interjection will be recorded against me 

later on, but I do not care whether it is or 
not. I say that the conditions are not to 
be compared, with those provided in my 
time. 


Senator O’KEEFE, — But Senator 


Lynch will admit that there is room for 
vast improvement even now. 


Senator Lyncu.—I do not know. If 
the ships are fitted out in accordance with 
the provisions of the Navigation Act there 
is no room for improvement. 

Senator Mavenan.—The majority are 
not. Has the honorable senator seen the 
accommodation provided ? 

Senator O- KEEFE.—I repeat that the 
N. avigation Act has not’ been proclaimed 


yet; for some reason known only to the 
Government. 


~to face the same conditions on that vessel. 


Senator pE Larcre Re “reason. is 
known to you, as well as to the Govern- 
ment. ’ 


Senator O)KEEFE.—I have “always. | . 
held that the Government had the Pea 3h ane 
to have the Act proclaimed. ee 


gee 


Senator pr Larcir.—Then why did you Me 
not insist upon that being done when you > ee : 
were behind the Government? This Act 
has been suspended for many years. 


Senator O KEEFE.—I have not been 
behind any Government for the last three 
or four years, and the Navigation Act was — 
passed only a short time before the out- 
break of war. As evidence of the fact 
that the conditions have not been suffi- — 
ciently improved in some of the vessels, IT 
remind the Senate that a few months ago ~ 
there was a strike of firemen on the Loon- — 
gana, and one of the men told me that he 
would not return to work for three times . ‘as 
the wages he had been getting if he had 


I admit that she is probably a special 
ship, because she has been running at ex- 

press speed all the time, so that perhaps 

the conditions under which her firemen 

work are worse than those which obtain © 
on other vessels. Yet there was a general 

outcry against these men because they 

flouted the decision of the Arbitration” 

Court. ~ 


Senator Mutcany.—But the Leona 
is not a new ship, and those conditions 
had existed for a long time without wees 
complaints arising. 


Senator O’KEEFE.—I know periectiee ve 
well that it is very difficult to retain fire- 
men on the Loongana. IT am familiar 
with the conditions under which they have ea, 
to work. ae 

Senator pz Larate.—The stokehold of ae 
the Loongana is not so very bad. cae 

Senator O’KEEFE. —Probably there 
are others which are very much worse. — 


Senator DE LarGirrE.—I do not consider — 4 
the stokehold of the Loongana is a bad ~ 
cone at all. The vessel is well venti. 
anyhow. te : 

Senator O’KEEFE.—Those who are in 
familiar with the shiv will admit that the 
conditions under which its firemen work — Gag 


a 
are susceptible of vast improvement. a 4 


a. oe 
> 


“~. 


ee. 3 
quence, the children of the poorer classes 


articles of daily consumption. 
ample, immediately the Government re- 
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Coming to the question of profiteering, 
I note that one paragraph in the Minis- 
terial statement reads— 

With the exception of the control of a few 
commodities, respecting which contracts exist 
with the British Government, or financial ob- 
ligations have been incurred by the Common- 
wealth, the Government has withdrawn the 
orders made under the Price Fixing Regula- 
tions, and has wound up the organization of 
the Prices Commissioners. 

It was considered advisable to gradually 
release these restrictions, and thus allow trade 
and commerce to adapt itself to normal condi- 
tions, rather than continue this form of con- 
trol to the date when our powers would auto- 
matically come to an abrupt termination. 


It would have been better for the people 
of this country if those restrictions had 
been continued in respect of many 
For ex- 


moved the embargo on the export of 
leather the price of boots went up by 25 
and even 50 per cent. As a result, the 
working man who had previously to pay 
4s. 6d. to get his boots half-soled is now 
required to pay 6s. 

Senator FarrBarirn.—That is a matter 
which ought to be looked into. 
Senator O’KEEFE.—It ought to be 
more than looked into. ‘Those who are 


guilty of this sort of profiteering, and 


a wall and shot. 


who seek to make fortunes out of the ne- 
cessities of the people at a time like the 
present, should almost be stood up against 
No owner of a pound 
of leather. in this country should have 
been allowed to export it until the people 
were able to purchase that commodity at 
a reasonable price. Yet the Government, 
with a full knowledge of what would hap- 
pen, removed the embargo on the export 


_ of leather. 


_ censorship. 


Senator pe Larciz.—The honorable 
senator’s own side was always howling for 


_ ‘the repeal of war restrictions. 


Senator O’KEEFE.—The members of 


our party desired only the repeal of the - 


War Precautions Act in regard to the 
If they howled at all they 
howled for the retention of those powers 
which were designed to prevent profiteer- 
ing. The direct result of the action of 


Mr. Massy Greene was an increase of up 


J 


to 50 per cent. in the price of an article 
which everybody has to use. As a conse- 


~ ~* 


to-day are obliged to go barefooted. I 
know of one establishment in my own 
State which, prior to the removal of the 
embargo on leather, was filled almost to 
the roof with hides and leather. The 
owner of these articles seemed to be in 
possession of information as to the Go- 
vernment’s intention, and accordingly re- 
fused to sell a single hide or a solitary 
pound of leather to the bootmakers who 
required it. He openly proclaimed that 
he was holding for a higher price. When 
he was asked why he would not allow the ~ 
bootmakers to have the leather they re- 
quired he said that the embargo upon the 
export of leather would soon be removed, 
and that the moment it was removed 
the price of that article would go up. 

Senator pr Larcre.—Is the honorable 
senator prepared to give that man’s name, 
because he ought to be held up to public 
obloquy ? : 

Senator O’KEEFE.—Why should he 
be held up to public obloquy any more 
than another profiteer ? 

Senator pr Lareare.—Because his is an 


_explicit case which ought to be known. 


Senator O’7KEEFE.—Dozens of simi- 
lar cases could be cited. I do not blame 
him for his action any more than I blame 
the holder of another commodity who was 
guilty of the same practice. But I do 
blame the system. 

Senator pp Larere.—Let us know who 
he is. 

Senator O° KEEFE.—The embargo has 
been removed. Under the law, what ac- 
tion could be taken against him? He had 
as much right to make increased profits 
as had any other individual. | 

Senator Muztcany.—The Government 
should have commandeered the material, 
and should have paid a fair price for it. 

Senator O’KEEFE.— Undoubtedly. 
This is one concrete instance in which” 
the action of the Government was of | 
direct assistance to profiteering. 

Senator pre Lareizr.—The honorable 
senator has not yet given the man’s 
name. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—And I am not 
going to give it to the honorable senator 
publicly, although I am prepared to 
supply him with it privately. 

Senator pe Lareirr.—I want it for” 
public use. 
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Senator O’KEEFE.—Why select one 
man in this connexion any more than 
another? I suppose that this indivi- 
dual’s sin, grievous though it was, was 
a small one compared with that of many 
other profiteers engaged in the same line 
of business on the mainland, 


I come now to the question of finance 
as. sutlined in the statement of 
Ministerial policy. The statement con- 
taing only a vague reference to it, but 
we all know that one of the financial 
proposals of the Ministry, as set out in 
the newspapers a few months ago, is 
a reduction of the per camta allowance 
to the States. The Acting Prime 
Minister publicly announced that he in- 
tended to propose a reduction in the 
present allowance of 25s. annually, by 
2s. 6d. per year for a period of six years, 
at the end of which time it would be 
permitted to remain at 10s. for a further 
period of five years, when it would be 
again subject to review. I desire to 
point out that if the per capita allowance 
be reduced, Tasmania will be placed in a 
very serious financial position indeed. 
Not only is she dependent on _ that 
allowance, but for some years she has 
been in receipt of a special grant from 
the Commonwealth of £90,000 annually. 
That special grant will cease to operate 
in 1922, and unless she receives some 
consideration in lieu of it, 
capita allowance be reduced in ac- 
cordance with the scheme foreshadowed 
by the Government, her financial position 
will be greatly embarrassed. I intend 
-to wait till I know the exact proposals of 
the Treasurer, but if they are as out- 
lined by him in a speech which he de- 
-livered at the end of January last, I 
shall certainly be found opposing them. 


I am very glad to note that -the Go- 


vernment intends to introduce a new 
Tariff. I hope that it will be a scientific 
Tariff, which, while offering more en- 
couragement to existing Australian in- 
dustries, will seek to promote the creation 
of new industries. I am anxious to give 
that amount of protection to Australian 
industries which their importance de- 
mands, and I believe that such a Tariff as 
I have indicated will prove acceptable to 
a majority in both branches of the Legis- 
lature, and will constitute a great im- 
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if the per 


‘service, and it was only when they re- 


provement upon our present Tariff. Un- | 
less we develop to the fullest extent the — 
great natural resources of the country, tot 
we shall be up against serious financial Oe ss 
trouble in the future. ay 
. Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Loeniin —What | 
about protecting the consumers and bass. ct a 
men ¢ as 
Senator OQ’ KEEFE: —I pe ae et pet 
“scientific” Tariff, by which term I —— 
mean a Tariff that will pay due attention Serie 
to the needs of the consumers, and also 
of those who are engaged in the eee 
tries that receive protection. No other — 
form of protection will command my ~ os 
support. > ite eee 
Senator NEEDHAM (Western — Aus- aoe 
tralia) [11.58]—The Ministerial state- a 
ment which we are discussing is a very 
interesting one in many ways. The first — a 
paragraph in it affirms that, until the pro- 
tracted deliberations of the "Pease Confer- — a 
ence were approaching finality, it was 
considered inadvisable to summon the 
Houses for the diseussion of public busi-— 
ness. I can only describe that statement — 
by using the well-worn war word, “eamou- z 
flage.” I do not think the deliberations — ae 
of the Peace Conference were responsible 
for the long recess we have had—which  _— 
has covered a period of well nigh six _ 
months. I say, without fear of contra- 
diction, that had it not been necessary for 
the Government to obtain Supply in 
order to enable them to carry-on the ser- 
vices of this country, we should not ines: eae 
been called together even now. There 
is an old saying that ‘‘ Needs must when ; 
the devil drives,’’ and the devil is anivinge ca 
the Government at this period of the year 
because of their need of money. ‘They 
have spent public money to the limit of 
their authority in carrying on the public 


Bele pae 


quired further authority that they called 
Parliament together. It: would have been — 
better if Parliament had been called. 5 se? 
together earlier. pra 

It is a pity that the Parliaments of any te 
of the Allied countries should have been in > pe 
recess during the sittings of the Peace — 
Conference, and it is a stilt greater pity — 
that the Parliaments of those countries — 
have not been made aware of the proceed- — 
ings at the Contos Ese! er a 


i u 


Fine. 
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_gutbreak of the world-war, we were told 
that one of the causes of the world being 
_ plunged into that awful abyss was secret 


TI am sure that the members of this Par- 
—_ liament do not know, and I believe that 
_ the members of the Parliaments of the 
other Allied countries do not know, what 
the deliberations of the Big Four have 
been. The proceedings of the Conference 
have been conducted in secret. Agreements 
_--~-‘have been made during the..last four 
months under the old system of secret 


ge diplomacy. We were assured that the 
days of secret diplomacy had ended. But 
(gees they have not ended. The Peace Con- 
____ ference has continued secret. diplomacy. 


_ diplomacy. There is, it should be said, 
a one exception in connexion with the pro- 
*, , eeedings of the Peace Conference. Presi- 
dent Wilson did on one occasion throw 
aside the veil of secrecy hanging over its 
_-—s»- proceedings in connexion with the Italian 
demand for Fiume. ~ That was the only 
break in the secret system. President 
Bs Wilson did inform the world of what 
Italy was claiming. It was not because 
of the deliberations of the Peace Con- 
_ ference that this Parliament has been 
_  @alled together, but because the Govern- 
ment want money, and they must come 
to this Parlament to get it. 

~~ We were told at the outbreak of the 
_-—~—s- war that we entered it for one purpose, 


and for one purpose only—and that was 

to protect the rights of small nations. 
. We were told that there was no idea of 
_ territorial conquest—small nations were 
to be given the right of self-determina- 

tion, and the Allied countries did not in- 

tend to take any territory. Time has 

> proved that such was not their intention, 
: or, if it was, that it has not been carried 
-—s out. + There is a small nation I’ know of— 
not very far from England itself—that 
s has not yet been given the right of self- 
determination. The blood of her sons hag 
flowed and mingled on the battlefields of 
__. France and Gallipoli with the blood of 
men from other Allied countries, but that 
small nation is to-day as far from secur- 
Bea re ing the right of self-determination as it 
ever was, notwithstanding the fact that 
the world has been drenched in blood, as 
we have been told, in order that the right 
lor self-determination should be preserved 
to small nations. It was thought that at 
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the Peace Conference—which is still sit- 
ting—the claims of that land—I refer to 
Ireland—would have been put forward 
by representatives of the Allied nations. 
But that has not been done—there is no 
intention to do it, and that small nation 
is to-day as far from realizing its ambition 
as it ever has been. 

Senator O’Krrerz.—As a result Ireland 
is seething with discontent. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—To-day Ireland 
is more discontented under British rule 
than ever she was before. No man-dare 
say that her sons, Irish born and Irish 
bred, and the sons of Irish parents in 
every country of the Allied nations, did 
not respond to the call when the 
tocsin of war sounded. As I have 
said, “their blood has flowed on the 
battlefields to which I have referred. I 
therefore repeat, that the promise of self- 
determination for small nations has not 
been fulfilled, so far as one part of our 
Empire is concerned. 

Another promise made upon our entry 
into the war was that no territorial con- 
quest was intended by the Allied coun- 
tries. Judging by telegrams which ap- 


pear in the newspapers, and the scraps of» 


information we are given as to the pro- 
ceedings at the Peace Conference, it has_ 
been one continual battle for territorial” 
conquest. Italy wanted Fiume, Japan 
wanted Shantung ; America stuck to her 
Monroe doctrine; Britain would not allow 
her foreign agreements to be interfered 
with by the League of Nations; 
and we have had mandatories of 
all kinds proposed. The only places 
about which there has been no ques- 
tion are the Arctic and Antarc- 
tic regions. Apparently no one wanted 
them. From what we can gather from the 
cables, there have been continual battles 
for territory at the Peace Conference. 
The result of the Peace Treaty so far as 
Japan is concerned, in giving that country 
control of Shantung, has been to provide 
another Alsace-Lorraine difficulty for the 
future. The people of Shantung were not 


‘permitted to determine for themselves 


whether they would come under Japanese 
rule or not, as they should have been in 
accordance with one of President Wilson’s 
fourteen points, to which Mr. Lloyd 
George agreed. They have been handed 
over to Japan. 


; 
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So far as we in Australia are concerned, 
we have another matter to be anxious 
about, and this is the preservation of our 
White Australia policy. <A fight was 
put up at the Peace Conference to pre- 
serve that policy, but a big fight was also 
put up against it, and to a great extent 
those opposed to our White Australia 
policy have won. Japan claimed racial 
equality, and although that has not been 
granted to its fullest extent, we are in- 
formed that before the Peace Conference 
assembled there was an agreement between 
the Government of that country and the 
Imperial Government that the Marshall 
and Caroline Islands were to be ceded to 
Japan. Why was not this Parliament in- 
formed of that? Is there any member 
of the Senate who will say that-that is 
not a danger to Australia and a menace 
to our White Australia policy ? 

Senator Lyncx.—I thought the honor- 
able member’s party did not want an- 
nexations ? 

Senator BAkHap.—Those islands are on 
the other side of the Equator. So long as 
we get the previous German possessions on 
this side of the Equator I am satisfied. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—In answer to 
Senator Lynch, I may say that I am giy- 
ing My own views now. 

Senator Lt.-Colonel O’Locuiin.—The 
Equator would appear to be a line of de- 
fence. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Yes, according 
to Senator Bakhap, it is a very strong 
line of defence. 

Senator Baxnar.—Why Fi include the 
Philippine Islands or Formosa, if you 
must go north of the Equator ? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—TI say that in 
the agreement to which I have referred 
there is danger, and we shall need to be 
on the alert. 

Senator Murcany.—We cannot carry 
our White Australia policy all over the 
world. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Whether the 
agreement be right or wrong, and I be- 
heve it is wrong, this Parliament and the 


people of this country should have been - 


apprised of it. This is one of the 
reasons why I say that even now, after 
all the blood that has been shed, we are 
not yet out of the woods. 
that this was to be the last war, but I am 
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very much afraid that before another ten 
years are over our heads we shall be into 


another war, perhaps as big as that we ~ 


have just come through. 


I have to-day given notice of a motion _ 


in connexion with the cost of communi- 


cations between the Government and 
three Ministers who -are now in London. 
I wish to give my reason for desiring that 
information. 


in Great Britain for so long a period, and 
that a third should recently have been 
sent there. It must have cost a con- 


siderable amount of money to keep in 


direct. contact with those Ministers in 
connexion with the doings of the Peace 
Conference, and the other matters which 
they have in hand éverseas. Further- 


more, so far as the Peace Conference is 


concerned, I do not think that it. was 


necessary that two Ministers should be ~ 
at that eae ie 


sent to represent us 
ference. 


It is a most remarkable — ; 
thing that two of the leading members of 
the Government should have been absent — 


The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Senator 


Shannon ).—Did I understand the honor- 
able senator to say that he has given 
notice of a motion on this subject? If 
he has puta notice on the paper dealing 
with it, he is not in order in discussing 
it now. 

Senator 
such notice on the paper. 
which it will appear has not yet bom 
printed. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT. at 
understand that the honorable senator 
has given notice of the motion. 


NEEDHAM.—tThere is 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I venture to . : 


say that until my notice of motion is 


printed, I can give my reasons for sub- 


mitting it. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT.—I am 


only taking the honorable senator’s word st 


for it. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—You, sir, can 


take my word for it, or leave it alone. — 
My notice of motion is not before the ~ 
Senate, and therefore is not the property 


no 
The paper in 


of the Senate. I thought you knew the ? 


Standing Orders better. 


The DEPUTY PRESIDENT. —Order! 


Senator Lyncn.—No reflections | on the 
Chair, 


h 4 
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right that Australia 


' 


Senator NEEDHAM.—It was not on 
the Chair I was reflecting, if I made any 
reflection at all. I say that it is quite 
should be repre- 
sented at the Peace Conference by the 
Prime Minister of the day, no matter 
who he may be. But I think that it 1s 
extra and unnecessary expense to the 


country to have at the same time another 


prominent member of the Government re- 
presenting us there. 

Senator Lyncu.—There were two re- 
presentatives from little New Zealand. | 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I cannot speak 
for New Zealand. I am giving my 
opinion as to how Australia should have 
been represented, 

In the Ministerial statement there is a 
great deal of window-dressing. The 


political window-dresser has been very 


busy, and has provided a very fair show. 
He must be a real political artist. If 
any honorable senator believes that all the 
legislative items enumerated are to be- 
come law before this Parliament expires, 
he must be an even more optimistic type 
of gentleman than the individual alluded 
to by Senator Gardiner yesterday. In 
paragraph 2 of the Ministerial announce- 
ment, the following information is pro- 
vided— ! 

It will be noted with pleasure that the de- 


_ mobilization and return of our Armies is now 


proceeding, notwithstanding the inherent dif- 
ficulties, swiftly and satisfactorily. 
Up to 3lst May, 1919, approximately 


169,000 members of the Australian Imperial 


Force had returned to Australia; 3,300 had 
been discharged at their own request overseas ; 
18,000 were en route to Australia; leaving 
about 79,000. still to be repatriated. If the 
present shipping provision is maintained, all 
-our troops, except the Depot and Head- 
Quarters Staffs, will have embarked for Aus- 


tralia by the end of next month. 


The success which is attending this great 
task amply confirms the steps taken by the 
Government in placing the work in the hands 
of a responsible Minister in London. 


_ There is no greater example of deliberate 


waste of public money than is provided 


- by sending Home a responsible Minister 


; 
' 


‘in connexion with the demobilization of 
our troops. 
Pearce’s departure from Australia, the 


_/ Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and the 


‘Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph Cook) 


were both in London. In addition, 
ae 


a 


pt 
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General Sir John Monash had been ap- 
pointed Director-General of Demobiliza- 
tion. Further, there was the High 


_-Commissioner—not to mention his staff. 


Could not our troops have been swiftly 
and efficiently demobilized under the 
careful and able supervision of one man 
—and that man a proved fighting soldier 
—without requiring any Minister to be in 
London wat all? Even if the Director- 
General of Demobilization had not been 
appointed, could not the High Commis- 


sioner have carried out the work? But 
the High Commissioner and his staff, 
in their costly Australia House, could 


not look after the return of our soldiers! 
Neither could the Prime Minister do so, 
nor the Minister for the Navy! The 
Director-General of Demobilization could ~ 
not do so! The Minister for Defence had — 
to be sent to London to demobilize the 
troops. Senator Pearce reached London 


on the 19th March. 


Senator pE Lararr.—And he has done 
good work while there. No demobiliza- 
tion in the world has been performed in 
a better way, perhaps. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I asked yester- 
day for the date of the departure of 
Senator Pearce, and the reply was that it 
was the 26th January last. I asked how 
many members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force had returned to Australia 
at that date. The reply was, 96,854. TF 
inquired how many were en route to Aus- 
tralia at that date, and was informed that 
the approximate total was 24,780. I 
desired to know the date of the arrival 
of Senator Pearce in London as Minis- 
ter for Demobilization. It was given as 
the 19th March, 1919. I wanted to know 
how many members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force had returned or were en 
route to Australia at that date, and I was 
furnished with the information that — 
121,634 had come back to Australia, and 
that 16,120 were en route, making a 
total of 137,754. On the 31st May, 
169,000 of our troops had arrived in 
Australia, and 18,000 were on the way 
home. After all, therefore, Senator 
Pearce had been responsible for the re- 
turn of only about 50,000 men to the end > 
of last month. If we take the total 


- 
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of 187,754 from the sum of the men 
who have been and are to be demobilized, 
we ascertain that a little more than half 


had either arrived in Australia or were. 


on their way back before the Minister 
reached England. I am not referring to 
Senator Pearce in any personal sense, 
good, bad, or indifferent. 

Senator Baxnap.—He has been Minis- 
ber for Defence during a victorious war, 
anyhow. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I am not re- 
flecting upon his capacity. But there was 
no need to send him Home to demobilize 
our troops. 

Senator pE LaRGIE. That was ae 
and parcel of his duties. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—If that were 
so, he should have sailed for lLon- 
don immediately upon the declaration 
of the armistice. But before he got 
there nearly 140,000 of our troops had 
been demobilized. Senator de Largie 
says the Minister has done good work 
since reaching London. I differ from that 
view. While Senator Pearce was on his 
way to England as Minister for Demobili- 
zation, and during his stay in South 
Africa, Mr. Hughes was castigating the 
British Government for not. giving suffi- 
cient ships to General Monash, in order 
to get our troops back expeditiously; and 
it was as the outcome of the persistent 
representations of Mr. Hughes, seconded 
by those of Sir John Monash, that extra 
ships were supplied, at the command of 
Mr. Lloyd George, by the head of the 
Shipping Board. 

Senator Mritten.—Does not the honor- 
able senator recognise that he is now say- 
ing something “complimentary of the 


‘Prime Minister ? 


Senator NEEDHAM. —TI have not sunk 
to the level which Senator Millen in- 
sinuates. I have always given credit 
where credit was due. I admit that I 
have said something in praise of the 
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth. 
It is only buttressing my argument that 
there was no necessity to put this country 
to the cost of sending Senator Pearce to 
London. I asked yesterday for the cost 
of sending the Minister and his family 


‘to England, and the answer stated £275. 
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Senator Baxnar.—It was up to him to 
have a holiday after the war. Bee 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I “want to, . 
leave that entirely out of the question. — 
Senator Pearce was sent to London for ,— 
one express purpose. I question the a 
accuracy of the total furnished “biat 
way of reply to my inquiry, namely, — 


— 


that the cost of sending Senator 2) x 
Pearce and his family Fiome - was a oe 
only £275. Shipping companies are apg: 


charging very high rates for passages to 
London. No one can secure a first class 
passage, I should say, under £100. = 

Senator Prarren.—For £68. age see 
Senator NEEDHAM.—That is not 80. “ee 
A friend of mine who had to leave Mel- 
bourne for London paid £85 for a single toe 
fare. 

Senator Pratrren.—They . | 
booking for £68, Ses: 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I am speaking ae 
of the conditions ruling in January last. 
In Senator Pearce’s party there were six 
people, four of whom, J understand, 
were adults. Could they have been eee 
transported to London for £275? IT call 
attention, also, to a statement in the 
press that it cost nearly £100 to estab- 
lish an office on the ship for the Minis- 
ter. That £100 could not have been in- 
cluded in the £275. I will certainly not 
accept those figures. There was no © 
need to send Senator Pearce to London. _ 
If it were deemed necessary that, as the 
result of four and a half years’ strain of 
office as Minister for Defence, he ought — 
to have a holiday, why should not that 
fact have been frankly stated? No man 
would have objected. But I object to 
Senator Pearce having been sent across —- 
the world for an absolutely unecessary? 
reason. ise ae 
In connexion with demobilization, i 
may refer to another matter. corr 
that the Prime Minister appointed Mr Ss 
Heitmann, M.P. for Kalgoorlie, inspec- sear 
tor of troopships shortly after that gen- ae 
tleman’s arrival in London, iand that he- A _ 
also appointed Lieutenant Burchell to 
look after men who desired to remain in ~~ 
England engaged in different occupa- 
tions. Those appointments savour too — 
much of favours to Government sup- 
porters. These gentlemen may have been ~ 


are now f 
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eee, suited ie the work, but I 
think it is quite likely that, out of the 
thousands of soldiers then in London, 
_ from France, two could have been found 
equally capable of discharging those 
duties. § There would then have been 
some small recognition of work done. by 
soldiers. I do not believe in giving these 
-- spoils, if they are spoils, to the gentle- 
‘am men referred to. As a matter of fact, 
‘3 I am very much surprised, seeing sha 
= Prime Minister was working in that 
direction, that Sir John Monash got his 
e position. I am surprised that Lieutenant 
s _ Burchell, or perhaps Mr. Ryan, M.L.A., 
did not get the post of Director-General 
~ of Demobilization. 
_ _ Senator Prarren.—Do you _ suggest 
S that there is any pay attached to the 
- Positions you refer to? 


Senator NEEDHAM. -— [* am 


ae 
ny not 
Niet Seek iric of pay at all; but I venture to 
oe say that these gentlemen are not doing the 
work without remuneration, nor could it 
be expected of them. To my mind, it is 
not the right thing to do. 
; _I come now to another matter in con- 
- nexion with repatriation. J remind the 
ee Minister that some time ago I had inter- 
views, in Perth, with several returned 
soldiers who desired to embark in the 
fishing industry. They were anxious to 
get assistance from the State Board of 
_ Repatriation, in order to purchase boats 
to start fishing on the north-west coast 
and elsewhere. They were not successful 
im their application, but since then I 
_ have made representations to the Central 
Board, and I believe the matter is now 
under ‘consideration. We could very well 
assist returned soldiers in this industry, 
if x because fish is dear, it isa very necessary 
food, and it is not within the reach of 
é- the working class section of our commu- 
* nity. It is well known. that, in Western 
Australia, at all events, a ring defies 
competition, and therefore money Gould 
___-very well be spent to encourage our re- 


rs 
+ 


ee - turned soldiers to enter into this busi- 
ine _ ness 
Rie 


a 


do far as I have gone, I have been 
-eondemnatory in my remarks; but I turn 
mow to paragraph 6 of the Ministerial 
comme and find that the Government 
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have not yielded to the demands of the: 
Imperial Shipping Ring, which threat- 
ened to extinguish the competition 

created by the Commonwealth line of 

steamers. I hope the Government will 

hold fast to their determination to in- 

crease their fleet, and engage not only in — 
trade and commerce, but also in the carry- 

ing of our mails to and from Australia 

and round our coast-line. I compliment 

the Government on their determination 

to continue the Commonwealth line of 

steamers. 

Paragraph 7 deals with the Naval 
Bases and the visit of Lord Jellicoe. 
Right from the start I have condemned 
the action of the Government in arbi- 
trarily closing down work on the Naval 
Base at Fremantle. I described it as 
nothing more nor less than a political job, © 
because that work was regarded by Ad-- 
miral Henderson as the primary Base for 
Australia. The evidence taken by the 
Public Works Standing Committee also 
strengthened this opinion. Naval wit- 
nesses before that Committee stated that 
they were in constant and recent touch 
with the Admiralty, and that the advice 
received was that the work should con- 
tinue. But shortly after we presented 
our report the Government determined 
to close down the works and bring out an 
expert from Home to further report on 
the whole qtestion of naval defence. 
This was needless expense. It was not 
necessary to bring Lord Jellicoe nor any- 
body else to Australia, because, as I have 
shown, the naval authorities in Mel- — 
bourne were in constant touch with the 
Admiralty, who advised that the work 
should be continued. 
Senator Prarren.—You are arguing 
that the naval conditions of 1919 are the 
same as 1911. g 
Senator NEEDHAM.—I am not argu- — 
ing anything of the sort. I am speaking 
of the report of the inquiry held in 1918; 3 
Senator Mizrren.—By whom? 


Senator NEEDHAM. — The Public 4 
Works Committee. I think we pre- 
sented our report in May, and a couple — 
of months later the Government closed 


down, because some members of this — 


Parliament were preaching economy; 
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Since then they eS brought out Lord 
Jellicoe and his staff to report on the 
whole subject. 

Senator Rem.—Suppose Lord Jellicoe 
makes some other recommendation ? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—TI do not know 
what Lord Jellicoe will do. I am only 
speaking of the evidence tendered by the 
naval experts of this country on oath be- 
fore the Committee referred to. 

In paragraph 8 mention is made of 
Commonwealth expenditure and the work 
of the Royal Commission which has been 
inquiring into this subject. That Com- 
mission has been sitting for a long time 
now, but, so far, we have not heard the 
result of their deliberations, though we 
have heard something about the Trea- 
surer using some sort of meat axe on the 
Departments, in order to cut down ex- 
penditure. 

Senator Baxuap.—Who is going to be 
the chopping block? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I am wonder- 
ing. 

Paragravh 11 of the Ministerial 
statement refers to the Navigation Act. 
I agree with Senator O’Keefe that, if 
this Act had been in operation to-day, it 
would have gone a long way to prevent 
the present unfortunate maritime dis- 
pute. Kven now, if the Government :pro- 
claimed the measure, and brought in the 
necessary amendments subsequently, the 
situation would be greatly improved. I 
have said from the start that, in my 
opinion, the seamen were wrongly ad- 
vised. They should have taken a bal- 
Jot, which, I believe, would have given a 
majority, in favour of arbitration. But 
it is no use now speaking about things 
that have happened. The damage has 
‘been done, and I think the Government 
‘should not any longer continue their pre- 
Bent attitude. They say, through the 
Acting Prime Minister, that the seamen 
bave broken the laws, and have chal- 
lenged the Government, and, they having 
done that, the Government will not now 
interfere. 

Senator Rem.—Hear, hear! 

Senator NEEDHAM.—The honorable 
senator says, “ Hear, hear!” We must 
remember, however, that large numbers 


of innocent women and children are suf- 
fering acutely as the result of this dis- 
pute. r 

Senator Rem.—The Arbitration. Court 
is waiting for the men. 


Statement. He oh ee a 


Senator NEEDHAM. _That is “gt 7. 
very well. What is the good of the Go- — 
vernment maintaining this attitude? — 


Surely some attempt might now be made 
to get the representatives of both sides — 


together, with the Government as an in- 
termediary ? | 

Senator Baxnap.—Does not the honor: 
able senator think that if every Federal 
Labour member sent a letter, advising 
these men to go to the Arbitration Court, 


it would have some effect ? 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I ‘am not in a 


position to answer that question. I do 
not know if the seamen would accept the 
decision of the Arbitration Court. I am 
only giving my opinion as to what should 
have been done ‘at the outset. Unfor- 
tunately, it was not done, and the pro- 
blem now is to so arrange matters as to 
start the wheels of industry again. One 
means of achieving this object is to pro- 
claim the Navigation Act or, at all events, 
that portion which deals with the man- 
ning scale and the conditions of labour 
on the ships. It is well known that the 
majority of the vessels trading on our 
coast. to-day do not offer seamen the con- 


ditions they would be entitled to under 


the Navigation Act. 


Senator Baxuap.—Let them go back — 
to work, and we will see if we cannot get 


the Goverees to do it to-morrow: 
Senator NEEDHAM.—The 


Govede oe 


ment have said that, these men having 


defied the law, intend 


now to interfere. 
an instance of the Government themselves 


they -do not 


flouting the law in connexion with arbi- 


But I can quote 


tration proceedings: I refer to the reduc- a 


tion from 12s. 6d. to I1s. 


per day 


of. the wages paid to temporary clerks in 
Perth. These men had their case pend- 
ing before the Arbitration Court under 
the Public Service Arbitration Act when 


the Government reduced their wages by 


1s. 6d. per day. If that was not a flout- 


ing of the law, I do not know what the 
word means. This reduction of Ils. 6d. 


; ~'* . 
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| ‘per day affected many returned soldiers 
who had served two or three years in 


France and at Gallipoli. 


Senator Lyncu.—Were not those men 
offered arbitration ? 


Senator NEEDHAM.—They had their 


case pending in the Arbitration Court. 


Senator Lynon.—Were they not offered 
arbitration and did they not refuse it ? 


Senator NEEDHAM.—These men had 
their case before the Court, and whilst it 
was pending the Government defied the 
laws of this country by reducing their 
wages. They then attempted to break the 


_ strike by sending ten clerks from Mel- 


bourne to Perth to take the places of the 
strikers. 


Senator Lyncn.—How many were on 
strike ? 
_ Senator NEEDHAM.—Including men 
and women, there were something like 150 


- hands on strike. 


Senator Lyncu.—They must have been 


ten miracle-workers if they were able to 


take the places of 150 strikers. 
Senator NEEDHAM.—But they com- 


prised only a portion of those who were 


to be sent to Perth. The Government in- 
tended to send more. These clerks went 
to Perth, but they never put their pens to 
paper. J was informed by a very high 
officer in the Prime Minister’s Department 
that it was the intention of the Govern- 
ment to break the strike. I met him one 
day and he asked me, ‘‘What about this 
I told him what I thought 
of it, and he then said, ‘‘We are going to 
break it. We intend to send men to Perth 
until it is broken.’’ 


Senator Lyncen.—The men should not 
have gone on strike at all. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—They went on 


strike because their wages were reduced 


whilst their case was pending in the 
Arbitration Court. 

Senator Lynco.—Why did they not go 
on with their case ? 
- Senator NEEDHAM.—I know what 
Senator Lynch would have done in similar 
circumstances. He. would not have gone 
on with his case. 

Senator Lyncu.—We never went on 
strike whilst we had a case pending in the 
Court. 


Senator NEEDHAM. — Because the 
honorable senator’s wages were never re- 
duced whilst he had a case pending im 
the Court. _ 

Senator Mritten.—If those clerks would 
go back to work I offered, on behalf of 
the Government, to do everything possible 
to expedite a decision in their case, and 
to make the award of the Arbitration 
Court retrospective. 

Senator’ NEEDHAM.—But_ the .Go- 
vernment reduced their wages whilst their 
case was perlding in the Court. 

Senator Minten.—I L deny that absolu- 
tely. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—The Mince 


for Repatriation may deny it, but-the ~ 
~ facts are against him. 


Senator De Larciz.—The facts are 
against the honorable senator’s statement. 
Senator NEEDHAM.—Then let the 


“Minister disprove them. 


Senator Mitien.—I will endeavour to 
do so. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—Ié will take the 
honorable gentleman all his time. I note 
that the Ministerial statement records the 
disappearance of the Price Fixing Regula- 
tions. In any circumstances they were of 
no use. The prices of commodities were 
continually rising notwithstanding those 
regulations. But there still remains the 
increased cost of living to be dealt with. 

Senator Lyncp.—What about the cost 
of dying ? 3 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I hope that it 
will be a long time before either the 
honorable senator or myself dies. The 
world needs us both for a long while yet. 
Right at the root of the industrial unrest 
in Australia is the constant increase in 
the cost of living. We are not to be dis- 
illusioned by persons who would endea- 
vour to persuade us that Australia is the 


only country in which industrial unrest — 
obtains. All over the world similar condi- © 


tions are apparent. 


Senator Colonel RowreLL.—How can we 
deal with it? 


Senator NEEDHAM. It we onnee 


laws to prevent men raising the prices of 
commodities to such an extent that they 
derive profits of from 40 per cent. to 50 
per cent., we shall at least have taken 


one step towards the solution of the diffi- ; 


culty. 
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Senator BaxHap.—Do not be quite sure 
of that. 

Senator Colonel RowreLtu.—Who is get- 
ting those profits ? 

Senator NEEDHAM.—My honorable 
friend knows perfectly well that in Aus- 
tralia to-day certain individuals are mak- 
ing exorbitant profits at the expense of the 
poorer classes of the community. 

Senator Colonel RoweLLt.—You can buy 
goods cheaper here than you can in Lon- 
don. 

Senator NEEDHAM.—That may beso. 
But two wrongs do not make a right. 


Senator Colonel Rowrri.—I have 
bought boots here for 25s., whereas in 
London I had to pay 35s. for them. 


Senator NEEDHAM.—I_ know of 
plenty of families in which the children 
are obliged to go bare-footed because of 
the price of boots. Moreover, the fathers 
of these children are unable to provide 
them with meat. 


Senator Lyncn.—I went  bare-footed 
when I was a child, and it is the best 
thing I ever did. 


Senator NEEDHAM. — Perhaps the 
honorable senator had to do it. But that 
sort of thing should not obtain in Aus- 
tralia. 

I come now to the detention of Paul 
Freeman. I say unhesitatingly that it is 
the duty of the Government to publish the 
nature of this man’s crime. When they 
have done that, they should immediately 
grant him a public trial. Nobody can 
justify the continued detention of Free- 
man without a charge being preferred 
against him and without giving him a 
public trial. 


Senator Colonel Rowrtt.—The honor- 
able senator might say that about a thou- 
sand men. : 

Senator NEEDHAM.—I have always 
said it. No manor woman should be kept 
in durance vile without being charged, 
and without being given a public trial. 

Tam glad to learn that the Government 
intend to seriously tackle the question of 
the Tariff. It is extremely necessary that 
the present Tariff should be revised. Aus- 
tralia, like other parts of the world, is 
about. to undergo a period of reconstrue- 
tion. We have thousands of men return- 
ing from the battle-field, and we are faced 
with a huge public debt. We must estab- 
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lish industries to provide the male writ | 


which to pay interest upon the debt. We 
must become an exporting rather than an * 
importing country. I have always been a rece 
pronounced Protectionist. I regret that 


our Constitution does not permit of the ae 
benefits of Protection being extended Ae 2 
alike to the worker and consumer. When stew 
the Tariff is submitted for our considera- — ee 
tion, I intend to exert my best endeavours ~ a et, 
in the direction of insuring that the men 
and women who are engaged in protected  — 
industries: and also the consumers, shall  — 


aS 


receive fair consideration along with the x € 
manufacturer. fa > 


Sitting suspended Freie 1 to 2.30 p.m. Riis s, 
Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [2.30]. - ee 


—As more than six months have elapsed 
since Parliament last met, and as many 
international and Australian events of — 
importance have transpired during that — 
time, it is quite natural that members of — 
the Senate should feel inclined to. un- 
burden themselves of some opinions with 
regard to those events, more particularly — ne 
as at the present moment they are not— pee 
likely to be accused of wasting time, since 
there are not very many matters imme-_ 
diately ready for our consideration. I 
shall trespass upon the consideration of 
honorable senators by making a few al- 
lusions to certain features of the Minis- __ 
terial statement. I promise not to at 
tempt to allude to every paragraph in it 
because it is of considerable length, and 
were I to do so I would inflict upon — 
honorable senators a speech not of half 
an hour, or three-quarters of an hour, — 
but of several hours in length. . 
Although as yet the position with re-— os 
gard to the signing of Peace seems to hee 


‘somewhat indeterminate, I venture to hope ~ 


that we shall have news of that happy . — Ze 
consummation during the next few days. ee 
The world undoubtedly desires peace, ali- sae 
though there is a good deal happening at. — RED 
the present time throughout the world ee 
that is not of a peaceful character. I, 
as an Australian, say that Australia has 
nothing to gain from a state of war, and — 
that, in the interests of this country, the 
sooner peace comes the better. One of 
our own poets has said that we are 5 as 
only nation ‘‘ from the womb of peace,”” 
that is to say, we are the only people, so 
to ae born in peace, and, etter Leer 
a 


at dae 


be 


Ee Ministerial [27 June, 1919.) Statement. 10211 
fag 9 
Sik we should hope that our future will be League of Nations. But imperfect 
one of peaceful development rather than though the covenant in embryo may be, 
of war-like enterprise. Of course, we have I believe it will be found singularly 
—— dately placed ourselves in a very promi- effective in securing for the world a 
e nent position in the eyes of the world by period of peace which is vitally essential 
___ the assistance which we have properly to the development of Australia. I know 
____ and rightly rendered to the Empire, be- that human nature does not change very 
Piss cause the cause of the Empire was the easily, and I do not agree to the dictum 
* cause of liberty, democracy, and hu- that any League can altogether prevent 
 - manity. the possibility of future wars. I am in- 
_ Some reference is made in the state- clined to be more severely practical in 
ment to the League of Nations. Despite regard to that desirable objective. I be- 
_ the criticism which has been levelled at lieve the main factor in preventing 
a the present plan of the League of Na- future wars will be found to 
_ tions, I hope that it will be consum- the probable terrible destructiveness of — 
Ee mated, because I believe that, imperfect war. When I read the other day 
ake though its present provisions may be, it that there were, about the time of the 


will make for peace. Australia, I think, 
_ requires, above all, half a century of 
peaceful development. With that, and 
the increase in population necessary to 
cope with our colossal and _ continental 
needs, I venture to say that the troubles 
of the outside world will not unduly 
affect the Australia of our posterity. If 
we are to have future wars, I do not 
think that Australia will be really safe 
until she has a population of at least 
~ 20,000,000 or 30,000,000. 
Senator Mutcany.—And we are doing 
nothing to bring that about. 
a Senator BAKHAP.—I am sorry to say 
that we are not doing a _ great deal. 
“A There must be a social and moral re- 
generation of our people before the popu- 
lation of Australia can be augmented to 


* Ve Oe As oP a a 
yee we el iet 
> ~ et a 


me) 


the degree I consider necessary. 
Senator Murcany.—And a change in 
our policy. 


Senator BAKHAP.—And, perhaps, a 
-- change in our policy, as the honorable 
senator suggests. 

Mr. Hughes has done a great deal in 
directions which have my personal ap- 
_ proval, and I am altogether in accord 
- with the sentences in the Ministerial 
statement which acclaim the Prime Min- 
ister for the very great work he has 
effected in advancing Australia’s interests 
at the Peace Conference and in the Euro- 
pean arena generally. 

- I have said that the League of Nations 
_ does not meet with all-round approval. 
_ It evidently does not meet with universal 


a ‘ age which country is held to be one of the 
i? i moving spirits in regard to the 


conclusion of the armistice, 100 Ameri- 
ean balloons loaded with a terrible explo- 
sive or poison called Lewisitey invented 
by an American professor, which would 
practically extinguish all animal, vege- 
table, and insect life on the areas upon 
which it might be dropped, I said that, 
terrible though the explosive might be a 
its effect, the fact of its existence might, 
perhaps, bring about a state of peace and 
amity between nations more readily than 
would the proposed League of Nations 
itself. I believe that war, as we under- 
stand it, will not be eliminated from the 
world until the people of the world re- 
cognise that a small nation in possession 
of scientific knowledge, which may 
the world’s common property, will be 
able to destroy a large nation as readily 


“ere 


as a large and aggressive nation might 


destroy a small one. 
Senator Minten.—A question of get- 
ting in first. 


Senator BAKHAP.—Yes. 


If an Em- — 


pire or nation with a large population is — 


aware of the fact that the resources of 
civilization of an 


intensely destructive — 


character are at the disposal of a small — 
community, as well as at its own disposal, 


then, in my opinion, aggression, and 
many of the evils which have hitherto 


-_ 


afflicted humanity, will probably have a 


period put to them. 
I sincerely hope, as an Australian, and 


as a human being, that we shall have at 


least fifty years of peace. 
always be some talk of rivalry in trade, 
in art, and in everything else amongst 
different peoples, but I want to see the 


There will 
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Australian people develop into such a 
position that they will be securely in 
possession of their own continent and its 
adjacent Territories. Therefore, I wel- 
come the League of Nations, and I hope 
that although its operation at first may 
be imperfect, and it may be found that 
it will not secure some of the objectives 
it is designed to secure, it will, neverthe- 
less, contribute a potent influence for 
good, for progress, and for the welfare of 
humanity. 


There is a very momentous paragraph 
in the Ministerial statement which, I am 
sure, other honorable senators have not 
passed without notice. It is indicative of 
a remarkable change in our Imperial 
system. Our Empire, as it at present 
exists, is very different from any other 
that has hitherto existed, and we are not 
going to have in the same sense many 
more Empires. ,A well-educated Japan- 
ese said to me before the war that he 
believed that the Japanese Empire and 
the British Empire would be the two last 
Empires, and that monarchy, because it 
was based in those Empires on decent 
order and proper lines, would probably 
survive in them long after it had 
ceased to exist as a governing force 
in other countries. So true was the pre- 
diction of that Japanese gentleman that 
we know that at the present moment the 
British Empire and the Japanese Empire 
are really the only two pires now 1n 
existence. Within the last few years we 
have seen the Brazilian Empire go; the 
war has resulted in the downfall of the 
German Empire and the Empire of 
Austro-Hungary, and has broken up the 
Russian Empire. We know that the 
Chinese Empire a few years ago became a 
Republic, and that the Turkish Empire 
exists only in name. At the present 
moment we are faced with the fact that 
the British Empire and the Japanese 
Empire are the only two that remain in 
existence, and probably they remain in 
existence because they are the fittest to 
do so. 


Senator 
Spain ? 

Senator BAKHAP.—Spain has ceased 
to be an Empire. Her orators have long 
lamented the extinction of the Spanish 
Empire, and we know that a few islands 


FAIRBAIRN.—What about 


‘regard to the spirit. 


in the Atlantia constitute Spain's only 


colonial dominions at the present time. 

I have said that I will not touch upon 
all the paragraphs of the statement, but 
there is one to which I may allude. I 
intend to refer to it in a quite different 
spirit from that which animated my 


honorable friend Senator Needham. The ay 
statement seems to attribute very great — 


credit to the Minister for Defence for 
the successful demobilization and trans- 
port of Australian troops overseas. 
doubtedly credit naturally 
Senator Pearce while he is Minister for 
Defence of the Commonwealth. 
had he remained in Melbourne, credit for 
the successful organization would un- 


doubtedly have accrued to him as Minis-— 


terial head of an important Department. 
I say that. whatever criticism may be 


levelled at Senator Pearce, the fact re-— 


mains that he was Minister for Defence 
practically for the whole duration of the 
great struggle which has terminated so 


successfully for our arms and for the ~ 
. Tam not going to 
deny great credit to the honorable sena- — 


cause of Democracy. 


tor. His has been a great achievement, 
and I have no doubt that if he sees fit to 
desire it, the Imperial authorities will be 
prepared to make their acknowledgement 
in some way satisfactory to him and to 
all patriotic Australians. But I do not 
think that it is right to attribute the 


success of the demobilization scheme in a 


direct sense to Senator Pearce. 


Senator McDovucatu.—The Minster x | 
The honorable 


statement does not do so. 
senator is not mentioned in it. 


Senator BAKHAP.—That is so, but i 


we are told that— 


The success which is attending this. great i | 
task amply confirms the steps taken by the 


Government in placing the work in the hands 
of a responsible Minister in London. 


I assume that that is a reference to. a 


Senator Pearce. 


Senator Miiiten.—The honorable sena- ; ’ 


tor is quite right in his interpretation. 


Senator BAKHAP.—Who is the re-- 
if he is 
not Senator Pearce? Senator McDougall’s - 
criticism in regard to the letter fails in 
I say that Senator 


sponsible Minister referred to. 


Pearce, even if he had remained in Mel- 


bourne, would properly and naturally 
have some credit attributed to him as 


Un- Pi: | 
attaches to 


Even — 
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head of the Defence Department, but to 


_ gay that the success of the work is largely 


7 
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Pearce’s place to secure successful de- 


in Europe. 


¥ 
7 
¥ 
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due to the presence of a responsible Min- 
ister in London detracts, to my mind, 
from the very great credit due to the or- 
ganizing capacity of Australian military 
representatives at the Front. It is_ welli 
known that I thought that Senator 


mobilization was rather at this end than 
I recognise that the stress 
and strain of his four years of war ad- 
ministration must have been something 
terrible. We all know the expenditure 
of nervous force sometimes consequent 
upon the representation of the people by 
merely the rank and file in Parliament, 
and I am quite prepared to believe that 
the stress of Senator Pearce’s four years 
of office as Minister for Defence must 
have been very great indeed. He was 
a successful War Minister, and I for one 
would have been prepared to accept the 
responsibility at any time of voting a 
sum of money to give him a holiday. I 


_do not grudge the few pounds paid for 
his passage to the Old Country, but I say 


that his place was here, and not there, 
and the demobilization was proceeding 
‘satisfactorily, and would have continued 
to do so, if Senator Pearce had remained 


in Melbourne at the head of the Aus- 


tralian military administration. 

Senator O’Kerrere.—The  henorable 
senator would have found several on this 
side ready to pay for a holiday for Sena- 
tor Pearce. 

Senator BAKHAP.—I am _ glad _ to 
hear that generous indorsement of the 
view I take of the matter. 

Senator Barnes.—Senator Pearce has 


got his holiday, and you have dodged the 


responsibility for it. 
Senator BAKHAP.—The responsibility 


here is being borne by the shoulders of 


the Minister for Repatriation (Senator 
Millen). For the problems of demobiliza- 


tion are inferior to those of repatriation, 


and one factor is closely linked with the 
other. The absence of Senator Pearce 
has undoubtedly added to the great re- 
sponsibilities of Senator Millen. 

Senator pe Larerm.—How can the 
honorable senator argue that? Surely 
Senator Millen’s burden has not been in- 
creased because of Senator Pearce’s ab- 
sence ? | 


Senator BAKHAP.—TI shall not argue 
the matter in detail at this stage. I have 
the greatest respect for Senator Pearce’s 
capacity and, after all, in time of war 
nothing succeeds like success; he was Aus- 
trala’s War Minister during the four and ~ 


a half years of strife which have now ter- 


minated so gloriously for our arms. 
Reverting to my statement that the 


British Empire is different from all other — 


Empires, and illustrative of that fact, I 
shall read a brief paragraph from the 
Ministerial statement which indicates the 


greatest change that has ever taken place » 


in the history of the outer Dominions of 
the Empire. It is as follows:— 


At the request of the Imperial Government, 
Executive authority was conferred upon the 
Australian Ministers to sign the treaty on 
behalf of the Commonwealth, but the adoption 
or otherwise will be dependent on the will of 
Parliament. 


In other words, with Imperial consent and 
assistance, the Commonwealth has, in a 


diplomatic sense, been elevated to the — 


status of an independent community. 
There is alesson in this for all the 
peoples of our Empire. It has been said 
by a philosopher that immortality comes 
to these who are fit for it. Freedom comes 
to those who are fit for it. The bounds of 
freedom become ever wider in this Empire 
of ours. Why has the Mother Country 
consented to our elevation to an inter- 
national diplomatic status? It is because 
we were loyal to the Imperial ideal in the 
time of Imperial and democratic stress, 
when peril beset the whole of humanity. 
There are other people within the Empire 
who are striving to secure something 
approximating to the freedom which the 
Mother Country has given us almost with-. 
out our asking for it; and they should 


know that that freedom may be had — 


by bemg true to the Imperial ideal. 
There is a lesson for all men who desire 
to be nationally and racially patriotic, 


namely, that they should be loyal to the — 
One might say, ‘‘Seek — 


Imperial ideal. 
not to traverse by-paths. Throw in your 
lot with all the peoples that make up this 
great Empire, and everything shall be 
added unto you.’’ 

Senator O’ Krrre.—What about a bit of 
loyalty to Australia? 

Senator BAKHAP.—The best. way in 
which one can be loyal to Australia is to 


a 


q 
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be loyal for the next fifty or one hundred 
years to the Imperial ideal. In all else 
than sentiment Australia to-day is com- 
pletely independent. Her representatives 
—partly because of their incisiveness and 
force of character, and partly because of 
the loyalty and courage of the Australian 
people—have joined in the counsels of the 
nations of the world. They have been 
accorded complete international status. 
What more could we ask? 

I am particularly well pleased with the 
facts and figures given in the Ministerial 
statement regarding repatriation. I have 
thought that the burden imposed on the 
shoulders of one man was rather too heavy, 
and that, with all respect for the great 
ability of the Minister for Repatriation, 
I felt that he had a tendency to too 
ereatly centralize the administration of the 
Department. But whatever may be one’s 
opinions in that matter, a very great suc- 
cess has been achieved, considering the 
magnitude of the task. If. Australia’s 
legislators do not expect or promise too 
much, but will attempt to do things in 
the spirit of our repatriation legislation 
and of the Department, on behalf of re- 
turned soldiers, then we shall stand pre- 
eminent in the display of gratitude to 
those who have fought for us and our 
ideals. I hope Senator Millen will seri- 
ously consider the reduction of the burden 
now on his shoulders. I have marked with 
satisfaction the concession of greater 
powers to the local Repatriation Commit- 
tees; and, remembering the capacity of 
the Australian people for self-government, 
if those committees were to have their 
powers even further extended I do not 
think that ill would result. 

Senator Miitten.—There is only one 
step further, and that is to give them an 
open cheque book. 

Senator BAKHAP.—1I do not. know 
that we can altogether do that. 

Senator Mirren.—That is the only 
step which remains mow. 


Senator BAKHAP.—We have Ea 
that there will be some devolution of the 


powers of the Minister to certain Com- 


missioners. I do not think it would be 
undignified if the Minister were to put 
that into practice. 

Senator Miitien.—I wish the honorable 
senator would be more definite. If the 


machinery of repatriation can n be taioniae 
I am anxious to improve it. But to say 


that the whole business centres in my. _ 


hands is to overlook that there is a er 
Mission in existence. 


Senator BAKHAP.—I know that many. 


Wg 


complaints are made by a comparatively 


small percentage of dissatisfied men. I 


have personal knowledge of the characters << 


of hundreds of returned soldiers. A very 
large proportion of our men have been — 


generous in their testimony concerning the i; 


benefits conferred through the medium of 
the Repatriation Department. The great 
trouble, however, is that a small minority _ 
are very querulous. A-man may be am 
exceedingly good soldier and yet may nite 
be altogether fitted for civilian life. Many — 
men who were, perhaps, unemployable 
before the war, probably made excellent 


soldiers ; but those same fellows, upon re- 


turning, are likely to retain their pre-war 
characteristics. I do not know that very — 
much can be done for them. Their natural — 
inclinations are probably too strong to be — 
overcome by even the most beneficent — 
administration. When the Minister refers 
to the subject of repatriation I trust that — 


he will be clear in explaining his state- 


ment that no further devolution of 
powers upon the local repatriation com- 
mittees can be granted unless they are to 
be handed an open cheque book. — ; 

Senator Mirten.—And each committee 
allowed to be a law unto itself. 


Senator BAKHAP “Theres ame le. 


~~ 


circumstances in which those committees — 


might well make laws for themselves. In — 
some cases the committees are much more 
capable of advising with respect ae the | 
value of local land 

Senator Mititen.—The Depaclaieee 
does not actually control land settlement. 


Senator BAKHAP-—<d" am: aaiuane 


that, but I hope the Minister will explain _ 


his remark that no further devolution of — 


3 


powers can be granted to the committees e 


except to confer on them emsnid finan-— 
cial authority. 
Senator 


Mittren.—The new ee 


granted to them began to operate only ws 
recently. The honorable senator is pos- 


sibly thinking of complaints Sale! to ne 
granting of those added powers. __ 
Senator BAKHAP.—That may be 80. 


The Minister, no doubt, will Bred en- s e 


nt 

z Eeocestis senators ee aie the 
e subject. 

he "t desire to refer now to that paragraph 

| of the Ministerial statement which reads— 
‘The influenza epidemic in our midst has 

 eaused regrettable loss of life and widespread 

distress. 

Then follows reference to quarantine, and 
ee the health powers still retainéd by the 
 §$tates. Reference to the scourge cannot 
be too pointed. It has taken toll already 
a of several thousands of Australia’s best 
citizens; and, in its immediate social effect 

it is more disruptive even than the 

death of our gallant soldiers in 
battle. A young man goes away to the 
war. Probably he has-not many direct 
dependants. His decease arouses keen 
_ mental grief in his relatives, but its social 
effect is not so great as that of the death 
from influenza of a young mother who 
leaves behind her, perhaps, three or four 
- weak and helpless children. Any State, 
therefore, in order to protect its citizens, 
is justified in taking advantage of all that 
nature may have given it in the way of 
isolation. If the safety of a people is 


- the supreme law, the lives of the people 


~ must besynonymous with the safety of the 
State. It is true that important health 
_ powers still reside with the States, al- 
eee quarantine matters are in the 

a ~ hands of the Commonwealth, and by virtue 
of this important health power, certain 
States did certain things, with the best 
possible intention of protecting the lives 

of their citizens. The State of Tas- 
mania by no means defied the constitu- 
tional rights of this Government, but in 
pursuance of its health powers, provided 

_ for a seven days’ quarantine; and it ap- 
pears that the Commonwealth officers 
thought this period excessive. It may be 
that Tasmania’s geographical isolation 
contributed to the happy result that has 
obtained up to the present, but as nothing 

_ succeeds hke success in regard to fighting 
< an epidemic as well as in a war, let me say 
that the Government of Tasmania has 
=:  suecessfully combated the influenza epi- 
“ demic, and up to the present has prevented 
it from getting into that State. Accord- 
ing to the law of averages, if it had got 
tO Tasmania it would have taken toll rot 


er 
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and I contend that it is much better for 
Tasmania, if we can commercialize such 
an important social question, to save 
those lives than to save £1,000,000, or to 
prevent a couple of millions being added. 
to the State debt. The Acting Prime Min- 
ister, very much to my disappointment, 
and instigated I know not how, threatened 
Tasmania with complete isolation if it did 
uot*fall in with-the wishes of the Com- 
monwealth Government in regard to the 
period of quarantine. 

Senator Lynou.—The disease got into 
the West in spite of precautions. 

Senator BAKHAP.—But there is land 
connexion with the West, and none with 
Tasmania, which is geographically iso- 
lated in this respect from the mainland, 
and no doubt the State Government took 
advantage of that fact. By virtue of 
a power which vests in the Acting Prime 
Minister only, because of the existence 
of the War Precautions Act, the State of 
Tasmania was threatened with complete 
shipping isolation if the local health re- 
gulations were not made to conform with 
those of the Commonwealth. We were 
told that shipping, which is under the. 
control of the Shipping Board, would be 
withdrawn, and Tasmania left. as itis at 
present, in a condition of isolation as re- 
gards the outside world, greater than has. 
obtained for the last eighty years. The 
position to-day is worse than it was in the 
whaling days. I am one of those who 
strongly support this Government, who 
believe it is in the interests of the Com- 
monwealth that this Government should 
be kept in office. But I say that the Act- 
ing Prime Minister must have been suffer- 
ing from some temporary aberration of — 
intellect, probably due to ill-health and 
stress of office, when he threatened the 
Tasmanian Government with the exercise 
of an authority, invested in him, not to — 
fight a State Government that was suc- 


cessfully combating an epidemic, but for : 


the purposes of war. I have promised to — 
allude to this matter, and while I cor- 
dially support the Acting Prime Minister, 
and think he has done a great deal in 
the way of useful work since the reins of 
Government have been in his hands, I 
certainly deprecate most strongly his 
action in threatening Tasmania with the 
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withdrawal of shipping because the Go- 
vernment of that State, in its solicitude 
for the welfare of its people, did not think 
it wise to accede to the demands of the 
health authorities in regard to shortening 
the period of quarantine. 

Senator Farrparrn.— But Tasmania 
was holding up ships for seven days when 
a shorter period of quarantine was being 
observed in other ports. 

Senator BAKHAP.—Can it be ex- 
pected that because Tasmania declined to 
accept the view of the Commonwealth 
authorities in regard to this vital matter, 
its people would view with equanimity a 
threat that shipping would be withdrawn? 
Tasmania is isolated and dependent upon 
shipping, whereas all the other States of 
the mainland have rail communication 
through the capital cities. 

Senator RusseLrt.—Action was taken 
because your Government failed to honour 
its agreement. 

Senator 
vernments of the States I venture to say 
that the Tasmanian Government is the 
least hostile in its attitude towards the 
Commonwealth. 

Senator Murcany.—I hope-the Min- 
ister will tell us how the Tasmanian Go- 
vernment failed to honour its agreement. 

Senator Russetut.—They promised, in 
common with the other States, to hand 
over all quarantine matters to the Com- 
monwealth Government, and “broke 
away” from it. 

Senator BAKHAP.—On fie subject 
I feel sure that it would be as well if the 
Minister read the telegrams from Mr, 
Lee, the State Premier. 

Senator Russrru.—I have. read the 
agreement, which is more important. 

Senator BAKHAP.—I can only say 
that Tasmania is the least disposed of all 
the States to break away from any obli- 
gations entered into with the Common- 
wealth. 

Senator Russetu.—The Tasmanian Go- 
vernment deliberately failed to honour an 


agreement into which, in conjunction with . 


the other States, it had entered. 

Senator BAKHAP.—That agreement 
was made when they instituted the first 
period of quarantine at the beginning of 
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the outbreak. Only when the Common- - 


wealth authorities sought to diminish that 


period did the Tasmanian Government, in — 
its wisdom and solicitude for its people, 


decide to maintain the original period de- 


ties. 


Senator Lyncu.—But we were crying ~ 
out for shipping in the West, and you ~ 


were holding it up. 
Senator BAKHAP.—As I have already 


pointed out, there was rail communica- 


tion with Wester Australia. I feel sure — 
that the Tasmanian Government would — 
not, and dare not, in the face of local 
public opinion, recede from the position 


they have taken up. 


Senator Mutcany.—That is absolutely 


correct. 

Senator BAKHAP.—I venture to say 
further that one of the factors in secur- 
ing such a substantial victory for the — 
National Government of Tasmania at the 
recent general election was its determined 
attitude and solicitude for the health of 
its_people. 

There is one other matter which is 
exercising my mind, and to which I wile 
make allusion before I resume my seat. 
Other subjects are only indicated in the 
Ministerial statement, and may be dealt 
with when they are particularized and 
brought before us in the shape of Bills. 


In paragraph 11 of the Ministerial state- 


ment, the following appears :— 


11. Notwithstanding the elaborate legisla- 


tion and machinery designed by the Common- 
wealth and the States to prevent or settle in- 
dustrial disputes, Australia is even at this 


termined by the Commonwealth authori- 


critical time faced by grave domestic troubles. ates 


of this character. 


No doubt that is very trite, and very true. rs 


What are we going to do about it? 


The seamen, who obtained increased wages 


and improved conditions under an award ee . 
the Commonwealth Court 


in January last, 
have struck, and thrown idle practically the 


whole of the Inter-State shipping. The Go-: 


ar 
7 


vernment intervened with the object of avert- 


ing the disorganization of industry, but the 


seamen declined the. mediation of the Court. 
The Government has, in order to conserve igh 


and power for essential needs, imposed restric- s 


tions on the consumption of fuel. 
I am not one of those who, by a inptlens® 


observation, would intensify the acuteness 
of an Dots MBA acute situation, but I will 


4 
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say that the Australian people, one of the 
latest of the world’s Democracies, will 
have to address themselves to an imme- 
diate consideration of what constitutes a 
State, what are its powers, and what 
should be the attitude of its Government, 
not only in times of industrial erisis, but 
on all occasions. I am afraid that a cer- 


~ tain flabbiness has got into the minds of 


the Australian people, and into the minds 


of many Australian Governments, regard- 
~ ing the conception of a State. 


I say, with- 


3 out any hesitation, that if a citizen in a 


yr 


ing? 


Democracy, or even in an Autocracy, 


_ wishes to go about his lawful employment, 


and if the State flabbily refrains from 
protecting him to the utmost extent of 


its power, then for that individual the 


State, to all intents and purposes, has 
ceased to exist—the community power is 
no longer available to him. In Australia, 
unfortunately, the community power has 
not been available, quite recently, for the 
protection of men who wish to go about 
their lawful occasions. Does the State 
exist for men who wish to do something 
in the way of lawful employment, to keep 
the necessary services of the country go- 
If it fails to afford men this pro- 
tection, it has no community value, and 
I say that this Government had better 
immediately address itself to the question 
of setting the wheels of industry going, 
of calling upon all well-disposed forces 
in this community to bring about a ces- 
sation.of this industrial unrest. Nothing 
else is so necessary in the interests of 
Australia at this juncture.. My colleagues, 
Senator Earle, Senator Mulcahy, Mr. 
McWilliams, and I came over yesterday 
in a vessel, which, because of this atmo- 
sphere of unrest, brought only a few pas- 
sengers from Tasmania, after having 
taken home a number of returning troops. 
She came over, I was going to say, with 
her holds empty; but they were not empty. 
The cargo in that vessel has been carried 
across the stormy seas of the Straits, and 
along the coast of Tasmania three or four 
times. What is the community coming to 


when such a condition of affairs as that — 


is allowed to continue? We must ask our- 
selves some serious questions, and expect 
some stern answers. No Government is 


<5 worthy of the name which does not at 
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once grapple with the situation. Let it 
be settled once and forall. If these people 
who talk about direct action—who will 
not observe the dicta of Courts, set up 
really for their especial benefit—are a 
minority in the community, does the Go- 


vernment which must, in a Democracy, ~ 


represent a majority, think it is doing its 


duty if it sits still and allows the indus- 


tries of the country to be held up by a 
minority? They must be the minority,. 
otherwise they would be content with the 
legislative power which they could con- 
trol in this Parliament. 


the questions that must be asked. 
and answered. Only this morning I 
was reading in one of the latest 


magazines a well authenticated article 
on the condition of Russia. 
there—and surely it is _ ludicrously 
ominous—that the names of two of these 
Russians who are prominent in the so- 


called government of their country at 
the present time, are Lunatcharsky and | 


Dementieff. 
could not be. 


More fitting names there 


the workmen in Russia that strikes are a 
form of treason to the nation, and that 
they will have to be dealt with in a very 
stern manner. 
properly constituted Courts for the set- 


tlement of industrial disputes have been ~ 


established, the industrialists are guilty 
of treason against the community if they 


fail to take advantage of them, and resort _ 
Direct action will have ~ 


to direct action. 
to be met by~direct action, and the Com- 
monwealth and its component parts— 
which are represented by, in Many re- 
spects, sovereign Governments—must as- 
sert the community power of the Sta'e. If 
the arm of the State is at all times to be 
paralyzed by the acts of a comparatively 
small minority of its citizens, what is the 
use of the State? All this flabbiness will 


have to be shed, and the Government, an- 


stead of waiting to see whether a strike 


This is one of. 


I find. 


But even these represen- 
tatives of the Soviets have had to tell 


In a Democracy in which ~ 


a 


; 


will peter out, will have to take the situa- 


tion in hand, and appeal to all the forces 
of the community to set the wheels of 
industry going, despite the men who are 
on strike, and who, after all, may prove to 
be merely so many flies upon the wheel. 
The working man has no enemy in me. 


~ 
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If I secure an overdraft of a few pounds 
from the bank I have to pay interest — 
upon it. I have no shares in breweries 
or in banks. I can get sufficient for my 
needs without this auxiliary assistance. I 
am not the slave of any capitalist. I am 
here in the interests of the whole com- 
munity, and I say that the rights and 
privileges of the community must be 
asserted forthwith. 


Senator Grant.—The honorable sena-- 


or does not expect the Government to 
move, does he? 


Senator BAKHAP.—I do. I call upon 
them to marshal the forces of the ma- 
jority, seize this thing by~the throat, and 
finish it once and for ever. If the sea- 
men have a dispute, the constituted 
Oourts of the country are open to them. 
To avail themselves of the weapon of the 
strike is another form of war. We want 
peace, and not war. When the war be- 
tween nations has come to an end, shall 
we not put an end to our own civil wars? 
If some persons are going to appeal to 
direct action, let the Government also 
resort to direct action. There is too 
much flabbiness exhibited in dealing with 
these matters. There are hundreds o 
thousands of men in Australia who are 
willing to carry on the services of the 
State if only they are assured of the pro- 
per protection by the exercise of the 


community power. But how can 
they be assured of that when we 
have weak-kneed Premiers who _hesi- 


tate to do the right thing when it 
eomes to the pinch, and whose loud- 
mouthed professions of their intentions 
are not translated into action when the 
eris's comes? I really rose to emphasize 
the spirit in which I regard this particu- 
lar paragraph in the Ministerial state- 
ment, and I do say that I expect the Go- 
vernment, if they claim to represent “a 
majority of the people of the community, 
to take such action as shall prove that the 
power of the majority must prevail. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[8.21].—In the Ministerial statement of 
policy I fail to find any paragraph deal- 
ing with the position at Canberra. Some 
twenty years ago the people of Australia 
agreed to unite in an_ indissoluble 
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Federation, and amongst the other con- 
ditions to whieh they then subscribed was 
one that the Seat of Government of the 
Commonwealth should be located in New 
~South Wales, at a spot not less than 100. 


miles distant: from Sydney. Up to the’? . 


present moment, However, there has been 
no effort of a persistent character to ae 


Se . 


£%; 


effect to that undertaking. Indeed, OVOPYA Hr 


thing seems to be centred in Mel- — 
bourne with more determination day by — 


day and week by week. We hear honor-* 


able senators continually quoting the Mel- 
bourne newspapers, as if those jour-— 


nals represented the whole of the Com- 73 


monwealth. It is time that this kind of — 
thing came to an end. At Canberra we 
have an area of country which in many _ 
ways cannot be surpassed. We have there _ 
a magnificent supply of water, and an 
up-to-date power house, whose services — 
have not been utilized save in the smallest — 
possible manner—in short, we have every-_ 
thing that is required to enable us ee 
found the Capital of the Commonwealth. — 
But up to the present time the in flieennee? 
of Melbourne has been more than suffi- 
cient to prevent the pledge which was 
given to the people of Australia being duly - 
honoured. We are now told that nothite = 
can be done in this direction because of 
the aftermath of the war. 
were informed that nothing could be done — 
on account of the war. But now we are 
assured that no steps can be taken to 


establish the Commonwealth Panieenee : 


at Canberra until the entire cost of fhe 


war has been liquidated. If that be eo 


Previously we 


ae oat 


roo 


an 


aos 
as 


ay 
he 
ia 
a 


it would be better to forever abandon the ae’ f 
idea of establishing the Capital there at 


all. 
to extract- Cees Ministers their intentions — 
in regard to this matter.. The acceptance — 


of a plan for the parliamentary buildings: - fe. 


at Canberra has been delayed under one — 
pretext or another for quite a number of © 


years, and so far as I can gather, noi ier 
in this direction is contemplated for a long - Se 

Yet, it does appear to me ~ 
that no very great difficulty need be time 


time to ¢ome. 


perienced in removing this Parliament to _ 
the Capital site. I find, upon looking — 
through a list which has been ieee 


that more than a majority of its members _ 
are in favour a removing there at the. 


NS 


a a? 


I regret that it is almost impossible = = 


a am further 
ee by a well-known Sydney archi- 
“teet, whose opinion can doubtless be con- 
ned by members of his profession in 
BS ‘Melbourne, that for the nominal sum of, 
gay, £150,000, all the buildings required 
— to suitably accommodate the two branches 
- of this Parliament and the Governor- 
La ral, can be erected within the brief 
“Pe iod of nine months. Such a statement 
_ should surely receive consideration at the 
5 hands of the Government, and if it be 
- found practicable to give effect to this 
= idea, the time is surely-long overdue for 
the eantfar of the Seat of Government 
from Melbourne to Canberra. We have 
~ there an area of nearly 1,000 square miles, 
3 embracing large tracts ‘of good country 
which could be made available to re- 
ae turned soldiers practically free of cost. 
Yet the Government have not yet settled 
4 a single returned man there. To my 
mind they are not dealing fairly with 
this Parliament by ignoring their obli- 
BS gations to establish the Seat of Govern- 
- ment in New South Wales, and in the 
«very near future they will find amongst 
_ their own supporters such a volume of 
a. indignation concerning their inaction 
ter t they will no longer be able to dis- 

- regard it. 
The Minister for Repatriation has 
= ~ placed before us from time to time a very 


assu CQ 


pemewereble number of documents, in ad- | 


dition to which he has made very many 
bee speeches, elaborating the work of his De- 
_ partment. 
difficult for men who are entitled to con- 
sideration at the hands of that Depart- 
ment, to obtain redress of their gr levances. 
I propose to quote one of these cases in 
ie order to show that there must be a con- 
Ss? siderable number of returned soldiers who 
are not getting a fair deal from the 
_ Repatriation Department. Some time 
ago an officer came to me and complained 
_ that he was unable, although he had been 
a back i in Australia some six or seven weeks, 
+ to secure the amount which was due to 
_ him for deferred pay. He was one of 
those men who was exceedingly anxious 
ty to get out of khaki into civilian attire, 
an nd to assist once more in the production 
aera His deferred pay, I oe 
bpnied to pelyoer £60 and £70. 
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. yet been able to collect the balance. 
Yet we find that it is most: . 


Statement, =~ 10219 


Senator Pratren.—Is not that a mat- 
ter for the Defence Department ? 


‘Senator GRANT.—Probably the hon- 
orable senator is right; but the operations 
of the Defence and Repatriation Depart- 
ments are very closely interwoven, This 
man was quite unable to obtain from the 
Department the deferred pay, to the 
amount of between £60 and £70, to 
which he was entitled. 
the money had been placed to his credit 
in the Commonwealth Bank. He was in- 
formed at the Bank that the money had 
not been placed to his credit, and finally 
he asked me to take the matter in hand. 
Such matters should not have to be dealt 
with by members of Parliament. The Go- 
vernment Departments concerned should 
so manage that such a man would be able 
to get satisfaction at the earliest possible 
moment. When this man failed to get 
satisfaction he asked me to fake the mat- 
ter up for him, and I did so. On one oc- 
easion, long after office hours, I finally 
got into communication with the general 
manager of the Commonwealth Bank. 
He asked to see the man, and I took him 
along with me. Most of the employees 
of the Bank had gone home, and the 
general manager was running the concern 


almost on his own. We saw him, 
and papers were produced showing 
that this man was entitled to  be- 


tween £60 and £70. After-a short period 


the manager of the Bank agreed to give ~ 


He has not 
This 
man had been away for four years fight- 
ing for Australia. Part of the time he 
was in Hgypi, about the Suez Canal, up 
and down the Holy Land from Dan to 
Beersheba, and, I think, also somewhere 
in Mesopotamia. During his absence his 
good wife lived in a tent. The first thing 
the returned soldier had to do with his 
deferred pay when he got it was to pay 
it away to a local land jobber to secure 
the right to live on a small block of land 


the man a cheque for £60. 


in the bush. One would have thought — 


that this man would be entitled to get 
some money from the Repatriation De- 
partment to provide himself with a home; 
but nothing of the kind. 
ment does not make provision for such 
a case. It would appear that prior to 


his enlistment he occupied a position as — 


He was told that — 


The Departs 


eed 
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military instructor to the New Zealand 
Forces. That occupation was, of course, 
gone when the armistice was declared, 
and this man has been ‘trying ever since 
to secure some financial assistance in order 
to go into business and build a small 
home. So far, he has been quite unable 
to get it. I wish to direct particular at- 
tention to a fact which I think represents 
a very grave reflection upon the general 
manager and the Governor, if not also 
upon the constitution, of the Common- 
wealth Bank. This man informs me 
that he recently waited upon the Com- 
monwealth Bank authorities and asked 
them for a loan of £100. Tilt is not a 
very large sum, and he was able to give 
fairly good security and the guarantee of 
a well-known land auctioneer in Sydney. 
In spite of this, the Commonwealth Bank, 
which was supposed to do such a great 
deal for the people of this country, abso- 
lutely refused to lend the nominal sum of 
£100 to this returned soldier. If the 
Commonwealth Bank is prepared to lend 
money without limitation to those who 
desire to gamble in the foodstuffs of the 
country, and to the exploiters of the 
country, to enable them to still further 
exploit the people, and will not lend a 
nominal sum in such a case as that I have 
mentioned, I say that—whether it in- 
volves a reversion to political influence or 
not—in my opinion, the Governor and 
the general manager of the Bank should 
be informed in unmistakable terms that 
such a policy as that must cease. 

Senator Muncany.—They would cease 
to be bankers then. 

Senator GRANT.—If the Common- 
wealth Bank refuses to lend a returned 
soldier who served for more than four 
-years at the Front the nominal sum of 
£100 in order to assist him to get into a 
business, it is not performing the func- 
tions we expected that it would perform. 
This is a very serious charge to bring 
against the Commonwealth Bank, and 
one which demands inquiry. 


Senator pr Lareir.—lIt would be a fine - 


bank if it were run on the lines sug- 
gested by the honorable senator, and 
would lend money to any one who came 
along. 
Senator GRANT.—There is no reason 
why it should not lend money to a man 
who requires assistance to build a home. 


Senator Murcany.—It would be a 
benevolent institution. . 

Senator GRANT.—No; this man was 
prepared to pay interest, and the repay- 
ment of the loan would have been 
guaranteed by one of the best-known 
men in Sydney. It appears to me 
that it is against the policy of the 
Commonwealth Bank to lend money 
for such a purpose. I do not for a 


moment expect it to be a charitable — 


institution, but I do say that a bank 
that is prepared to 


ploit the people would be doing far 
better service to the country if it lent 


lend money 
to enable exploiters to still further ex- 


‘ 


A 
au 


money to those who are prepared to go — 


into business and to erect homes for 
themselves. | ; 


Senator Prarren.—Why did not this — 
man take advantage of the facilities al- — 


ready existing in New South Wales for 
his purpose? 

Senator GRANT-—So far as 
he tried all round, and failed to secure 
a loan of even the nominal sum of £100. 

Senator Pratrren. — Facilities for 
building homes are provided by the Go- 
vernment of New South Wales. 

Senator McDoveart.—That is only an 
advertisement. : 

Senator Prarren.—No; it is a 
practical scheme. 

Senator DE 
building societies in Sydney? 


Senator GRANT.—I want to know | 
why the Commonwealth Bank, if it lends — 


money for the purpose to which I have 


referred, should not be prepared to lend ef 


a small sum to this man? The security 


would be good enough. The land is there, 


the home would be there, and the repay- 


ment of the loan would be guaranteed by © 


one of the best-known men in Sydney. 


The fact appears to be that it is against 
the practice and policy of the Bank to 
lend money for such a purpose, and, if 
that be so, the Governor of the Bank and 
the general manager should be informed — 


that it is not carrying out one of the 
functions for which the people thought 
it. was established. AN | 

Senator Prarren.—The 
senator 18 arguing 
policy. 


I know, . 


very 


Larare.—What about 


honorable . 
on the question of 


want 
: / 


» 


the functions 
Bank to embrace operations of this kind? 


been given a fair deal. 
typical of the way in which returned sol- 
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Senator GRANT.—I say that the 
Bank should be prepared to give the 
people of this country a fair deal. 

Senator Prarrrn.—This man _ should 
take advantage of facilities provided by 
the State Government. 


Senator GRANT.—I do not know the 
facilities offered by the State Govern- 
ment of New South Wales, but I do say 
that the Commonwealth Bank would be 
doing the right thing in lending money to 
men such as the returned soldier I have 
referred to. He is the very type of man 
Senator Bakhap approves of. He is pre- 
pared immediately to get into civilian 
clothes and employ himself in the produc- 
tion of wealth. Surely such men are the 
men we want. We are told every day 
through the press, in this Chamber, and 
elsewhere, that what we most need is 
more production, and yet the Common- 
wealth Bank, which belongs to the people, 
refuses to lend to a man of this type the 
nominal sum of £100 upon excellent 
security. 

Senator Prarrren.—Why load the 
functions of the Commonwealth Bank 
whilst facilities are provided by the State 
Government ? 


Senator GRANT.—Why not extend 
of the Commonwealth 


This man fought for Australia, and on 
his return had difficulty in securing his 


deferred pay. When he did secure it, he 


had to pay away the whole of it to a 


land jobber at Cronulla before he could 


secure a place upon which to begin the 
production of wealth, 


Senator Prarren.—What wealth is he 


producing at Cronulla? 


Senator GRANT.—He purposed en- 
gaging in what is supposed to be a very 
profitable undertaking, and one which 
has not been exploited to any extent in 
Australia. He proposes to engage in the 
production of squabs. He is an expert 
in the business, ag is also his wife, and 


though he wanted but a tittle assistance 


in cash from the. Commonwealth Bank, 
it was refused him. I say that he has not 
His case is only 


dierg are dealt with. 
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Another case came under my notice 
some time ago, in which a returned man 
with a wife and a family of six was 
particularly anxious to secure a very 
small area of land in New South Wales 
—not one of the fabulously extensive 
estates we read of. He desired to secure 
a small area of 44 acres. It was cer- 
tainly in a state of high cultivation, well 
planted with fruit trees in good bearing. 
In his opinion, it would provide him and 
his family with a competent living. The 
owner of the block asked £800 for it. 
I am unable to say whether that price 
was toc high, but this returned man was 
exceedingly anxious to engage im- ~ 
mediately in a useful employment. So 


‘far as I know, he has failed to secure any 


land whatever in the whole State of New 
South Wales. Correspondence to an ex- 
traordinary extent has taken place with 
the Lands Department of New South 
Wales. Inspectors have been sent to visit 
the block, but, so far, finality has not 
been reached. That is not the way in 
which to assist in increasing the produc- 
tion of the Commonwealth. Here are 
two men whose cases have come under 


_my notice, who are desirable citizens ex- 


ceedingly anxious to do something to in- 
crease the production of wealth in the 
Commonwealth, and they are blocked on 
the very threshold of their endeavour. 
I say that the Repatriation Department, 
the Lands Department of New South 
Wales, the Commonwealth Bank, or some 
other institution of the kind should be 
in a position to give financial as- 
sistance in such cases. Yet, so 
far as I know, nothing has been done. 
It was in December last year, I think, 
that the Senate almost unanimously 
agreed to the passage of the War Ser- 
vices Homes Bill. I am not quite sure 
what amount of money was placed at the 
disposal of the authorities thereunder. 
My recollection, however, is that the sum 
was practically inexhaustible. Despite 
that, and although an official was put mm 
charge at a salary of £1,500 a year, or 
about £30 per week, and was provided 
with State.staffs and offices, about seven 
months have elapsed, and not one build- 
ing has yet been erected in the Common- 
wealth under the Act. The fact does not 
reflect credit on the Government. They 
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deserve the greatest censure for eee fail- 
ure to put the Statute into operation. If 
an unlimited supply of money were placed 
at the disposal of the building trades, and 
of the architects and contractors in the 
various Australian cities, there would ~ 
be innumerable homes erected In much 
less time than seven months, A very 
large number of Australians who have 
been abroad for the past four years are 
now, seeking homes. Probably many of 
those men ‘were formerly engaged in 
building, or in the production of build- 
ing materials. To-day, however, they 
eannot get homes for themselves. In- 
stances have come under my notice where 
houses, suitable for the accommodation 
only of four or five people, have been 
occupied by twelve persons, and even 
more. This overcrowding is more accen- 
tuated to-day than at any other time in 
the history of the Commonwealth. I am 
not going to advocate that our people” 
should be reduced to making their homes 
in tents. That kind of hfe may be all 
very well as a holiday at the beach; but, 
in view of the enormous shortage of. hous- 
ing accommodation, and realizing, as I. 
do, that there are probably very many 
tents obtainable from the Defence De- 
partment to-day, I would like to see them 
made available, at nominal cost, at the 
earliest possible moment, for those who 
cannot secure homes and are not averse 
from temporarily residing im tents. 

Senator Rvussert.—We have no tents, 
or very few, in Australia to-day. But 
we have given them 5,000 blankets and 
5,000 yards of flannel. 


Senator GRANT.—I am glad to hear 
of that. The cost of material for cloth- 
ing is almost beyond the purchasing capa- 
city of many people. The Government 
should wake up and ask -those officers 
who have been appointed under the hous- 
ing scheme when they intend to earn 
their salaries. If a private employer had 
secured a man at £1,500 a year, and had 
provided him with expensive staffs and 
branch offices throughout the land, can— 
one imagine that he would tolerate such 
absolute lack of result as exists to-day 
under. the Commonwealth Act?» How 
long is it to continue? One of the main 
reasons for the high cost of house build- 


ing. a dee, ‘is s the-. extraording 


laid down -by Dr. 


~ for these men six hours is a ver 


building material, be rare ‘tl 
ment are professing. to be anx 
so much for returned men, t 

done nothing to reduce the cost of 1 
ing material. According to newspa] 
reports, it is proposed to build — 
thirty-five houses on 1 acre in one io 
Melbourne suburbs. 


xn ded for working men. 
matter ? 


ther Sock structures will be in contra: e) 
tion of local building laws, but returne 
men and their wives and families 1 
secure shelter somewhere; and if the 
vernment are not prepared to use 
money which Parliament has places 
their disposal, they had better make v 
for an authority which will get busy. 

New South Wales, some time ago. 
State Government announced that 
were going to do wonders. _ 
only a comparatively few houses. 
all of the homes in that State have 
erected by private enterprise. vt 
New South Wales Government at 


with all its powers recently granted, 
with all its money, will apPereaiey 
nothing. 

I desire to refer briefly to what. se 
an unsatisfactory condition of affairs 
the General Post Office in Sydney. — 
admit that the building was erected n 
years ago, and that it is on y 
sty design in Bogie ee 


Beced are the enc gets 
Chisholm, one of 
best-known medical men in Sydney 


day’s work. The telegraphists 
their day, I understand, » ate 8.30 
and cease at 3 o’clock. ee two 
in each week, however, 2 
quired to remain until 6 par 
forty men are involved, Pum 


_ +prayers. 
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ES ‘there is an exceedingly unsatisfaictory 
___ state of affairs. Many of them are break- 
a ing down under the strain. 


| It would be 
far better to increase the staff. The extra 
- amount of money paid in salary would be 
more than balanced by the saving in sick 
pay. Six hours daily are the full limit 
_ for any man to work as a telegraphist. 
In most instances six hours are too many. 
_ Senator Mitien.—Is the honorable 
senator referring to the hours of work 
_ during the present epidemic, when so 
many men are away ? 

Senator GRANT.—I am not. No 
doubt the situation is much worse now, 
when the staff is short handed. The tele- 

_ graphists are asked to work on two days 


a _ in each week for eight and a half hours. 
itis too much. Added to the exceptional . 


nature of their duties, they are closely 
packed together, which makes their task 
_ all the more trying. Accommodation is 
altogether insufficient, and yet it is a 
matter which could be easily remedied. 
Possibly the authorities are awaiting the 
return of men from the war in order to 
‘replace them in their former jobs. I do 
not know that that is so; but, in any case, 

; the position must be relieved. 
Debaie interrupted, and adjournment 


question put, under sessional order. 


Senate adjourned at 4 p.m, 


Wouse of Representatives. 
Friday, 27 June, 1919. 


‘Mr. Srraxer (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 11 a.m., and read 


| PETITION. 

Mr. LYNCH presented a petition from 
the women of Bowral praying for the re- 
moyal of the New South Wales quaran- 
tine station from North Head, Sydney. 

Petition received and read. 


NEW SOUTH WALES QUARANTINE 
STATION. 

Mr. RILEY.—Wil} the Acting Prime 

‘Minister state whether there is any truth 


e in the rumour that the Government has 
under consideration the advisableness of 


-Yemoving the quarantine station from 


eae North Head to Bowral ? 


~- 
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SIGNING OF PEACE. 
PREMATURE ANNOUNCEMENT. 


Mr. HIGGS.—I desire to ask the 
Acting Prime Minister a” question re- 
lating to the premature announcement of 
the signing of peace. May I state by way 
of explanation that in the Argus of 
Wednesday last there appeared large 
black headings as fotlows:—‘‘ Peace 
Signed ’’; ‘‘Germany Accepts Terms ”’ ; 
“* Official Announcement.’’ Then followed 
the statement that the Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt) had released a 
message received by him from the Royal 
Australian Radio Station, Perth, stating 
that— | ; 

The following message has been intercepted 
from the Mauritius Royal Naval Radio Sta- 
tion: —‘ To all stations; peace signed.” 

This news being sent by the Naval Radio 

officer at Mauritius is official, and immediately 
upon its receipt in Melbourne Radio Com- 
mander F. G. Cresswell despatched a copy to 
His» Excellency the Governor-General and to 
the Acting Prime Minister. A few minutes 
after 10 o’clock Mr. Watt released the news 
for publication. 
The honorable gentleman considered the . 
announcement to be so authentic that he 
issued to the people a message of deep 
thankfulness. I desire to ask him if he 
does not think that he should protect the 
public from misleading messages of the 
kind, and whether he will take some 
steps to ascertain who was responsible for 
the sending of the message ? 

Mr. WATT.—I have already taken 
those steps. J have called on the Navy 
Department to inquire as to the circum- 
stances in which the Radio Station at 
Perth received the message, and a report 
from the officer in charge who was 
responsible for sending the message from 
the Royal Australian Naval Radio 
Station, Perth, to Melbourne reached 
me yesterday. I shall be glad to lay 
it on the table. 


POISONING OF CANNED FOODS. | 


Mr. FOWLER.—Has the Minister for 
Trade and Customs seen the somewhat 
sensational statement in the press this 
morning to the effect that German -em- 
ployees in various parts of America are 
engaged in poisoning canned foods subse- 
quently sent to the British Dominions? 
In view of the possibility of such an 
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occurrence, I desire to ask him whether 
he will cause stringent tests to be made 
of all such articles, so that the public 
mind may be Set at rest. 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes; exhaustive in- 
quiries will be made. 

Mr. ANSTEY.—In regard to the 
important matter mentioned by the hon- 
orable member for Perth (Mr. Fowler) 
I ask the Minister for Trade and Customs 
whether he will take into consideration 
the advisableness of appointing Govern- 
ment tasters ? 

Mr, WATT.—The Opposition will also 
be represented. 

Dr. MALONEY.—Will the Minister 
for Trade and Customs take action to 
appoint a scientific committee to watch 
over all imported foods entering Australia, 
and wilt he also cable to America to 
ascertain if there is any truth in the 
report referred to? 

Mr. GREENE.—As I have already 
stated, exhaustive inquiries will be 
made, and the Government will then 
be able to determine what action should 
be taken. 

Dr. MALONEY.—TIf it is found that 
there is any truth in the report as to 
the poisoning of foodstuffs intended for 
consumption in the British Dominions, 
will the Minister for Trade and Customs 
invita the Cabinet to consider the 
advisableness of abolishing the importa- 
tion of all foods into Australia? 

Mr, GREENE.—If it be found, upon 
investigation, that there is reasonable 
ground for believing that there is any 
truth in the statement, steps will be 
taken immediately to prohibit. the impor- 
tation of such goods from the country in 
which the adulteration has taken place 
until such time as we are in a position 
to have the whole matter dealt with. 


COURT MARTIAL: H.M.A;S. 
AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. FENTON.—As_ the Acting 
Minister for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) will 
be returning from Sydney in a day or 
two, will the Acting Prime Minister take 
steps at once to confer with him with a 
view to securing either a reduction of the 
sentence passed on the brave men dealt 
with by the Naval Court Martial on the 
Australia, or their release ? 


Court Martial: [REPRESENTATIVES] 


- 


HMR aeealion es 


Mr. WATT.—It is unfortunate that 


the honorable member did not hear the 


answer I gave yesterday to an exactly — 
I announced the law — 


similar question. 
on the subject. 


Mr. Fentron.—What law ? 


Mr. WATT.—If the honorable mem- ma : 


ber had heard my answer to the question 
he would have been better informed. 1 
announced what was the law on the ques- 


tion, and said further that when the 


Acting Minister for the Navy returned 


from Sydney I would confer with him — 


about the whole matter. ; 


RECEPTION TO ADMIRAL : 
VISCOUNT JELLICOE. 


PAYMENT OF OFFICERS. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 


Johnson).—The honorable member for 


Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) yesterday 


‘asked me to inquire as to the pre- 


paration of a list of officers of the 


House who were on duty at the re- pe: 


ception given by the 
Admiral Viscount Jellicoe, in this build- 


ing. He complained that the list was in- 
complete, with the result that many — 


officers who were on duty did not receive 


extra payment. I promised to consult the 


responsible officers of the House and to 


advise him as soon as possible of the — 
I have now to state that I have 
made inquiries and learned that no list 
had at that time been prepared by any 


result. 


officer of the House in relation to the 


function, but that one has since been sup- 
plied from which, so far as this portion —_ 


of the building is concerned, there is no 


omission of any person who rendered ser- _ 


vice on that occasion.” 


Dr. Matonrty.—Then all the men wil ig : 


be paid ? | 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Yes; all other than > 


staff officers of the House will be paid. 
INSURANCE OF WORKMEN. 


Dr. MALONEY asked the Treasurer, 


upon notice— res. 
1. Is it a fact that the State Workmen’s In- 


Government to 


surance Department insure Commonwealth con- ee 


tractors’ men for 27s. 6d.? Soe ited 

2. Is it a fact that prior to the State charg- 
ing such premium the various 
charged 52s. 6d.? 


companies 


duced th premiums to the premiums charged 
by the State of Victoria, viz., 27s. 6d.?- 

4. De 0 such companies charge this rate in the 
s where there is no Government Work- 
‘Insurance Department, and, if not, what 
he several rates per cent. charged in the 
‘States? 


[ . WATT. —The erik State In- 
LT ce eet has supplied the 
answers -— — 


I The _ insurance e rate of premium charged by 
s Department for carpenters aa joiners is 


No. information is available as to the rates 
aC ne insurance ‘alee a in other States. 


ae WHEAT POOL. 

* Me PALMER asked the Acting Prime 
ie , upon notice— 

Pag as her the Government will supply a de- 
1 vied statement covering the present position 
C of the several Wheat Pools, showing— 

a) The amount of money involved in the 
gales of wheat to the British Govern- 


: fo ment, and the value of the wheat now | 


_ delivered in respect to sanfe, together 
with the amount of money advanced 
by them over and above the value of 
wheat delivered to date? 
What advances, if any, made by the 
- Federal Government to meet progress 
payments to farmers in respect to 
_ each pool, have still to be recouped 
perce! them by sales? 


Pecétione. es Roan G ott Simic to the 

State Wheat Offices by the Australian Wheat 
evens. furnish particulars of quantities and 
of eds of sales to 30th June next, in accord- 
$ ance: with the principles recently laid down for 
_ defining the participation of each Pool in such 
A statement will be prepared. on the 
1 of information as to local sales which is 
orded by the State Wheat Offices and not by 
ustralian Wheat Board. 


card to the particular items (a) and 
he pee akon t is as follows :- 


<5 £30, 333,000 (i.e., 500,000 tons and 

00. 000 tons). 

~The value of wheat delivered in respect 
. ois same is £24,657,000. 


"£5,676 000. 

(b) No advances have been made ti thé 
_ Australian Wheat Board by the Com- 
ah -monwealth Government to meet pro- 
- agree payments to farmers. 


Is" Pe ite fact. that ‘the sive compares re- 


_ tion money can be paid. . ey 
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CASE OF PAUL FREEMAN. aid 
Mr. ANSTEY asked the Acting Prime ab 


Minister, upon notice— 


With evant to the case of Paul Precuae 2 ae 
will the Acting Prime Minister make a state- 
ment as to the offence which Freeman is 
alleged to be guilty of, the names of the Beets 
sons who laid the accusation, if any, the names ~ ae 
of the persons who tried him, if he had any 
trial, and if Freeman has not had an oppor- see 


tunity of proving his innocence, will the Minis- ee 


ter say why he is now in gaol? The x 
Mr. WATT.—The answer to the honor- — 

able member’s question is as follows :— is 
Paul Freeman registered himself as an 


American alien. The information available to 
the Defence Department showed that Freeman 
had-been fined for a breacheof the War Pre- 
cautions (Aliens Registration) Regulations, in | 
that he had failed to report within seven days 
after acquiring a néw place of abode; that Free- 

man was an advocate of Industrial W orkers of ~* 
the World doctrines, and had made a SLO i: 
to the effect that any one going to the war was 
lower than a dog. Responsible testimony dis- _ 


closes the fact that Freeman iy Lose 
naturalize in Australia, and that, although he 
asserted that he was an American, evidence ~~ 


pointed to the fact that he was a German. For — 
these and other proper reasons, his deportation 
was ordered. It is not the_pr actice to disclose Sai 
the sources through which information is. ob-~ 
tained by the Department. Freeman is now in 
detention pending the result of inquiries from 
the authorities of the United States of America 
as to the reasons for refusing him permission” ve 
to land in that country. She 


WOOL CLIP. 
Mr. PIGOTT asked the Treasurer, wpon 


notice— 

1. Whether, in view of the worst. drought 
ever experienced in many parts of the Com- 
monwealth, will he make the 10 per cent. de- 
ducted from the 1918 wool clip available at 
once, so as to give immediate relief to those 
who are so much in need of it? B23 

2. Will he press the Imperial Government to 
adjust the division of profits, amounting to 50) 
per cent. on all wool sold abroad, so as to give _ 
the drought-stricken graziers prompt relief?" 3er 


Mr. WATT.—The Central Wool Com- 
mittee has supplied the following 
answers :— 


1, Until the actual-appraised value of the Paes 
wool for the whole of the wool season 1918-1919 _ 
has been determined, no proportion of the reten- : 7 


“* 


2, Advices from the British Imperial Govern- * 
ment do not indicate that the 50 per cent. prow * 
fits, if any, can be made available for a con-— 
siderable time. To emphasize the point, the ru 
whole of the wool from the 1916- 17 season has 2)" 


not Aad been disposed of. = ae 3 


WOMEN IN CONVENTS. 


Mr. PALMER asked the Acting Prime 
“Minister, upon notice— 


Whether the Government will appoint a 
Royal Commission to inquire— 
(a) As to the number of women alleged 
to be secluded in convents within the 
Commonwealth? 


in Ragen Rhye 8 oe at 
) NorthSouth_(REPI PR. 


(b) As to the increase in the number of ~ 


‘such women in’ each year from 1900 
to 1919, together with the’ number 
of institutions in which they. are 
placed? 


(ec) Whether all such women voluntarily 


become inmatesof such institutions? 
(d) Whether any of them desire to leave 

. or are detained against their wishes? 

(e) Whether such women, or any of them, 

are employed for the benefit of “such 

institutions? 

(f) As to what rates of rempneration (if 

. any) are paid for their services and 
how the rate of pay compares with 
that of others engaged in performing 
similar services outside such institu- 
tions, and subject to labour condi- 
tions? 

(g) As to what extent the conditions of 

life of such women, the services they 
perform, and their state of celibacy | 
affect the public policy of the Com- 
monwealth? 

(th) Whether any agents 


Ty 


of a foreign 


power have legal authority under the. 


Constitution to detain against their 
will any citizens of the Common- 
wealth? | 


(1) Generally as to the conditions of con- 


vent life which existed in Italy prior 
to the suppression of convents by the 
Government of that kingdom? 


Mr. WATT.—No. As all charitable 
and educational establishments are with- 
in the orbit of State constitutional power, 
the appointment of such a Commission by 
the Governor-General would not be ap- 
propriate. 
ment, the practice adopted by some hon- 
orable members of using questions on the 
-notice-paper.of Parliament as a hoarding 


rity. 


I may add that, in my judg- } 


on which to advertise their own politica] 


views. should be discontinued. 


NORTH-SOUTH RAILWAY. 
Ae PAGE (for Mr. Yarus) asked the 


Acting Prime Minister, upon notice— 


Whether it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to honour the agreement with South Aus- 
tralia for the completion of the North-South 
Overland. Railway, and to introduce a Bill for 
its: commencement this session ? 


al 


of the pailway cei fats T 
_ the financial and other condi 


to connect the railway in; Bout 
with the Darwin-Katherine line h 


decision is come to. 


FOOD PRICES: West 
AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. FOWLER asked 4he Mini 
Trade and Customs, wpon notice- 


1. Has the Government received a 
eation from the Premier of Western 
asking that the local Prices Comm 
should investigate certain food a 
fess s 


. If so, what action is being tak 
er 


Mr. 


“i 


GREENE —The answer : 


low -— 
oe oad ‘ \ 


War Precautions Act and eee 
Now that the war is over, the Govern 
lieve that if this power is to be exe 
should be done subject to— parliamenta 
trol, and by the proper constitutional 


formed that the late Prices Cortniiete 
saad Australia has ceased to hold 


: So 
COMMON WEALTE 
DEPARTMENTS, 


Me FENTON (for Mr. Vee x 
the Minister for Home ane Terri orl 
upon notice— : ea 3: 
od. Witt he inform the House—(a) 
ber of Commonwealth Departments — dj 


-laide; (b) the name, Loca ig spate os Kiva 
in rent for premises? 


Ad ‘Will he state whether ihe ina 
will take into consideration the adi 


for the purposes of the Cannan 
and other Governmynts DBEROSES: By “Ai 


we Fe ED 


Ph Nee Sebel, Bee 4g, Ps t Pe ee. 8 es ak as m4 < on ony oe: ey aes P 
oe. ata Sis mck ce ae a ti nae wy gt vy, es: a. v2 ¥ 
PAE eet eee: |g.” Ee. eee * ali 
Dest be Bir o7 Jue. 1919.1 eae 

a iat Prices : a UNE, ‘ 9. Be ae __ 10207 
iad eee hl) a ee 
GL NN The - answers to the © POST AND. TELEGRAPH 


ie. member's questions are. as fol- 


a = 
fe 

yak Full cretion as to all Commonwealth 
D ments in Adelaide ‘is not immediately 


able, ‘but, assuming that the honorable 


— 


h occupy leased premises, these are as fol- 
Ses 

Prime Minister’s 
OF Office, Royal Exchange Buildings (part 
a) only), King William- street. Rental, £156 
tam annum. °* 

_ Prime Minister’s oe other Departments. 
—Brookman’s Buildings (16 rooms~on 4th 
Rental, £500 per annum, plus £50 


‘ _ Treasury Department.—Land and_ In- 
come Tax Branch, Hindmarsh Buildings 
(part’ only). Rental, £1,048 per annum. 
tee  Old-age, Invalid, and War Pensions, St. 
ag ‘Luke’s Hall. Rental, £17 per annum. 
Home and Territories Department.—Elee- 
toral Branch, Selborne Chambers. Rental, 
£260 per annum. Electoral Branch 
id (storage), Commonwealth Bank. Rental, 
£52 per annum. Meteorological Branch, 
West Terrace. Rental, £50 per annum. 

te epatriation, Department. Renris Cham- 
bers. £260 per annum. - 
. Should the necessity, which at present 
not seem to exist, arise, the matter will 
» considered in consultation with the State 
ernment. 


TTER PRICES: WESTERN 
~~ AUSTRALIA. | 


Mi re THOMSON (for Mr. Grecory) 
ced. the Minister for Trade and Cus- 
oms, upon Os. ; 


~ 


ar, 


ca is to be shipped to Western Australia, 
_per. ewt. at Melbourne has to be paid? — 
nee? 80, what is the Teason. of the extra 


2. The butter which, is Kone old in Mel- 
ourne for local consumption at 177s, 4d. per 
t. is fresh butter, upon which no costs for 
storage, &e., have been incurred; but, as there 
ot sufficient of this butter to supply Western 
alia, that State is being supplied with 
ecks from the Winter Pool, which was pro- 
1 for that purpose. The extra cost repre- 
a for storage and other expenses 
“a eae’ pooling scheme. 


os 


ber’s « question refers to those Departments | 


Department, —Audit™ 


DEPARTMENT. 
East ADELAIDE Biiveds | 


Mr. McDONALD. (for Mr. 
asked the Postmaster-General, 
notice— % 

1. Will he inform the House what is tha’ 
volume of business transacted at the branch | 
post-oflice at Rundle-streety, East Adelaide, im — 
regard to—(a) telephones; § (b) telegrams} a 
(c) general postages? ¢ 
es Has the Minister given consideration to. 
the question of the erection of more commo- — 
dious and adequate premises in that locality 8% 


Mr. WEBSTER.—Inquiries are being | 
made, and replies will be furnished as 
early’ 4 as possible. © 


Yates) — 
pee 


+ he 
Le 


DEPORTATION OF ENEMY — 
ALIENS. 


Mr. BRENNAN asked the ae i 
Prime Minister, upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that persons, members vee . 
the white races, supposed to be of what is 
termed enemy origin, and who are married to — 
natural-born British subjects, are being de- 
ported or-about to be deported from ” Aus- 7% 
ae ew = 
If so, have any such, married women deb 
aliaed to accompany their husbands so forcibly — 
deported, and what, if anything, does the Go- © 
vernment propose to do for the maintenance of — 
such women and the children of such mar- — 
riages | v ; 


Mr, WATT.—The answers to the name 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 3 
low :— ae ae 


1. Up till the present, there appears to ‘ie : 
no case where an enemy subject domiciled Bn 
Australia, married to a natural-born oa 
subject, has been deported. 

2. See answer to No. 1. 


POTASH FOR FRUIT-GROWERS, — 


Mr. MACKAY asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notice— . a 


Whether he will state for public information — eS, 
what steps have been taken by the Govern-_ $ 
ment to obtain supplies of potash from over-— 
seas for the use of the fruit-growers of ‘Aue 
tralia, and whether there is a possibility of 
supplying the requirements of the producers 2 
the immediate future at a reasonable price? 


Mr. GREENE.—The information de- é 
sired will be obtained and supplied. 


Se) 
. 

| 
a 


\ 
a 
“. 
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MELBOURNE GENERAL POST 
OFFICE. 


Atiecep Payment To Mr. GrirFin: 


Mr. BAMFORD asked the Postmaster- 


General, wpon notice— 


1. Whether there is any truth in the state- 
ment which lately appeared in the daily press 
to the effect that he (the Postmaster-General) 
paid to Mr. Walter Burley Griffin £1,000 for 
designing the alterations recently made at the 
Post Office, Melbourne? ' 


2. Is it corréet, as alleged, that Mr. Griflin’s 
design, for which the £1, 000 was said to have 
been paid, was, if not wholly, at any rate in 
part, a copy of a design prepared for the same 
alterations by Mr. Murdoch, an architect on 
the staff of the Commonwealth Public Works 
Department? 

3. Whether the Mr. Murdoch here referred 
to is identical with the Mr. Murdoch who was 
engaged in his professional capacity in con- 
nexion with Australia House, London? 

4. If the press statements here referred to 
are correct, does the Postmaster-General say 
that it was because, in his opinion, the Public 
Works Department was not competent to de- 
sign and carry out the alteration at the Post 
Office, that he engaged the services of Mr. 
Griffin at the said special fee of £1,000? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :-— 


1. I should like to see the statement referred 
to. Jfi.it has been made, as stated, it is not 
correct. JI neither engaged nor paid Mr. 
Griffin. This. was done by the Minister for 
Home Affairs and Minister for Works and 
Railways, respectively. 

2. No. 


3. If the honorable member wishes to identify 
Mr. Murdoch I would refer him to the Minister 
for, Works and Railways. 


4. See answer to No. 1. 


FIJI BANANA TRADE. 
Mr. MACKAY asked the Acting Prime 


Minister, upon notice— 


Whether there is any truth in the statement 
that a subsidy of £8,000, or of any amount, is 
being paid by the Commonwealth Gov ernment 
for mail Service or trade purposes to any steam- 
ship company trading between Australia and 
Fiji carrying bananas grown by biack labour, 
and thus monopolizing the market against the 
fruit grown in Australia? 


Mr. WATT.—No. 


AUSTRALIAN WHEAT SALES. 
Mr. PIGOTT asked the Acting Prime 


Minister, wpon notice— | ¥. - 


Whether he will inform the. Houses ie 
1, The average cost per ‘ton during the war 
of Australian wheat landed in Great Britain? — 
2. Whether any sales were made conditionally — 
upon Australia sharing in any ultimate profits : 
emade by the British Government? Se a ay 
3. How the difference is made up between the ~— ys 
Australian f.o.b. price and the Hnglish pris cM 
of Australian wheat? _ . 


Mr. WATT.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— Cree 

1. This cannot be stated. Large f.o.b. ~ led . + Bey 
have been made to the British Wheat Commis- =~ 
* 


sion whose expenses in removing the wheat to = 
Great Britain are not known. 


Fy 

2. No. ; fa 
3. Mainly in freight. Comparatively small " 
factors -are exchange, insurance, and commis- a 
sion. . : 
27 


SUPPLY BILL (No. 1) 1919-20. cs = 


In Committee (Consideration resumed © — 
from 26th June, vide page 10194): -.9 9 

Schedule. Se eae 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) fae ina 
move— se = 

That Item No. 1, Division 3, Department of 
the Treasury, ‘‘ Salaries, £3,550,’’ be dees > 
by £1. Sa 
I do this as a prorat against the refusal of ig SS 
the Government to increase the amount — ie 
given. to old-age and invalid pensioners. — 
On 4th December last year, Senator Gar- eee: 
diner asked— 

In view of the increased cost of living during 
the last few years, will the Government con- > 
sider the question of increasing. the old-age : = 
pensions by 2s. 6d. per week? Pe a?) 
Senator Millen, on behalf of the Govern- 4 
ment, replied— oS 

In view of the state of the finances, an in- ‘ 
crease in the rate of old-age pensions at the . 
present time is not considered justifiable. — 
Yet, on 16th December, the Ministry in-  — 
troduced. a Bill to give Chief Justice ~ 
Griffith a pension of £5 per day. They na 
were unable to afford any increase to the ~~ 
poor old people, but a pension was granted 
willingly for the Chief Justice. I have ~~ 
nothing. against the individual in that ~ 
case, but I have against the principle. In — 
1910, the old-age pension was agreed to by _ 


> 


77 
: EPattament at | a maximum ” ate of 
103. per week, and I believe that at least 
95 per cent. of the pensioners are obtain- 
ee g the maximum amount.- Somewhere 
between June ahd September, 1915, it was 
cided by the Government—when, I 
think , the honorable member for Capri- 
a (Mr. Higgs) was Treasurer—to in- 
xo bsatthe maximum to 12s. 6d. per week. 
iat 12s, 6d. would buy in 1915 15s. will 
3 Ng to-day. Old-age and invalid pen- 


: s0rni 


aged: i fo in such small quantities that the in- 
" ereas ased eost of living falls more heavily 
upon them than it does upon others. I 
ho Dee the Ministry will announce’ that, 
ow ing to the increased cost of living, they 
are prepared to grant that increase to these 
pe sople. We have a very ts item ‘for. war 


he ‘Pensions. a4 

me Mr. Watxins.—You will not have any 
__ War pensions in twelve months from the 
c way they are working them off. 


a ae Mr TUDOR.—I hope the honorable 
a ~ member i is wrong. It is not possible for a 
; worker receiving the average wage of £3 a 
| = to make any provision against old 
: In the gma jority of trades oy eall- 


~ 
> ee 
wre 


res deputation I introduced to the 
_ Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Joti Bey; there were present twenty 
Sas or thirty secretaries eof large organ- 


eens, and in 95 per cent. of the 


4 a pensioners know the as 
t many of them have made to avoid 
segeath Many ot them think they 


ite eee ‘the one in which they live. 

pealarey feel that, in accepting the pension, 
we ‘th he: y are doing something which demeans 
them. JI say it is theirs as a right, and we 
ok ould see to it that they obtain an in- 
2 ct ease, so that they will be put in the same 
¥y osition as in 1910, because 15s. to-day 
not buy what 10s. would buy in that 
r. I am anxious to see the Supply Bill 
gh a 3.30 this afternoon, in accord- 


- 4 7h , Co ci st > 
_ «ty 4. eta * > ae de Pe 
i. is ti Oat ay hes eo 
: ee en ae Se of . 
5b Al Se ae ‘ we ee PY ny Site 
Supply Bill (No.1) [27 Broa 
WS 9g ELE oe Ss ? 
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Government to let the aldeane & and invalid 
pensioners, who have a severe. struggle to- — 
day, learn that at last they are going to — 
receive fair consideration. If the Govern- _ im 
ment can give one man a pension of £5 


-a day, they ought to be able to grant to 


these pensioners an inerease of about ae 
per day. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Paine 
Minister and Treasurer) [11.29].—I de- © 
precate the method of argument adopted — = 
by the Leader of the Opposition. This — 
question stands by itself, as all main ques- 
tions can, without the constant endeavour ‘ 
to fix artificial relationships between them 2 
and other questions which have been de- % 
cided by this Parliament. It was not — 
the decision merely of the Government to - 
make provision for the first occupant of — 
the Chief Justiceship of Australia; it was. 
the decision of this Parliament. Tt is the 
practice of Parliament, and is provided — 
by the Standing Orders, that an ionOn 
able member must not reflect on the deci- — 

ion of Parliament. I propose, therefore, — 
to look at this matter by itself, apart alto> 
gether from the vote given by Parhament _ a 
to Sir Samuel Griffith. 

Mr. MoDonatp.—He never ought tor. 
have got it. er 

Mr. WATT.—This House and another 
place passed the Bill, and it is now the | 
law. The honorable ‘member has moved — 
his amendment as a protest against the 
refusal of the Government to increase the — 
allowance to invalid and old-age pen- 
sioners and let us discuss that question bye 
itself. I have sent for the figures to 
measure up the statement of the Leader 
of the Opposition as to the relative value — 
of money in 1910 and 1919, but I think 
that the honorable member will find — 


o 
oy 


that the 50 per cent. rise in the pension” : 
from 10s. to 15s.——would more than cover 


what the Statist declares has been the rise _ 


since 1910. _ oe" 
Mr. Tupor—NMr. Knibbs in his eure 
does not take into consideration the cost ~ 
of clothing, which is the biggest item to- 3 
dav. * 
Mr. WATT.—AI] speculative ~ alee 
tions by a statist must he bonnded by a “r 
certain amarnt of theory, and elthonch 
Mr. Knibbs’ figures may not include the 
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by | consumers, he has done a very wise 
thing in endeavouring to give us, for the 
first time in Australia, some guidance on 
matters of this / kind. Git crea we 
would be in completely chaotie night and 
be unable to argue about increases or de- 
creases. Apart altogether from the.ques- 
tion as to how much is cqvered by the 
inerease to 12s. 6d. and as to how-much 
the cost of living has increased since that 
increase was given, I am not qualified to 
judge offhand, not having had notice of 
this amendment, but I challenge the pro- 
eedure adopted by the Leader of the Op- 
position and say that the granting of 
temporary Supply is not a proper time 
for deciding questions of this importance. 
The honorable member for Capricornia, 
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Higgs), when bringing forward pro- 
posals for temporary Supply, did what I 
have done on every occasion. Very pro- 
perly he gave the Committee a certificate 
tat there. was nothing new in the Supply 
Bill and that it contained no increases 
not authorized by Parliament. 
the same certificate when I brought. for- 
ward this Bill, and unless the Committee 
of Supply can accept the word of the 
Treasurer in that regard it would be im- 
possible to get temporary Supply. It is 
absolutely essential that the Committee of 
Supply should have such a. certificate 
backed by the Treasurer when granting 
temporary Supply. 

‘The proper time for considering a 
matter of this kind is on the Budget de- 
bate. Honorable members who have had 
the responsibility of—office know how im- 
possible it is to say before the year closes 
what the financial proposals of the Go- 


vernment will be for the coming year. 


With the complete concurrence of my 
‘party colleagues I informed honorable 
members, in a statement I made at the 
beginning of this session, that the Budget 
would ie brought dowh at the earliest 
possible moment in August next, and that 
in the first week of July a full ‘statement 
of the expenditure of the closing year 
under the different heads would be fur- 
nished. Until the year closes and we are 
able to get some forecast as to what the 


me verae) direct or indirect, will be and as 


Mr. West. 


‘duress that stands over a Treasure mi 


I gave \ 


Parliament then can way that there 


impossible for ‘Ministers to a 
increases in this or any other ma ter. 
is suggested that I should give an 
tion to the Committee as to whet 
Government are favourable — 
crease. [am not permitted to 
Tfonorable members in office know tf! 


Fate! 
ey 


than over any other ee 


his Guta bes that certai 
be provided he has to find’ 


ricornia, who has submitted hs 
kind before, must rebel against the pr 
dure adopted by the Leader of the Oy 
sition. 
tions refer to high polities. 
they do, but that is quite proper. _ 


has submitted. he amendment is indu : 


in what I may term, without offen 
politics. It isa Age ender as 


to vote at an lmproper time on a 
without an analysis of its merits. 
the Democracy of this country, 0 
young, are educated enough to know 
empty are political moves of this : 
They have seen them so often. Th 
cedure adopted seems to be utterly 
cious, if not hypotritical. At the | 
time the Government propose to des 
this matter. That proper time | 
when the Budget is brought dow 


be a decision on the question. The 
sent is not the proper time for comi 
a decision on it, and, therefore, I as 
friends on this te of the chamber, 
spective of what their yiews. may be 0 
merits of the question, to vote agains 
amendment; . 9». i 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [114 
am sure the Committee apprecia 
position of the Treasurer (Mr. 
in dealing ‘with temporary - J§ 
but there are thousands of old 
in Australia who are anxious. 
ing forward to a ae 


~ 


f the ee increase in ans dpbst of 
ve ar are unable to make ends meet, 
1 many of them are obliged to seek as- 
nee - elsewhere, and I see no reason, 
lespite what the Treasurer has said, why 
the e Committee should not indicate to the 
Go vernment, for their guidance, that we 
ee f opinion that the time has arrived 
when an increase should be made in the 
valid and old-age pension rates. As a 
mi itter of fact, there ought to be an ex- 
| pression of opinion on this most im- 
pr rtant question, so that the Government 
Ly be in a position to include it in their 
Trogramme in the near future. I have 
~ promised many aged people that I-would 
aa) o my best to get them an increase, to 
. ee I realize ‘they are entitled. This is 


PANES OHARLTON. a=oE admit that Rion 


but it is a matter of urgency—one that 
will not permit, of delay. We have been 
5 
ople have been waiting all that time for 
ia indication as to whether they can ex- 

ot to get some increase. 
sition of the Commonwealth is not so 
much in question. The nation has as- 
Seiad tis responsibility of looking after 
ae doing so may be, we ought to be 
able to make a declaration as to whether 


into: consideration, in view of the in- 
creased cost of living, which we are doing 
~ nothing to prevent. Since the -relaxa- 
% ‘tion of the price-fixing regulations fur- 
ther increases have ~ ‘come about which 
ya hese aged people cannot meet. Mr. 
$2 - Knibbs deals with the cost of groceries, 
: es meat, bread, and that class of thing, but 
deals very little with the cost of clothing, 
oer which has gone up, not only 50 per cent., 
but even100 per cent. A tweed suit, 
Be vhich cost £4 5s. or £5 5s. before the war 

cannot be bought now for less than 
£10105, The poor people are not in a 

position to meet the-increased cost of liv- 
and chave to deny themselves many 
_ Consequently, they urge us 


Mee » aged and infirm, and whatever the 


eet be another opportunity in August, 


The financial 


we are going to take their cireumstances- 
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to geomet: IT am drptidad that the | 
Government: did not take the matter 
into consideration during the recess, and 
that the Treasurer has not yet given us. 
an indication of what he intends to do. 
Surely he cannot contend that the finan- 
cial exigencies of the Commonwealth will — 
prevent him from doing something for mi 
these aged people? Ange hy will have 
to bear more taxation. Taxes are heavy — 
to-day, but they will have to be consider- 
ably hellvie®’ if We arete meet the 
legitimate claims: made on ae Parlia- 
ment. a 
I hope that ceieuane a be don 
in regard to old-age pensions. But 
what I desire to bring before the Com 
mittee is the administration of the we 
Tax Department. When the Income Tax x 
Bill was before us, I pointed out that, by ( 
tightening up the ‘penalty clatises in re- 
gard to the furnishing of returns, we 
placed a number of poor people in a Very 
difficult position. I was assured by the hs 
Minister in charge of the House, who con-— o 
sulted the head of the Department. behind | 
the Speaker’s chair, that my fears were 
not well founded ; that caution would be 
exercised before prosecution. I do not) 
know whether my electorate has been — 
singled out because of my raising my voice 
here, but I know that there we find Mr. 
Slattery and a staff, with an office, con- 
stantly prosecuting, as they have been 
doing for a considerable period, people — 
who have not furnished returns. I have — 
no desire to shield any man who wilfully — 
refuses to pay-his income tax, because the 
law must be obeyed. This law, however, — 
is a new one, and very many working — 
people did not understand that they had — 
to furnish returns. Under the State Tate 
come Tax Act they had an exemption of 
£250, and very many of them, for instance 
those who worked on contract, did not 
know whether they had earned "£456: es, 
pointed out that when returns were sent 
in by the employers they would be ca e- 
fully checked, and defaulters thus dis- 
covered, and what I foreshadowed has rs és 


action sagnins persons who never rutendeal 


to avoid payment. £ Att 
Mr. Warr.—Do you mean without any 

intimation to them beforehand? 2 
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* Mr. CHARLTON. —I shall Come ee 
“that point presently. My remarks apply 
not only to miners, but to small struggling 
farmers. A school teacher wrote to me 
the other day saying that all the small 


farmers in his district were objecting tothe - they were notified they sent in r 


action of the Department in prosecuting 
them when they did not know they were 
liable. I can assure the Committee that 
this is a very serious matter in my dis- 
trict. _ Almost every week a batch of 
twenty or thirty offenders, and sometimes 
more, are fined from £2 to £3 and costs, 


and sometimes even larger amounts, 
for this offence. If offenders are 
really guilty of trying to defraud 


the Department, the penalty is much. 
heavier, and of that I do not com- 
plain; but the fine is never less than £2 
and costs, and those concerned have : to 
lose a day’s work, although I am assured 
that when conimmunicated with they im- 
mediately send in returns. I am informed 
that the practice of the Department, if a 
return is not sent‘in, is to notify the per- 
son; but even when that person sends it in, 
he is prosecuted. However,if a person finds 
out for himself that he has not sent in a 
return, and sends in one with a plea of 
ignorance of his liability, there is no pro- 
secution. The Government should really 
take into consideration the administra- 
tion of the Act. As I have said, it is a 
new law, and we are bringing within its 
meshes people who are earning small in- 
comes. In addition to the income tax, 
such people have to pay a penalty, interest, 
_ and that is very hard in these times. ik 
was promised that no prosecution would 
take place without notification. 

Mr.. Warr.—That was not quite the 
promise. The honorable member’s objec- 
tion was to the employer sending in re- 
turns for his employees. The undertak- 
ing I gave was that where the information 
eame from the employer on the wages 
sheet, the employee should be notified 
before prosecution by the Department to 
the effect that he ought to send in a return. 
It was in regard to that class of man that 
the promise was made. 


Mr, CHARLTON.—Then I shall leave 
the farmers out of consideration, and point 
out that the miners have brought this 
question before their delegates’ Board. i= 


She en the: i 


as a 


specific cases, but. epburm i 
had a reply. I see froma ‘re 
meeting, however, that my letter 
with, and three men declared 


proof of which they said that th 
their assessments in their hands 
the prosecution. % 
Mr. Watr.—You may accept my a 
ance that if evidence can be got of ‘the 
mise having been broken, I will take 
in the matter. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—1I am ian u 
that assurance, but the administre 
has caused much irritation. - I cannot 
why my electorate should be singled o 
by the establishment of an income 
office there for the purpose these 
eutions. : 
Mr. Arxinson.—There 
tions everywhere. 
Mr. CHARLTON. Sola 
established in the honorable — me 
district ? 
Mr. ATKINSON, oe do not me 
there is. 


Mr. CHARLTON. —That i is ny] 


Gamintaren has no politics in a 
matters; he acts on his own: accou 
cording to the law. | 
Mr. Farxiner.—The ie 
ber’s district must be full of deling 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Not wilful oe 
quents; they did not know they h ad to 
send in returns, but did so ee 5 
eee nee told. 


ignorance which ‘accounts for the I 
able member’s return. 
~Mr. CHARLTON.—I. venee e to 
that if the honorable member met m} 
stituents he would recognise in: t 
very intelligent body of people. 
_Mr. PaLkiner. men ot where taxa 
concerned. : 
Mr. CHARLTON. Phe 2 
Prime Minister knows my ae : 
‘Mr. Warr.—I think the. he 
member’s own behaviour in this. 
proves that he has-a very ingetigenys 
torate. aed he 
Mr. CHARLTON. —We woul natur. 
ay expen ‘in connexion: wit a Depart 


Pet ths ‘aaa “hee Poarkfal E> 
v - ay d show axactly who had not sent in 
retu ms. I have a letter here on the sub- 
, but, as I have no permission, I shall 
st ; mention the name of the writer. 
sent by a gentleman who paid his tax 
--yeary sending the money by regi- 
ed letter a and obtaining a ee In 
‘letter it is stated— 


enclosed is a form of notice received by 
issued almost indiscriminately through 
trict at the present time by the Taxation 
at Maitland. . 
ne, object: of the Department is to catch the 
oD n, and ‘ightly so, who has not sent in 
rns, an lereby ev aded payment: of the tax. 
to persons to be receiving such a notice 
have furnished their returns and paid their 
‘and in some cases forwarded same with the 
test precaution by rezistered post, as is 
e case to my knowledge here, is nothing short 
ot f downright insult. 
3 ‘The c officer at Maitland surely knows who does 
ot furnish returns, and it appears to me that 
' it would require no great effort to evolve some 
better mode of conducting Commonwealth busi- 
ness. ~ 
= aes simply send the circular on with these com- 
“ 
ments for your information. 
ay ns Cae 


eis the circular :— 


have @ to-request that you aT be so good as 

nform me if, and to what office, you have 

ished Federal income tax returns in respect 
our, income for the periods— 

Bt 1915; 

i Ist. July, 1915, to 30th June, 1916; 

ist July, 1916, to 30th June, 1917; Ws 

ls , 1918. 

x f such 1 returns have not already "been lodged by 
- a. you, it is requested that you will furnish them 
within seven days of this date, and inform me 

“Bee of the reason why they were not forwarded by 
the due dates. 

¢ aaa BE ery. forms are- enclosed for your 


ple » who have paid, and there must be 
loose somewhere. Expense of 
ah aracter ought not to be incurred 
there i is absolute necessity. 

. Arkinson.—A- person who has 
should take no notice of such a 


ey: OHARLTON aan venture to say 

: ut if the honorable member had ~paid 
fax and received such a Bete he 
d feel irritated. 


_ ATKINSON. es got notice of a fine 
I had paid my tax. 


its 
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“Mr. CHARLTON. tf a ee Sery s 
-dueted Department these things do not— 
happen. There is the staff of clerks to 
g0 through the lists, and. they ought to 

ow who have paid. Oe i 


Mr.- Watr.—There ® 1s nothing — to - 
grumble at in that; but what about the — 
prosecution of men who have e omnisheaes 
returns? The honorable member said 
there were certain people who had regu-. 
larly furnished returns and who had 5 eae 
fined. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I send that hae 
was what was stated at the meeting of — 
miners, but the newspaper report is my — 
only authority. © However, I am taking © 
steps, and will probably be able to furnish © 
a number of specific cases within a forg 
night. | 


There*is another matter to which a 
desire to direct the Treasurer’s attention. — 
I have received a letter from a Maitland — 
accountant in reference to an aged un- — 
married man, who would be entitled to 
the old-age pension, but is of an indepen z 
dent character, and endeavours to earn a — 
erust with a couple of horses and a cart. é 
He did not consider he had a taxable in- — 
come, and therefore did not send in a ree ~ 
turn. The accountant ¢ertifies that this — 

-man paid 8s. per month, or £4 16s. a year, — 
for shoeing his horses; £1 a week, or £52 a 
year, for forage; £7 10s. for repairs to his 
cart; £5 5s. for a new axle; and £4 10s. — 

for harness. This shows a total expendi- ~ 
ture of £74 in the year necessary to the — 
earning of the income. The income de- — 
rived is £99 15s. for profit on coal, which — 
he obtains from the mines; £11 7s. "6d. for” | 
eartage of coal; and £20 for cr, 
prickly. pear—he evidently having been — 
employed by some farmer. This makes a — 
total income of £131 12s. 6d.; and if we — 
deduct the expenses of £74, we have a net 
income of £57. This man, however, was 
compelled to pay £4 in two years as in- 
come tax, and fined 10 per cent. Say 


Be Mr. Arxrnson.—He ought to have his . 

money returned. : 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I am informed. 
that the money cannot be refunded. 


Mr. Warr.—The Court evidently heard 
the figures, and gave its deeision. 


roa ce 
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Mr. CHARLTON. —This case was not 
before the Court, but before the Commis- 
sioner. I brought the matter under the 
notice of the Commissioner in ape LI 
who forwarded my representations to Sy: 
ney, and pointed out to me that it w 
impossible to make any alteration, as 
these deductions were not. allowed. 

Mr. Warr.—That is a mistake, not 
in the administration, but in the law. 

Mr. CHARLTON. "And } mention it 
in order that an early opportunity may be 
taken to amend the law. There is no- 
body to blame but ourselves here; we allow 
measures to go through in this defective 
state, and men are compelled to comply 
with them. I find no fault with the 
Commissioner, but merely desire that 
some amendment of the law shall be made. 
. Mr. Fatxiner.—Under the law, work- 
ing expenses may be deducted. 7 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I am_ informed 
that, under the law, there is no provision 
for the deduction of such expenses. I 
feel sure that the. Treasurer, as 
the head of the Department, will have 
some inquiry made. When I wéote re- 
cently on the matter, the honorable gentle- 
man asked me to supply specific cases; 
and, although I have not any at. present, 
I shall obtain some and submit them. | 

Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [11.57].—It is, 
of course, impossible for the Government 
to indicate on a Supply Bill its complete 
financial policy, or to enter into those de- 


‘ tails which are proper when the Budget 


is before us. I am, therefore, quite in 
agreement with the position taken up by_ 
the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) in this regard. 


_ The honorable gentleman, however, created 
- an impression in making his reply which I 


trust he did not intend. ‘There is no 
doubt that the financial.position of the 
Government is a somewhat serious one; 

indeed, the position of the country in re- 
gard to our national finances is of very 
srave moment to all of us. Notwithstand-— 
ing that, I trust that the attitude of the 


_ Government towards this question of in- 


creasing the pensions of the aged and /in- 
firm is one ot entire sympathy, and that 
when the Budget comes before the aoe 
surer for consideration in detail, 

will see the necessity and advisability 


of making some addition to the present 
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email lloweceams 
that there is a insider 
cost of living all = rounc 
wife of the Treasurer oak 1 
sure, agree with my ae ae 12 
it represents at least 50 per 
If that. be so, then the position ¢ of | 
people who are drawing pensions sh 
command our fullest sympathy. I do 
like the impression conveyed by the 
surer that the matter of increasing 
pensions will be determined. entirely | 
the genéral financial position of the | 
monwealth. There are many way 
which economy could be Be, a 
am sure that if the numerous leak 
from the Treasury chest, now going 
were stopped, an addition could be m 
to our old-age pensions without’any s 
fice on the part of the country as a w 
I trust, therefore, that when this que: 
comes up at the proper time for conside! 
tion, the Treasurer will give earnest a 
sympathetic regard to the demand that 
being made on behalf of our aged a 
infirm people for some improveme 
their present hard conditions. | 
Mr. WATKINS. (N ewcastle) [12 
In regard to the ‘question raised by_ 
honorable member for Hunter (M 
Charlton), I understand that the i 
who has been appointed to deal - 
taxation matters in his electorate. ee, 
cover the whole mining - field. 
visited only recently one of these mi 
centres, and had placed in my hand 
or eight different. sets of papers tha 
been distributed amongst the men, r | 
quiring them to appear in Court to an 
swer a complaint that they had faile 
send in income tax returns for 1915 
These men had receipts showing that 
had paid the amount of taxation d 
them in respect of that period, an 
filled in the necessary return when called 
upon to do so. I at once got into com-— 
munication with the Deputy Commissioner — : 
for Taxation as well as with the of 
mentioned by the honorable member 
Hunter, but was informed that the : su 
monses could not be withdrawn. I 
told that the proceedings must go. 
that these men had either to be | 


“ay 
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in person to Tee why chayhtiad: i 
in a-return for the year 1915-16 ny 
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t these miners are e virtually Suateriors, 
_ they are on piece-work. Very 
x them bother to keep a record of 
. tay in respect of any one year. 
sis particularly so in regard to the 
1 oat on the narrow seams. Their 
ges have not been large, and many of 
m, from my own personal knowledge, 
s/3 e. reasonably entitled to believe that 
in respect of 1915-16 they had not earned 
£156. I have had handed to me a re- 
showing that in the case of one a 
men he was entitled to pay 3s. 1 
sct of income tax. This is an cae. 
that the men were not far out when 
they cmiates that their actual Sa BND Rs 
id not bring them within the sot of 


= _M iners on piece-work have to incur cer- 
ain expenses which might well be allowed 
as deductions from their iar a They 


and in many cases The have £0 travel iy 

: “tram” from their homes to the mines in 
which _ they are employed. Very few, if 
, of these items are allowed _as deduc- 
ions. In that respect thé position of the 
ni] ron piece-work is very different from 
of the ordinary busmmess man. As 


n nendment of the law reducing the ex- 
tion from income tax, these men filled 
in the necessary return, ‘and it seems to 

met be rather late in the day now to be 
wing summonses against them, and 


y: 
(1915-16 3 


_-nished their returns in proper order. He 
a; interviewed me on the subject, and in 
order that he might do this I saw the 


kere’ that the men should be allowed 
_ one month’s extension of time. I assisted 
some of the men to fill-in their returns, 
ba when they went to pay their tax gach 
and every one-of them was fined by the 
De epartment for being late in furnishing 


Meh; of time allowed. 


Mr. Warr. —That means bad recording 
d they furnished them within the ex- 


nd ded ae 
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sor as their attention was drawn to the 
'intothe business Laemetiina of others who ae 


a5 agit ing “them £2 and £3 each, for failing 
bey team in a return in respect» of the year, 


_ -The. atic, of one of the local unions’ 
was anxious to see that all his men fur- ‘ 


eputy Commissioner for ~Taxation, who- 


is is return, notwithstanding that they had’ 
cor nplied with the law within the exten- 
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Mr. WATKINS. oT hae is so. Ite seems 
tome that the men who. readily furnished — ‘ 
returns, when their attention was called to * 
the dmendinent of the law, have been un-— 2 
duly punished, whereas others, who have — 
totally ignored the law, haye been allowed | 
to go scot-free. This matter should be : 
put right at the earliest possible moments ys 
It is unfair, In one case within my own — 
knowledge—and there are many others of 
the kind—the father of a large family 


who had lost a boy at the war, neglected, 3 


in his hour of trouble, to send in a return, zs 
and was proceeded against. Surely some 
consideration should be given to a man 
in such circumstances. I hope the Trea- a 
surer will- see that those who are quite — 
willing to pay what is due from them — 
shall not be haled before the Police Cour Tt! a 
In some of these cases men who had never ve 
appeared before a Court’ were-prosecuted. — 
The whole thing was disgraceful. I ae 
not stand for any man who tries to evade 
the responsibilities which the law i imposes 
upon him, but-I do urge that fair treat: 
ment should be meted out to these miners, 
The Treasurer should instruct his offices te 
not to look more closely into the affairs of — 
these people, whose income just reucheat 
the border-line of taxation, than they look — 


are robbing the whole community by ee 
undue inflation of prices. 


I have only to say, in conclusion, thats 
having regard to the increase in the. co Pe 
of living, it is time that the vi thc 
took action’ to increase the invalid - and. 
old-age pensions. é 


7 
— “ 


Mr. SAMPSON (Wimmera) [12. 12] — 
We must all sympaghize with the, Paes 
creased effort on the part of old-age pén- 
sioners to make both ends meet during the 
period of the war. « Although the inere ase 
in the cost of living’ in Australia has pro-_ 
bably. been very much less than in any of 
the belligerent countries, there has, ever- 
theless, hase a substantial addition ; but I s 
agree with’ the position taken up by the — 
Treasurer (Mr. Watt) that thé question - 
of increasing the invalid and old-age eos ft 
sions’can. be considered only when the 
general question of the finances of the 
Rimmapawreatili is under review in con- — 
nexion with the Budget. I am confident 
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that. 


-and wider reaching. 


pees Bill (No. ay (REPRE 
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ENTATIVES. i eau 


a 


that the Treasurer will iene give: the 


fullest attention to the claims of pen- 
sioners, and will also carefully scrutinize 
every branch of the national expenditure. 
We should, at the same time, consider 
whether the.whole system of maternity 
allowances, old-age pensions, and_bonuses 
generally should not give place, as far as 
possible, to an entirely new scheme. I 
hope that it will be possible for the Go- 
vernment to reconsider, as a previous Ad- 
ministration did, the question of the 
extent to which the existing system might 
be placed upon a contributory basis. Such 
an alteration, of course, could not be com- 
pleted for many years; but since we are 
faee to face with enormously heavy out- 
goings, it seems to me that the state of 
the finances of the country are such as to 
call for the utmost economy. — Instead of 
appeals to the Government to spend 
money in a hundred-and-one different 
directions, the people should be invited to 
consider how far the success of this great 
nation is going to be assured by the de- 
velopment of individual self-reliance. 

“Mr. Warxins.—The farmer does notedo 


Mr. SAMPSON.—The farmers are de- 
veloping amongst themselves a system of 
commercial co-operation under which; in 
a collective sense, they can recognise their 
interdependence one upon the other, as 
well as the development and practice of 
a spirit of individual self-reliance. Un- 
less we develop this spirit of self-reliance 
we can never hope to be a great nation. 
The cld-age pension scheme is on the 
statute- book, and will remain there until 


consider can be made infinitely superior 
I refer to the Lloyd 


& 


of the community, but not nearly as 2 


“it can be replaced by a system which 1° 


George system of ‘contributory insurance, 


Eh would provide a much more com- 
prehensive scheme of assistance to many 


~ grasped the position. in a comprehen: 


classes of the community than our present 


systems. It embraces old-age pensions, 
sickness, unemployment, and: maternity, 
and dader it the State contributes a cer- 
tain proportion, the employers a certain. 
proportion, and employees their propor- 
tion. The Lloyd George scheme includes 
persons receiving £160 per annum or 
under. The time has arrived, faced as 


we are with the serious financial problems) 


ae: % 


+ 


allow them to do. 


“of the State and the employer, 


=e ined Seiikey 
ee oF ¢ 
A erate “as re 
of the fibures with twenty-one and | a 
millions of new taxation imposed | be 
of the war, with. increasing war p 
which must be provided from rev 
and with the heavier taxation abot 
be’ introduced to provide for repat 
tion, for this Parliament to take into 
serious consideration the whole ee ion 
of the expenditure of this country and 
taxation of its people. We must de 
our attention to some® system that 
develop a spirit of self-reliance in 
community while enabling the Go 
ment at the same time to ‘do its duty. 
An undertaking of that sort can be 
stated to the House only in connexion ~ 
with the Budget, and I hope, therefc re. 
that in considering his complete finar 
proposals the Treasurer will see his 
to bring down some comprehensive sc 
such as I have mentioned, enabling 
wage-earner to contribute during his 
time an amount probably less than 
third of the whole fund, to insure | 
the receipt of better pensions in his’ 
age than are at present possible, and 
provide in the meantime against - unt 
ployment and sickness and for matern 
allowances. It is the duty of this Par 
ment to lead the way in legislation. 
has certain obligations to the “people, - e8- 
pecially to the infirm, the unemployec 
and the sick. The problem has never b 
tackled either by Federal or State Par: 
ments in the way it should have 
tackled. The State Parliaments are 
a great deal in connexion with the he lt 


sas 


as their wide legislative functions ¥ 
This Parliament i 
its extensive powers of taxation, - 2 
duty to the old people of the comm nity 
clearly defined in the Constitution, h 
also failed to.do what it could do 


and statesmanlike way. We have ¢ 
opportunity in this House of sett 
example to the community by bring 
legislation to give the people- the | 
to provide in times of prosperity 
health, with the combined. contrib 


misfortunes such as broken health. 
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ge pensions: “and the Goteacte. 


in, which has proved so far’a very 
; success. ~ 

WES = You. are talking against 
“Mr. SAMPSON.—1 can quite under- 
tand that such a big question is too much 
he intelligence of the interjector. «1 
is debate on old-age pensions will 


ive an of causing the Treasurer to 


nto consideration a scheme of the 
2 _haye indicated, which alone, in 
pinion, will meet the situation in a 
tha iat will reflect, credit upon this Par- 
ent and gave satisfaction to the 
e of the Commonwealth. "eee 
| . MALONEY (Melbourne) _ [12.20]. 
=I quite indorse the opinion.expressed 
by the honorable member for Wimmera 
(Mr. Sampson) on the Lloyd George con- 
seri putory ‘scheme, but the honorable 
~~ member. does not quite understand the 


Ss aieae pensioners now find themselves. 
Ske. pits the honorable member will come to 
my office next Monday, and see these 
people as I see them week by week, 
month by month, he will realize 
ane stomachs will, not, « wait. 


3 ot esshory Thies old people are Shaine 
d, I should be only too pleased to take 
im “aeross “to the orderly room, where he 
see any number up to 1 000. Per- 
~ ha aps. ‘that experience. would modify his 
< ay vi iews as to the necessity of carrying on 
Parliament according to strict rule, and 
then he would not be so ready to. criticise 
E 2% am y one on this side who feels deeply on 
the 2 subject. Ee 
r. Sampson.—There is a proper time 
r these. things.- 
__ Dr. MALONEY .—There is no proper 
ti time . for these poor devils to get hungry, 


Ee: 


h onorable member and myself, whose 
are oie filled. TT oe 


Aho maternity allowance, to do the same — 
“Lloyd George has done in Great 


| difficulties of the position in which the 


_ there is a proper time for men like | 


a Se. le Sk Oe ee ee ay, Ta od hes _ ae 
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ce wis j * “> ~~ ’ 
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understs nd the Tioaanies (Mr. Watt) 
saying that this was not the most appro- 
priate time to raise this question, if Par- 
liament was meeting in the ordinary way, ~ 
and we were not loafing for six or seven — 


“months out of the twelve, or if we were « 


back in the years prior to the war; but the — 
honorable gentleman knows as well as 3: 
do that all forms of parliamentary proce- — 
dure are changing. Some of the old — 
members of the British House of Com- _ 
mons,“prior to the war, would be thrown + 
into a -fit if they saw what was 
going on at- the present momerif. ~ 
Thrones have toppled, and are toppling, — 
and even the remnants of the 7 
monarchies are not too sure of their © 
seats. To be an aristocrat in some toun- A. 
tries means to run the risk of makin 
acquaintance with a lamp-post. We are ; 
fortunate to be so far from the scene of 
trouble. Whatever the Treasurer says: 
‘about the amendment being out of accord 
with parliamentary procedure, I thank 
my Leader (Mr. Tudor) for bringing up 
the question. Perhaps I am the only 
member ofthis House who has addressed 
huge meetings on this very subject. The — 


people say to me, “ Why don’t you eall 


Parliament: together ? Why don’t you 
jump in at the very first moment?” At 
these meetings names are applied to a 
man whom I reverenced before he ac- 
cepted a pension that the people of this 
country have to pay, but that they had . 
no voice, in fixing, which, if repeated _ 
here, would be not only unparliamentary — 
but would shock even the hardened carey, 


of politicians. 


I have here samples which 
a difference of 700 per cent. 
prices. This dainty pair of women’s 
boots, made by Keith, a well-knowaal 1d 
American firm, was sold in Melbourne for — 
£4 10s. This other pair by the same 2 
maker was sold in Melbourne for 10s. 11d 
Personally, as a Protectionist, I woul 
prevent a single boot coming into the 
country. Let people who do not think that — 
the boots made here are good enough for — 
them, go to the other countries they love . 
so-much, The difference in price between ‘e 
those two pairs is 700 per cent. If there 
is no profiteering going on, God may know 
it, but I don’t. -I have here se two pairs 


choieiee 
between — 


ax) 


of men’s sis one sold for pie 
the other for 6s. 6d., or a difference of 
180 per cent. 
I think, would choose the cheaper pair. . 

cannot say where they were made, but ~ 


cr, 


6d. a es, ong ie! ‘still greater ta 


Most honorable members, , 


there does Rot appear to be much differ- 


ence in the quality, and mo one can say 
that the difference in the price is ac- 
counted for by the increased” cost of 
labour. I have addressed more meet-- 
ings on’ the old-age pensions question. 


than, I believe,, any other member 
of the House, and every 
that I have spoken at has indorsed - 


my belief that it is the.-wish of the 
eitizens of Australia to give the pension 
as a right, both to the aged.and invalids 
vie re unable to.earn. a living. The 

oo and infamy of charity, however, 


been branded on it to such an extent— full sympathy for these old-age ‘pensi 


ee I advise every one who reaches the~ 
age of sixty-five to apply for the pension 
as a principle. If he does not need the 


money he can pass it on to some one who 


does need “it. : 

Mr. Sampson.—The Lloyd George 
scheme would get over all that. Sey 

Dr. MALONEY.—I indorse what ‘the 
honorable member said on that subject, 
but while that is coming we must do some-- 
thing. J have here a letter written by. 
myself’ to the ‘Treasurer, which JI 
have put “before no. less than five 
meetings. While it may cause honorable 
members to smile, there is in it a little les- 
son that I want to impress on them. I do 
not want the old-age pension, but I de- 


mand it as a right, so that I can pass it on. which have supported my effor 


if I do not need it. No one can suggest ~ 
that a wealthy man would benefit by draw- 
ing the pension, because he pays’a thou- 
sand times as much in taxation. This is 
my application for my old-age pension :— 


14/4/19. 
The Hon. W. A. Watt, 
Treasurer and Acting Pri ime } Minister, 
Melbourne. 
Dear Mr. Watt, 


As I have reached 65 years, I now formally 
scoiblsi for an a -age iinet for the following 
reasons :— 

1. | am sure it is the desire of the elector 
that no slur or stigma should be attache ‘3 
their fellow citizens who receive the old- age 
pension. 

‘ees That itis no advantage to persons . who 
are rich, ape ise: ube great taxation pireaea im- 


+ 


“meeting Justice Griffith, which old-age pension 


such old-age pension to any charitabl 


eo: ay Se = ‘ as , ‘ ' ; , 
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Tay re 


be imposed, upon wealth would re 
Government far more than such 1 i 
would receive. ~_ 7. ee 

For example, last year ES paid 
“Federal Income tax, “this, eat. T will 
£30. a 

3. That all persons of ny stated 
be eligible to receive the old-age pension 
should bé permitted for: recipients to 


they: desire. Tf I obtain one I shall tra | 


to one who will be happier for the help 
4, That it is an infaniy to pay an old- 
sion such as the £1,750 now payable 


tors of Australia would annul if they had th 
power of the Initiative, sis Reta aaee A 
Recall. 
In conclusion, may I Serene earnestl 
you will amend the Old- -age Pensions Ac 
lines indicated above? oS ee 


I accuse no one opposite of not 


but no honorable member is entitle 
criticise the Leader of the Oppositio. 
cause he availed himself of the first o 
tunity of bringing forward the claim 
these people. Just as the stone “thr 
into a pond causes ripples on its sur 
which go right’ away to the edge. 0 
pool, and just as the tidal wave - 
passes Port Phillip Heads will ‘rea 
British ‘waters something under for 
eight ‘hours afterwards, so have th 
verberations of that. volcanic ho 
we call the War, and the | strug 
of Central Europe, changed all fo: 
of human_ life throughout — the 
Therefore, I am ready at an: 
ment, packed. up by many 


do my best to remedy what I[- deem a. : 
grace, not upon the Minne ee E to 
this extent, that they did not call 
lament together—but upon. Parlia n 
itself, in that we ask human beings to #1 

to live on 12s. 6d. per week. When I 1 
young, I lived in gone on 10s T 
week, ‘but then the purchasing power 
money was certainly much greater than 
is in Australia to-day. Even with th 
it was a very hard experience, th 


Thea average man in this commu 
should beable to get a suit of clothes, 
wool, for £2. All-wool ~ doub e-1 


i pion has pe ee a 


Peta Ys EN 
} il 5 eas : 
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3 ae . ne to the various contractors who here, which is double width, could be sold’ 
have “been asked to make suits for re- at 10s, per yard and still enable the 
+e A tur ned soldiers. - weavers to earn as good wages as are 
earned by men in Aberdeen. . However, — 
they are’not allowed to do so. It would — 
‘cost £25 to install a machine to make one ~ 
Bay Dr. MALONEY, —The honorable mem- singlet, but twenty singlets could be 
a Be er cannot deny my statement that the made for £18 once the machine was work- 

= elo th is supplied at 4s.\6d. There is no ing. I am informed by an exceedingly _ 
_ sweating in the manufacture of the ma- clever man in the Working Men’s College 
| me pe rial and in supplying it at that figure. that in a week a-man can learn to throw 
S a he contract price for making up thatcloth a ghuttle. . The returned soldier who — 

into suits is £1 8s. 4d., for which the con- weaved the cloth of which my suit is 
Ear provides a coat, vest, and pants. made knew nothing about the business 
me wd or the difference hotween £1 8s. 4d. and three months previously. Thousands of. 
aca 10s., he supplies a hat or cap made of men could be employed in hand weaving, 
> same material, I am assured that a but, owing to the lack of interest on the 
at “all profit is obtained. | part of the Repatriation Department, 
Mr. Wesster.—My information i is that Only four or five men are working at the — 
ar the work i et Se ee industry in Melbourne to-day. My tailor 


has offered to buy £2,000 worth of this — 
_ Dr. MALONEY.—If the honorable hand-woven tweed, even if it is sold to 
~ gentleman had accompanied the party I 


him at a profit of 334 per cent. This 

_ was with, he would have learned the re- yaterial is produced for 7s. 6d. per yard, 
verse. My point is that if these contrac- and it can be sold to the community at 
be tors can make a suit of clothes out of this 495 per yard, thus securing a profit of — 


- material for £1 10s., the warehouses could 334 per cent. to the returned soldiers who 
BS, be supplied with the cloth at 4s. 6d. per are making it and at the same time help- 
oe _ yard, plus 10 per cent; the tailors at the ing to bail up a huge industry. Messrs. — 
"same price, plus 15 per cent.; and ordi- Buckley and Nunn are reported to have 
_ nary people at the same price, plus 20 per offered fo take the whole of the output of — 
cent. This would be sufficient profit to the hand-weaving establishment for five 
ikon the Government. The returned soldiers years at 15s. per yard. That would be a 
ae in Great Britain are treated far better profit of 100 per cent. I suggest a profit 
bs than are the unfortunate men weaving of 334 per cent. Let the rolls be sold to 
ret: cloth in Australia. I have with me a the ahh netted at 10s. per yard and 
a sample Gea piighty tweed, made An “he 4ajloractats 10s..6d.. a yard. The — 
ay Aberdeen by returned soldiers; and Iam  ynaterial could be made up in lengths of 
¢ wearing a suit of clothes ade from ma- eight yards for women and seven yards 
1 terial weaved by returned soldiers in Mel- fo, men, and the public could be given 
bourne. I have worn this suit for years, the opportunity of helping returned sol-— 
hy diers by buying their output. That is 
"best material, the edges are quite worn all I am pleading for. I have no per- 
oe _ out, while the cloth itself is not worn out. sonal feeling against the Minister for Re- — 
Tt cost me 15s. per yard, double width, patriation (Senator Millen), although I 
and was sold to any person at that price could wish that his education had been e. 
until the Repatriation Department such as to make him a Protectionist in- 
i stepped i in. In England and Scotland, re- stead of a Free Trader. I have no quarrel — 
WER ~ turned ‘soldiers earn from £4 10s. to with him on that score provided he is — 
£5 10s. in making this “ Blighty ” tweed, a conscientious Free Trader who believes — 
Sree “which ean be landed in Australia at in having everything brought into the ~ 
as AC Qs. lid. per yard, plus freightage and country. The citizens of Great Britain : 
other charges. It is only three-quarter can buy the material made by returned _ 
sag width, and sells here at a little under 18s. soldiers; why cannot the citizens of Aus 
per yard, whereas thé cloth manufactured tralia be given the same opportunity ? 


ge: “é i ‘Frmavo. —They will not wear 
i ie. 


y 
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Sy FLEMING. —I aieale ae Ste te 


the material made in- Aberdeen than the 
material of which the honorable mez- 
ber’s suit is made. s 


Dr. MALONEY. — The honorable 


member does not know what he is talking. 


about. I would willingly wager him a 
sovereign as to the Usb. of the cloth 
made here. 

Mr, Fremrne. —I am willing” to wager 
a sovereign as to the quality of the wool 
in thé different cloths. 

Dr. MALONEY.—The 
here is much cheaper and isthe better 
article. 

Mr. Firemine.—It may be cheaper, but 
it is not the better article. 


Dr. MALONEY.—I can bring one of 


cloth made 


the biggest buyers here and he “will tell. 


the honorable member that he does not 
know what he is talking about. This 
material is just like- ‘the Arran Island 
tweeds made on the old spinning wheels, 
with the exception that it has not the 
smell of the reek of peat which dis- 
tinguishes those tweeds. What I am 
stating now pertains to suits supplied. to 
soldiers on their return, and, if I under- 
stand the interjection ‘of the® honorable 
member for Robertson (Mr. Fleming), he 
does. not consider them worth the money. 
“Mr. Fremine.—Very few soldiers will 
wear them. 

' Dr. MALONEY. — The following 
| figures will show the prices if my sugges- 
tion be carried out. At 4s. 6d., plus 10 
per cent., the cost would be 4s. 11 9-5d. per 
yard; plus 15 per cent. 5s. 3° 1-10d.;5 


and plus 90 per cent. 5s. 44-5d. I desire 


‘our soldiers to earn quite as much as is 
earned by their Scottish confréres, namely, 


£4 10s. to £5 10s. per week, providing they 


are paid for the cloth as it leaves the loom. 
It should not be shrunk, as was done by 
one red-tape officer, to save the difference 


— 


had a six-months’ recess, pete Ww. 


between the cloth as shrunk and as it~ 


leaves the loom. ~The usual method is to 
pay for the yard as it leaves the loom, and 
not as it leaves the shrinking place. 
Messrs. Foy and Gibson, to their honour, 
are preparing this at 44d. per yard, and I 
take this opportunity of thanking that 
very wealthy company for its creat help, 
maou wat it penale not have been pos- 


- Say ‘that the matter is oe cose 


3 forward rhage matters: we Bes 


Tudor) 


claims of- those ee 


of the nee soo 
cillor Reading, of pe uerOree 


worth ses portanle of this oe 
a price that would give a profi 
per cent. Where the feason. 
stoppage of this, industry. _ Bt 
for He life of me Gr 8005 * and Ti 


get a a-square dealt I accuse ne ‘Goat ) 
wealth Woollen Factory of sending 
yarn unfit to make up into cloth, : 
man at the Factory had the pluck 
sist doing it. I know what beca 
that yarn, and the Department must ] 
and it was not an honorable way o 
ting rid of it. If these men are 
a chance to live, the yarn must. 
very best class. If this business. 
péerly managed, I will guarantee to - 
month’s aoe to any pie ar 


at good: wages, with the See ti] 
public will be able to obtain splend 
at £5 5s. for the best quay, aa 
£2 5s. for the. inferior Chai nae) 


Phe Treasurer (Mr. 
to be particularly FS oriibee 
the Leader of the Opposition 
has adopted this 
method of bringing up the qu 
of old-age pensions. The | 
een ‘seems to overlook ae 


raise the question. 
hoped the Government would hav. 


some sympathetic consideration — 
rele 


that it will be considered. 234 is ee 


the right to choose our own ground. 
is the first opportunity, and, I ve 
suggest, see 8 a fuliables ches l 


28 aims er the old-age pensioners. 

pate started at 10s., and it took much 
stent advocacy before the then T'rea- 
sure! er (Lord Forrest) agreed to increase it 


‘Sete 


inue to press for a further increase. 


oe 
It is f 
pason for delaying the matter. It is 

rood to say to the old-age pensioners 
- that, owing to our enormous debts, and the 
terrific taxation, the Government are un- 
able to increase the allowance. Not only 
is there the case to which the Leader of 


“pension to the retiring Chief Justice, 


oe there is evidence of this Government 
£ ‘be! ng able to find\money for other pur- 
oe ty s and for other people. Just lately 
th re appeared in ‘the Commonwealth 
| Gazette a statement that approval had 
been given for the payment of an allow- 
4 nee at the rate of £200 per annum to 
r. T. Trumble, Secretary of the Defence 
Department, to.take effect from the Ist 
Be ‘uly, 1918. The newspaper paragraph 
: id— 
$eSe e 
ar wee Gace at the rate of £200 per 
num as from the Ist July, 1918, has been 
anted to Mr.. J. R. Collins,. Secretary of the 
; Commonwealth Treasury. ,Approval has also 
| been given to the payment oF war allowances as 


fro _ Ist July, 1918, at the rates per annum 
$ mentioned, to the following members of the 


£150; 3 Deputy -Postmaster-General in Sydney, 


a Melbourne, and Brisbane, £100; Deputy Post-~ 


a master-General in Adelaide, Perth, and Hobart, 
, ETB. ‘An allowance of £100 has been granted to 
——oM R. M. Oakley, of the Trade and Customs De- 
= x pa rt tment , for services rendered as Acting Seitip. 
iegGeiern! of Customs from 29th October, 
to 28th April, 1918. 


not complaining of the payment of 
allowances; I am not making any 
tion that these officers do not de- 
erve them; nor am I suggesting that 
Sutth ey are Unreasonable or unnecessary ; 
a: ob nt I do say that if the Government can 
ae nd money to make allowances to the 
: ee hief Justice and highly-paid officers of 
See pepartments, they can find money 

t a little addition to the old-age pen- 
| We on this side are not alone in 
ing appeals from old-age pensioners 
for so: aes, and I shall read 


ma” ay ee ¥ 
a. 


in Serban ‘on. hs Government the 
~The_ 


to 19 s. 6d. Since then we have not failed — 


tile to quote the scarcity of money ~ 


oF he Opposition | referred, namely, that of 
myself before then. 


rom which I get this information also. 


-not be hiaeed if we avail ourselves of it. — 


Pos naster-General’s Department: Secretary, 


tre > teers “~~? oh ae 
thy ee” re ah an ee Pe Pgh Ba . 
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‘ Snnciogtee eae 


aM ote old. man, whose case is typical, 


has written in a letter to me:— 


Prices have gone up, and are going up “ome- ee 
thing awful, and the pensioners who have no ~ 
outside help and nothing but the pension will  ~— 


-soon die of starvation. Per rsonally, it costs me as 


lis. per fortnight for my lodging, which in- as 
cludes dinner on Sunday and a cup “of tea with | Ke 
small slice of bread and butter in the morning. - 
Sunday dinner is the only meal which I get at fa 
all. For the rest, 4 lbs. of broken biscuit, 14 — sto 
lbs. of cheese, and a 1-Ib. packet of dried sul- & 
tanas, and 6d. ‘worth of chocolate in stickies a 
what has to see me through the week besides. 
It costs me ls. 6d. a week for my bad leg for 
ointment and lint. I am also paying off my — 
debt for some clothes, which will be done in ~ 
about four or five months, if I do not fail + — 


In face of facts like these we desire the 
Treasurer to consider the matter, and all © — 
he has to tell us is that we should not — 

introduce the subject to-day,but wait for 
some other time. ~ AE 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m. 


Mr, RILEY (South Sydney) [2.45].— 
I deeply regret the attitude taken up by = 
the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) in regard to the — 


amendment proposed by the Leader of =e 


>. hy 
i ‘ee 


Opposition (Mr. Tudor). This is the first ee 


opportunity we have had to record our 
votes in regard to the desirableness of in- 
creasing the old-age pensions, and we can- 
The amendment will at least show our 
supporters that we believe that an in- = 
crease should be made. ~ I thought ~ 
that the Treasurer would be pre 
pared to say that if the item were passed 
without a division he would. promise, — 
when bringing down the Budget, to make 
provision for an increase. Had that — 
prdmise been made I do not think theres: f 
would have been Any desire to press this 
amendment to a division. Whenever 
one meets an old-age pensioner, one hears” 
of the disability under which he labours 
because of the high cost of living. Surely — peak 
the Government can do something for. 
these people. I tell those who speak to sae 
me, on the subject that the whole Parhia-_ ete 
ment is likely to approve of an increase, — a 
and I believe there is no division of — a 


oa 
Pia 
ae 
= 
y 


opinion on the subject. These old people 
are not to blame for the increased cost of 
living. They are utterly helpless. They 


me LAS 


ee 
> +2 
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crease in the cost of living, 


_ [REPRESEN] 


- ~~ 


cannot: work so as to are the al- 
lowance, and every penny they spend is 
taxed. In Sydney even the very coal 
they use has been increased in price to 
2s. per ewt. How can they live on 12s. 6d. 
a week? It will afford them no satisfac- 
tion to learn that nothing can be done 
before the Budget statement is submitted. 
They are pinching themselves in the 
effort to eke out an existence, and the 
trouble is that the Budget may not be dis- 
cussed until the end of the year. 
This is not a party question.. When 
the last increase was made there was no 
division of opinion as to its advisable- 
ness. I am confident that the Committee ~ 
as a whole is sympathetic, and the Go- 
vernment should at least be prepared: to 
indicate that they will provide for an in- 
crease, not at the end of the session, but 
at the earliest possible moment. If our 
old-age pensioners were able to open COs 
the Conciliation and Arbitration, Court 
they would certainly obtain it. The 
pivot on which every case for an increase _ 
of wages has turned in the Conciliation 
and Arbitration Court has been the in= 
and in every 


instance the application has been success- 


ful. Our experience teaches us that this 
request is reasonable, and it should be 
granted by the Government. The honor- 
able member for Wimmera (Mr. Samp- 
son) had much to say about Mr. Lloyd 
George’s scheme of national insurance... 
No doubt that is an excéllent system, but 
it will not meet the present. situation 
here. The Government can find money 
for other purposes. As the honorable 
member for Brisbane (Mr. Finlayson) 
has pointed out, the salaries of certain 
officers of the Public Service have been | 
raised, yet we cannot secure an increase 
in the old-age pensions. 

Mr, Farxiner.—There would_be any. 
amount of money for -the old-age pen- 
sioners if the honorable member’s party 
would tackle the Public Service. — 

Mr. RILEY.—One thing at a time. 
Our old-age pensioners need immediate 
assistance, and the Government might 


ee 


very well ‘introduce a Bill next week pro+ 


viding for an increased allowance. Un- 
less we make a vigorous protest, how- 
ever, nothing will be done. T. shall vote 


thes intend to increase the « 


hauled * by 


after being on, 


= 
> ae 
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N 
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at: 
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for. the fen meri dra Sal 
censure on the Government atin 


financial sta 
itted. 
what use is it 


‘sions. 
Mr. Story. ~The 
has not yet been sub 
Mr. RILEY .—O 


all they have to do is Bi: ap 
belts,” as the Budget will be ae 
by-and- by, and they will then obta 
increase. Honorable members gen 
should support this amendment so_ 


tae gee ees a 
Mr. WEST (East Sxtnoy). a) 
The influenza epidemic, as h 
members are aware, has been very 
in Sydney for some time, and in 
ing out their ordinary duties certai 
ployees. of the Commonwealth 
been unduly exposed to the 
infection. Transports and vesse 
the Australian Navy ae 
Pp of Sydney. with cases [ 
fAluenza on board ‘have had to be 
Government e es = 
Cockatoo Island and Garden Island, « i 
yoard of them for only a — 
couple of days some of these men h 
fallen victims to the plague and 
died. The 2ncounter, after visitir 
-baul and other island ports, return 
Sydney with a number of cases on b 
After sixty of her men, who were suffe: 
ing from influenza, had been taken 
she was brought alongside Garden I. 
and within a few hours employees 
various establishments on the island 
called upon tc board her in order t 
‘out various works. Several 
men, including a carpenter, lo: 
lives: Postal officials are also r 
serious risks. Mail ships enterin; 
port of Sydney with cases of influenza 
board are at once sent into quar. 
but. postal officials have to board 
obtain prompt delivery of th 
Some of the mailmen who had to 
work have died from influenza. , an 
families haves also Be infeete 
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¥: t Beeld de: ost being ESE years of ge sud conditions of workmen’s “insurance 
the yx oungest an infant in arms; while would cover cases of. ‘this kind. 
_ another ‘man who, after working on one I do not think my appeal to the — 


of he vessels of the Navy for a day or 
vo, took ill and died, left a family of 
r. I naturally thought that in both 
ases assistance would be given by the 
responsible Department. The Postmaster- 
sGeneral (Mr. Webster) is prepared to Be 
as far as the departmental. régulations 
f Il allow, and is endeavouring to arrange - 
_ that six months’ pay should be given to 
é. the. widow of one of these mailmen. The 
L ER ery Department, however, is not oe 
ep ared to do anything of the kind. 
Sh that I received:to my Se 
for assistance for the family of one 
of | these men the Department virtually 
_ acknowledged its responsibility for his 
- death, and went so far as to state that 
“This case is one in which relief should 
be: given by some local charitable society, 
hes perhaps from a fund controlled by the 
- State Government.’? The Department, 
; __ while in this way practically acknowledg- 
- ing its liability, is attempting to’ throw its 
<f responsibility upon the State. My _con- 
_ tention is that every Commonwealth De- 
eo partment should shoulder its own respon- 
sib ilities. ‘There have been a number of 
5 une ths amongst employees at both Cocka-. 
oo Island and Garden Island, and their 
“relatives are certainly entitled to some 
ir Desecration. This Parliament agreed 
_ to.a grant to the widow of the late Major- 
General - -Bridges, and has’ provided also 
for a pension for the Chief Justice. I wish 
to show no dlisrespect to the Chief Justice 
_ —if he can secure a pension, by all means 
ie Jet him have it—but when I take: the 
Se « ublic platform to deal with the-short- 
_ comings of the Government I shaff have 
to ‘point out that, while a pension could be 
provided for him, the Government are not 
pre pared to grant a few hundred pounds 
For: the assistance of relatives of public 
i cgerwanta who have died‘as the result of a 
3 p sete 
: ary duties. I believe I am voicing the 
| © opinion of the gest mass of the people 
when I say that some hel should be 
« orthcomin for the mother of six young 
chi ildren, wh 
ploy of the Government, contracted a 
ase which brought about his death. 
my men are insured under the State 
aan: ce peck 


¢ 
AL 


e contracted while discharging their 


ose husband, sernlen in the em-. 


and I think that the. 


Treasurer (Mr. Wat!) should be turned — 


down. 
the 


The .Government must share 


responsibility for what is 


should be allowed to . reply to 
claim such as that made on behalf of this 


woman and her six children, with advice 


to-apply to a State charity. Any man 


with a family must go where his em- — 
If he rotueed to carry out | 
the wall of his official head, he would be 


ployment is. 


accused -of, , being a Bolshev ik, or a grass- 
hopper, or labelled with some “othias 
“opprobrious term. 

If I called a public meeting in Syd- 
ney, and went on the platform, 
Government. would find out the real 
state of public feeling on the 
tion of old-age pensions. I understand 


fully the position that the Treasurer-is 
in. 


_provision for the necessities of old- -age 
and. invalid pensioners. I¢ cannot be 
denied that ‘persons in high places get 
phenomenal pensions. When the Chief 
Justice took the position, he knew, as the 


other Judges knew, that no pensions were — 


to be provided... The Federal Parliament 
discussed the matter of pensions before 
any appointments were made, and laid 
down the principle that persons in the 
Commonwealth Public Service should re- 
ceive salaries which would allow. them to 


make provision for their old age, and that, fv 
no pensions should be paid. Some of us 
believed that the Federal salaries should — 


be fixed at a higher rate than tlie State 


salaries for similar work, so that Federal — 
public servants could make provision for — 


their declining’ years. That is a prin- 
ciple of which I approve. I feel that 
I have not trespassed unduly on the 


attention of the Committee, because it is — 
no trespass when one has a good case, as I 
I do not know who wrote the lattes ‘tes 


have. 


concerning the woman and her children 
to whom I have referred, but it was 


probably one of the officers in the Depart- ze 


ment, who thought he was expressing the 
spirit of the Government in office, and 


tak- — 
ing place, and no Commonwealth official — 
so 


the fe 


ques- — 


ae. 


Thos? 


He has the responsibility of finding — 
the money; but I am confident that the “Ss 
people outside would indorse any action — 
i took to force him to Make a little better. 


of the party Raion pa. Hg. we, ¢ on 
_ this fh were in power, no officerin any 
Commonwealth Department ‘would send 
a letter like that. If he did, and I were 


the Minister in charge of the: Depart- 


ment, I would ask him to look for a posi- 


tion. outside, and go to the State charity . 


that he recommended, to see if he would 
get. better treatment. there. Very few. 

members present have the knowledge iss 

have regarding the first steps taken in 

Australia to. introduce a system of old-* 
age pensions. Thirty-six or thirty-seven 
years ago, in the Labour Council of New 
South Wales, I moved that the Govyern-. 
ment should give a pension ‘to all old 
persons. I was laughed at. Even my 
eonfreres in the council laughed at the 
idea, and wanted to know where the money 
was to come from. I pointed out that 
even £5,000,000 disbursed from the State 
Treasury for the use of old persons in 
need would soon come back into the 
coffers of the State, and, in the meantime, 
give a- certain amount- of employment, 

particularly in primary production. How- 
ever, the press of that time took the. 
opposite view, and I was not successful. 
Honorable members opposite will have to 
go to the country shortly. How are they ~ 


going to justify their position when the — 


electors remind them that during the war 
the Government were able to raise a loan 
of £80,000,000 in Australia, and yet can- 
not find £500,000 to increase the old-age 
and invalid pensions? What will they 
say if they are reminded that they can 
always find money to provide big pensions 
and increased ‘‘ screws 
Public, Service? I believe in all public 
officers being properly paid; but how am 
T to justify that, in view of ‘the refusal of _ 
the Government to find money for the 
most necessitous class of the community, 
who bore the brunt of the battlé¥in the 
pioneering days, and the fruits of whose . 
efforts we are reaping to-day? IT felt 
aggrieved this morning to hear one. hon- 
orable member opposite talking about 
thrift. No working man to- day, even if 
he is earning £3 °10s. a week, can put 
anything aside for his old age. One of 


my daughters told me that the cheapest 
boots she could get for a child of sixteen 
and for a 


~ months old cost her 7s. 9d., 
_ Mr. West. 


" no opportunity to ventilate their 


’’ for officers in the ~ 


for “Peg eee 
bis face of figures like 
people with small wages save mot 
what right have honorable ned 
site to lecture us on t. 
‘Treasurer also lectured» us 1 
ing this question at the wrons 
The present is the right time. - *. 
nt has been closed for six ( 
snouts” and honorable members he 


ances. It is time there was a bette 
ing on both sides of the House in th 0 
ter of making a concerted ee to ¢ 
with the social and post-war 
which we neue Te) sadly neglected. 


‘the tpeliigen on both sides of the 
Is it not very genial? = «~ 
Mr. EST. —There 


ee" aan 
au cee 


ahoate ; 
unanimous feeling on both sides - 
“conditions as they exist to-day 
compatible-with Australian ideas. 
honorable members opposite tha 
they pay heed to what I have beer 
them, they will have very little 
of getting ‘pack here at the next « 


Mr. YATES (Adelaide) [2.45]. 
the eloquent. appeal of the he 


abe members opposite will vot 
amendment. We know full wel 


extra hos 6 etig more jae 
other section of the community. . 
‘does not. stop at them. It. ext 
those who to-day are in revolt. t 
it. sbhes feel it very Kounlset 


re oh to enable them Sy live mit hin 
amount they receive from the Com: 
wealth, the balanee has to come out of 
pockets - of the members of the : 
with whom they are domiciled. _ 
of living.is a a matter | 
“bated at great length. 


of those =e were. 30 Toudd in» 
ing during the war that the 3 
should be otters I indorse every 


te ee NO gy ea fe. Re aS ae is ee eS * a 

is Sone eee om ee ee ee ees . ae. 4 
upply Bit. ee: 27 June, 19103) a Pre a ae 
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Sh Sdacieakie member for South a Sonber of the Government, made it 
ey (Mr. Riley), who replied to the known that he was willing to take 100 
claim of the Treasurer (Mr. Watt) that per cent. of war-time profits, and this ‘ 
the Supply Bill simply contained amounts should have been done; but, while me 
‘re qu ired for commitm ts, and could not two months were occupied i in debating th a 
Se alte red. An old adage “says that while proposal, which resulted in 25 per cent. ~ 
grass is growing the steed is starving. . being taken, it only took six hours tem - 
y OP] ortunity should be: taken of impose a minimum tax of £1 on every um ge 
n, Gig Atsthe che people are feeling _marriedperson. At a later.stage [ in- 
caw keenly, and if the old-age tend to~bring forward some authentie = 
\sions cannot be raised by holding up” information in regard td this bachelor @ — 
: ply, at. least~some little recompense fax. Recently, a young girl in Adelaide, 
a | be given to the aged people by assur- who was in receipt of about £35 per. 
ing them that honorable members oppo- year, was notified by*the Taxation 
2 ate willing to support the. efforts of. Department that she was to be — 
s side of the Chamber, and force the penalized- for not submitting a re 
eee at to find the necessary funds turn under the bachelor tax. The 
vhere when the Budget is brought Department took into, account the 
1. Old-age pensioners feel they are keep the girl had in addition to the £35 
‘y y unjustly treated when on every oc-. per year. She appealed to a State 
 @asion a pension. is*asked for the Chief Labour legislator, who accompanied her 
_ Justice or oe one else who is to the Taxation Department, and was _ é 
zi h igh-placed is granted, whereas able to get them to forgo the penalty for 
— when ian x ae to their. pensions not submitting a return, but she was — 
as asked for they are told that they compelled to pay the £1 tax If she ~ 
3 onght- to have put something aside for remains a spinster for the rest of her hfe, 
thei ir old age. If that remark applies to and has to do day work to keep herself, 
hem, how ‘much wore should it apply to how will she be able to put aside enough y 
ir Samuel Griffith? Could he not have o keep her in her old age? Few honor-— 
3 something uside. for his old age ont able-members have-been in factories to ~ 
of his ‘£3,500 per annum? The condi- ‘%€® what work the employees are called 


ions under whieh _stonecutters and on to do for the pittances they receive, 
= = or know how the workers’ families are 


reared ; yet these workers are told to put ~ 
money ‘aside for a rainy day while they — 
are earning these pittances. The workers 
are advised in Adelaide to: put their ~ 
money in the. Bank of Thrift. Good 
. heavens; there is not enough money left —_ 
asked to live aye of pases and i, theend of the week to sot one’ ie hair 
¥: peels pemeiieas = t Cais Pi y a cut unless some necessity has been gone — 
Aaow much more snould a Unler Jus he without. Ministerialists will not be do- 
a: ece eiving such a princely salary be a i ing their duty to the country unless they 
to s set aside something for his old age? show that they are in accord with the re- 
as oes pension is asked for the next quest made by the Leader of the Opposi- 
ice Who retires, this House will pass tion (Mr. Tudor). Shortly after my Te @.- 
ill as readily as it did on the last turn from France, the old-age pensioners * 
- 0ce: sion. Ewea. absent 1 in France at that got to me very quickly. I received a $y 
oie letter from’seven of them representing 
Ke. pnieding ite of the states- numbers of others who had held a meet- — 
ma anship_ of “to- ‘day is the sharp dis- ing. These men have no families to keep 
tinc Hon which is drawn between the them. They can only turn to strangers se 
es. Prior to my departure for if the allowance made to them is not BE 
an remember the-lengthy debates sufficient for their needs. The letter they *— 
> W rar-time profits tax. An-honor- wrote is very illiterate, showing the class — 
mber now in Opposition, but then of person who is affected. They are not 


2 
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Srnes rt and his period of useful- 
‘ness is mostly ¢ cut short; bakers who hap- 
“pen to. get flour on their lungs have their 
Sr rking lives eut short by phthisis; yet 
thes 2 men during their. brief term of toil 
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of the ninety-nine safe a fold. mie ? Mr. ISIDIN: 
asked me to listen to their Appr ebens If society -does rote ook. vat 
endeavour, if ~possible, get some ponent, parts, more ? 
ameligration of their coll ommemeegnes have toiled to- “build up “ene ea 
“af the old’age pension is not sufficient to this country, and ‘make it. what 3 
provide for their needs, they have no~ day; and iff’ at “the close ‘of, the 
_ other course but to go. into some institu- tence, people are to be turned dr: 
tion where their liberty is taken away a amiserable pittance, those pe 
from them. It*is not every man’s op- no duty to society. oF 
portunity to go through life and have a” the argument, which, se nderst: 
com ae on which to live when he ca have been’ put. forward by the 
se: a Co ee “ssurer. (Mr. Watt), that this! 
TI have received a letter from a con- ment, whether negati ae affirm, 
stituent of mine who was leaded at cit a froct ‘ae amones ‘of ‘na pensio 
Oe ee one: ms peg eh appear” ‘fact remains that the Government 


ances, is in the. Seat stages of miner’s oa “¢ dich 
phthisis. He is in receipt of an invalid eee yr thoy ih “any prope 


pension of 12s. 6d. per’ week. He had _ ameliorate the conditions of. this pa 
two sons; one of them has ‘‘ gone west,”’ dar class. s ae Wie 
that _is ‘to say, he has been killed in the Mr. ATKINSON. —Cannot we w 
great war. The other is about to return the Budget is before us? Fes 
from overseas. His wife would have been © -Mr. CONSIDINE:—We Bee wa 


entitled to the full pound per week as a -t¢j] the funerals of those people. who \die 
pension for the loss of her son, but the from want of nutrition. - ee ieee 


father las had the pension reduced to : a 
15s. per week. .Thus, he: draws an old- Ar. Arkrngon, —Do* you expe 
age pension of 12s. 6d., and a war pen- question of pensions to be dealt w 
sion of lds., making £1 7s. 6d. in all, @ motion of this kind at EM, end : 
I went to his house. He had a stretcher, year! ra a Ee 
cs something that served as a washstand Mr. “CONSIDINE. __we e pec 
his bedroom; there was nothing in the. po dealt with at the end of a six mon 
ot other rooms. The kitchen contained recess, so that justice may be done 
a broken- -down table, and a box used as ¢Jng5 which comprises. a considerable Dt 
a seat. He had applied toca soldiers, “455, of the population, In Europ 


fund for the purpose of getting the elsewhere the whole social system 


money necessary to buy a ate fee and o, and th ] 
bedding, and fit up a room for the son 2 te b: DRODIG=at0 Aue 
who is returning from overseas, but he /°'°"> giving some indication eS 
had not been successful in his applica- may, expect in this country be 
Bue hones his raqueste 40 an poems er if the Government do n not look - 
wrote to the head of the fund, and I 156: interests of the people. The 
ie tat a he applies eeaid, reat get men and women of the world, 
some assistance. One son he has lost,~ ts 
and the other will return to find the ‘sent t patchwork system, and are 
father in a state of abject poverty, neces- C@trying the load. After all, 5; 
sitating his having to go,to some charit- ae the money for these old 
able patriotic fund in order to make at ‘Sons! It is not the gentlemen 
least a decent home for the son to come or the interests they represe t, 
into. This is an illustration of the con- the load, but the working’ 
ditions under which some of our people Women who produce the weal 
live. As long as we keep them to the who, at the close of thetn ye 
starvation-poverty line, which we are now nied a decent livelihood. 
doing, we are not acting justly to the ™embers opposite, who will vo 
community, and are not worthy of the this amendment, do not find t 
positions we hold. I hope the vote on for the support of. these Eo: 
the arendment will indicate the desire of like worn-out machinery, ai 
all honorable members to do a fair thing the ‘industrial. serap heap. ee 
by the indigent section of the comammuaetby _ that Bikes a long Tgeese- h 
Mr. Mites SA Nae . | Es . 
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aie not. achieve anything, even if it be Rretioukly to my soning to this House; 
san the fact remains that the working men 
. Preorr. _What did your party do and women require something to be done, 
_wl in power?_ and if the Government do not do it, 
c¢ Me : CONSIDINE.—I am_ not con- the people themselves will before long. — 
ce med: with what my party did, or did We all know that the cost of living has 
em do, _ and even if they failed to do gone up, and yet what is the adminis- 
“eve r) hing that~I am advocating at the tration of the Invalid and Old-age Pen- . — 
- ent time, it would not exonerate the sions Act? If an endeavour is made to 2 
< we overnment and their supporters. Such supplement the pension in any way, the ~~ 
- argument as that conveyed in the in- Miserable amount now allowed is cut 
‘ter Pection may appeal to the honorable down by 6d. or Is..6d., and thrift is 
KG Pe sar, but it does not appeal to me, or preached to people who can hardly get an 
pe to the working men and women of this eX1stence. We can manage to keep — 
~ eon : untry. If one party is as bad as the going, (but if we walk down the | 
- other, it will only drive those men and Street we will see some old lady shiver- 
~ women to get rid of both in order,to ing m the cold and endeavouring to 
0 tain what they desire. z get a living by selling matches and 
r. Preorr.— “Direct action”! boot. laces. Such a spectacle is not 


me CONSIDINE. ly may be that creditable to us, but, of course, the old 
iter mill take some sort of direct action, Be akon tee eh Soe the io Bu poe % 
{ fich 85 the party opposite took when i¢ “or anv, member of our family. But while 
ee was a matter of giving a pension to the Sad: aieleay i. Poread are oee spoke ae 
Chief Justice of Australia, a gentleman existence in the cold and slush, while we 
a who, with a salary of £3,500 a year, are living in comparative comfort, there — 
‘advises thrift fer the working classes, fare Nose bises a Sea et befhiiine a 
| After” ‘Sir Samuel. Grifhth has occu- someone belonging to us. Such a spec- ey 
pied his position for about twenty- . tacle as I have indicated is an indictment 
ve years, honorable members opposite against the system, and I am indicting 
| us that we must look after the poor it as one of the working class. I do not 
; old gentleman and see that his declining ¢sr6 which party is responsible; my in- 
: Pe are gilded with £35 a week to dictment is not against any particular 


enable him to struggle on, while the individual or party. Tsay that society, 
th men and women who produce the wealth 45 constituted to-day. is rotten from the 
_ of the country. are left to eke out an working-class point of view, and it has 
existence on 12s. 6d. a week. Honorable - got. to be changed, or the working men 
Sy members | opposite may explain, if they ind women-of this country will change.it 
can, why there is this difference between 4, yo é 
Bs the. treatment of the Chief Justice and 
that of our old men and women—why Question—That the item be reduced 
hey have done nothing to ameliorate the by £1 (Mr. Tupor’s amendment)—put. 
| nditions of our aged poor? The Committee div ided. ~ 
Mr. Arxryson.—What are the Go. Ayes .. rk Dae : 
ve ota asked to do by this amend- IN 66a) 6th ee kag - 
ee. . CONSIDINE. —Honorable mem- Maran 4. 
hare opposite are asked to express their me aes te 
disapproval of the present Administra- AYES. p 
te tion in not doing anything—not even Brennan, Frank McGrath, D. C. 
_— giving a promise. Charlton, M. Riley, E. hs 
oe -Considine, M. P. Tudor, F. G. 
ee “Mr. Arkinson.—On a Supply Bill? Gorboy, EB. W. Wallace, C. * 
Mr. Tupvor.—It has been done before Fenton, J.-E. West, 7 a 
on 7 Supply Bill. Finlayson, WF. Yates; G. E. 
Mr, CONSIDINE.—It is immaterial Mibnse ae Tellers: aur 
to B, as I said before, what the party Mathews, J. Pape ts ae 


this peice may have done or not done McDonald, GC. | ~ Watkins, D. b 
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Nogs. 
Archibald, W. O. Mackay, G. H~ 
Atkinson, L. | Maxwell, G. A. 
Bamford, F. W. Orchard, R. B. 
Bayley, J. G. Palmer, A. C. 
Best, Sir Robert Pigott, H. R. M. 
Boyd, Jv A. Sampson, S. 


Smith, Laird 
Spence, W...G. 
Watt, W. =A. 
Webster, W. 
Wise; G. H. 


Corser, E. B. C. 
Fleming, W. M. 
Foster, Richard 
Glynn, P. MeM. 
Greene, W. M. 

Groom, L. E. 


Leckie, J.. W. Tellers: 

Lister, J. H. Story, W. H. 

Lynch, J. Thomson, John 
PATRs. 

Anstey, F. Sinclair, H. 

Blakeley, A. Rodgers, A. S. 

Catts, J. H. Poynton, A. 


Lamond, Hector 


Mahony, W. G. 
Livingston, J. 


Nicholls, S. R. 
Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) 3. 14}. 
—I should like to know whether the 
moratorium is still in existence .in regard 
to the homes of soldiers’ dependants ? 

Mr. Groom.—Yes. 

Mr. Frnron.—We still have the right 
to protect these people? 

Mr. Wartrt.—A Bll is on the notice- 
paper to continue the Statute. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [3.15].—1If 
move— 

That Division 4, “ Department of Defence, 
Military, £222,374,” be reduced by £1. . 
In view of. the late hour, I shall make 
my remarks as brief as possible. J sub- 
mit the amendment as a protest against 
the Prussian methods of the Govern- 
ment, as shown in the Defence Depart- 
ment. We were under the impression 
that our soldiers went away to fight Prus- 
slanism. 

Mr. Freminc.—Do~ you know~ what 
Prussianism means? 

Mr. HIGGS.—Yes. 

Mr. Fremmnc.—You 
anything of it. 

Mr. HIGGS.—No; 
that when a civilian refused .to salute a 
Prussian officer he had. a sword put 
through him. = | 

Mr. FiLemine. 
part. of it. 


have not seen 


That is only a slight 


‘[REPRESENTATIVES. ] 


>. Mr. 


whether 


but hae read 


FES aa, cele Ue 


ber prepared to defend methods which - 


have been introduced into this country by 
military men who evidently have been 


the action of the 
authorities has been prompted by men in 


the Government who hope to raise the 


4 
copying Prussian tactics? I do not know | 
Military © 


HIGGS Ye. the Honora hia’ atari 


\ 
P 
‘ 


s 


pro-German cry against the Labour party, ”” 


or those of us who are objecting to this — 


procedure. ‘They want to call us pro- = 

Germans. . 
Mr. Tupor. They have. ee 
Mr. Warr.—The honorable. member 


knows in his heart that nothing of the ~ 


sort suggested has prompted the action. 


Mr. HIGGS.—Although the honorable 
gentleman might not do anything of the ~ 
kind, there are associated with his Go- — 


vernment men who would do, and who 
have done it. They have certainly called 
us pro-Germans. 


Mr. Warr—lI was referring to the sug- — 


gestion that the action had been prompted 
by the Government’ with the object of 
fastening that stigma upon the Official 
Labour party. 


Mr. HIGGS.—We shall see what will 
be the result of our taking up these eases. 
We are about to take up the cause of the 
Australian-born children whose fathers 
are Germans. 
about 40,000 Germans who have not been 
interned. 


Australia to escape the very Prussianism — 


that our boys went away to fight. 


There are in this country —— 


Thousands of them came to — 


“ 


sands of them are in Queensland. Many ~ aes 


‘of them were invited to go to Queens- 
diffi- 
‘As the honor- | ~ 
‘able member for Wide Bay (Mr, Corser) . 


land in the days when it was 


cult to obtain land there. 


knows, many of them had to go into the — 
hills and other almost inaccessible vlacaael 
to take up land. They proved to be sone 
citizens. "They married Australian girls,. 
and of such unions children have been - 
born. | 3 


Mr. Corser. 
have the best, land in Queensland. 


Mr. HIGGS.—And many of them in 
the olden days had to take up some of the — 


of those Germans 


_~ 


worst land. I have been supplied with yen 


f 

ey 

a 

a > x. 
y poesia: 


See! 8 Pad iiillee oe 
ne ee oes reie 

ote +, ed 
‘ “igh, Boat 
Suppl il (No. 1) 

up pl oO 

+ eet 
ote : ~ See 


aus “etter, which reads ‘an 


ss * Commonwealth Military Forces. . 
First, Military District Head-quarters) 
t' SPEER ares 27th May, 1919. 


, Boonah, Queensland. 


tis - possible that eS husband will be de- 
d. If so, you and your children will have 
company him, except under the following 


tions :-— 


were a British subject before your 
age you have a right to refuse to accom- 
your husband, and. you will be allowed to 
remain in Australia. . 

‘ 2, All childrén born in Australia have the 
right to remain here if they so desire. It will, 
& artes, be necessary for you to forward to 
thi is office immediately your certificate of mar- 
age and the certificates of birth of your chil- 
~ drer et the event of your not being able to 
produce these certificates, it will be necessary 
WG for you to supply this office with the date and 
e: ce of your marriage, and also the full 
Christian name and date and place of birth of 
ich of your children. Should the children _de- 
_ sire to stay here, though their parents are’ de- 

Pr: ported, they will have “to state their desire in 
writing. In exceptional cases the wife of an 
enemy subject may be allowed to remain in 


f ay 


_ Australia even if she were not a British  sub-~ 


ject before her marriage, in which case it is 
necessary that she state. ‘fully her reasons for 
ee not desiring to accompany her husband. 


(Signed) ‘J. Fmanvs, 


=p Does the Government approve of this? 
ee Bel oot 1 pa —Were these circu- 


z “HIces .—This was forwarded to 
as a copy of a circular sent to one 
n Feiiel residing at Boonah, Queens- 
: d. We wish to know whether the 
Government have decided upon this 
course of action. We hope to know whe- 
‘supporters | of ‘the Government 
- that Australian 
ren 1 are to be called-wpon to choose 
: “ ‘being deported, or being sepa- 
from their parents. 
r. Maxwar. —Is it a printed — cir- 


native-born 


r HIGGS. —My copy is in manu- 
t, but it is immaterial whether the 
nal circular is printed or type- 
en. Evidently the Acting Prime 
ster kiiows something about it, since 


eles UNE, 1919.) 


heard of the circular; 


r Captain Peetupenes Section, General Staff. i 


ye at t “ 
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he has said that the iteaine is Pane 
only to certain persons. 

Mr. Warr.—This is the first I have 
but the Govern- 
ment policy in relation to Germans in 
Australia has been laid down, and will be 


explained to Parliament at the right 
time. <i f- 
Mr. HIGGS.—It is monstrous that 


Australian children should have to choose 
between being sent out of this country 
or remaining here unprovided for. Has 
the Government any funds to provide for 
those children who choose to remain’? 
The country should be informed of what 
the Government are doing. But for the 
accident that a copy of this circular 
reached me, the fact of its issue might 
not have come before the public. The 
honorable member for Robertson (Mr. 
Fleming) may have seen some. dreadful 
things 
acts amounting to crucifixion were com- 


mitted on the battlefields—but is it to be Pes 


said that, because of what occurred over 
there, we should adopt Prussian methods 
in this country ? 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [3.23].— 


in France—I understand that 


The circular that has just been read by ; 


the honorable member for” Capricornia 
(Mr. lliggs) is of such a character that it 
should bring from the Acting Prime 


Minister (Mr. Watt) an immediate and “ESF 
definite reply. The honorable gentleman 


has told the Committee that the policy 
of the Government in regard to German 
residents in Australia has “been laid down, 


and will be put before the House at the’ 


proper time. As one who has not spoken 
during the present sitting, I rise to say 
that the matter opened up by this cir- 
cular should be viewed quite*apart from 
any economic or political question that 


has been mentioned in the course of this : 


or any other debate in the Parliament. 


There have been two historic cases in - 


which national outrages of the kind in- 
dicated have been perpetrated, and which 
have lived dishonoured in history. One 
was the great American case, which Long- 
fellow immortalized in his poem, ‘‘ Evan- 


geline,’’ and the other is the Prussian case ~ 


of more recent date. If this circular is to 


be interpreted as its wording would seem 
to justify, then some points which rather 
excuse the Prussian cannot be urged in ~ 
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extenuation of this case. 
means what it says—that military officers 
may enter the homes of people resident 


in this country—living under the delu-— 


sion that they are enjoying the protection 
of the British flag—and there demand the 
body of the father of the house, the al- 
ternative being that the Australian- born 
children must go with him out of this 
country, then the Prussian-has the ad- 
vantage over US. 
I do not accept everything that I have 
heard about the Germans; but accepting 
as true the statement that they deported 
women and children from France to work 


in Germany under conditionsthat have. 


been described to us, I say that this cir- 
cular, on the face of it, and without ex- 
planation or reply, coming at the end 
of the war, 
a greater outrage. The circular is signed 
by a military officer. It 1s official. 
It comes from the Defence Department. 
It tells the Australian mother to whom 
it is addressed that her husband may 
possibly be deported. It does not say 


why, because the military officer does not_~ the circumstances relating to the 


know. It does not say whether the hus- 
band will actually be deported, because 
the military officer dare not say that, and 


does not know whether this Government — 


will have the courage to back him up. 
But it holds the threat over the mother 


“as a cloud of terror for weeks and months, 
_and it holds this shadow of disgrace over 


the people of Australia for weeks and 
months pending a declaration of the 


‘policy of the Government. 


Most honorable members know that I 
am not a militarist, and do not favour 


resort to arms as long as that can be 


avoided. I am one of those who foresaw 
that, ultimately, this war would end in an 
upheaval—a great people’s revolution— 
against the spirit of militarism. , But 
while I do not believe, except in the very 


last resort, in recourse to ee I, never-_ 


theless, declare that if this oliey’ of the 
Government is put into effect, if an off- 
cer from the Defence Department is to 
go into an Australian home and take 
away the father of the house, separating 
him from his children because of the blood 


he has inherited, yea, even because of his 
sympathy with the people from whom he 
sprang, then that father, if he is worthy 


Mr. Brennan. 


a hs Oa pe a eet "ahaa 
Sie ete ge < ES ; wars. 
cats 6 ie os we 


ita this Eeaaliee : 


mittee of the arrangement that was 


strikes me as constituting — 


either in general br in detail, oppor 


2 Whatever arrangement has be 


_epensen Te \TIVES 


- Pirie 


a Seagate 
of the” name of mart at al 
‘prepared to stand at his own doo 
shoot the despoiler like a firs 
Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Pr 
Minister and Treasurer) [3.27].—I s 
not indulge in any reply to the hero 
the honorable member for Batman 
Brennan), for the simple reasor 
yesterday an arrangement was_ ma 
tween the Government and the ( 
tion that this Bill would be disp 
“by 3.30 p.m. to-day. - oh ah a 
Mr. Brennan.—What do. I care a 
your arrangements in a matter 
kind ? | : 
Mr. WATT.—I am informing the Cor 


There is a perfectly sound answer t 
honorable member for Capricorni 
Higgs). The Government for 
months—and I make this brief sta 
for. the information of the Committe et 
have been studying the question — 9 ie 8 
Germans in Australiag We appo 
first of all, a committee, consisting 
departmental heads who knew — 


mans, and presided over by oo 


commendations in relation to Germa: 
Britain, with the object of ascerta 
how far the’ policy of Britain was. sui 
of application to the policy of Au 
The Government was thus assisted 
deliberations by reterenare a 


Movil oe at certain” Gres “ree 
them, but these will not be ee f, 
ated. The report of that committ 
the decisions of the Government i 
will be laid before Parliament. 
orable members desire to disc 


will be afforded them to do. 8O. 
all I can say at present. | 

Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) TB. 5) 
fully expected the Acting Prime ] 
(Mr. Watt) to say whether the 
the circular referred ‘to was a i, 


it, ‘or whether it has. been. ee 


s 


military official on his own responsibi it 


an) er ee 


oe - or) 
Su ply a 


ase amet 
the parties to ges ids debate at 
3.¢ 0. at not be allowed to prevent us 
Jf om . getting information on a question 
pf this ‘sort, I have no sympathy with 
the a Abrocities committed by the Germahs, 
but I quite agree with the views ex- 
I d by the honorable member for 
— Ca ricornia. (Mr. Higgs). We were told 
, tha ; we set out in this war to kill the 
* milita ary spirit; but when I see a military 
official daring to put his signature to a 
sular of that character, I fear that we 
are creating here /something more dan- 
- gerov 18 than what we have killed in other 
: count tries. To me the idea of separating 
 Australian-born children from their 
mothers and fathers is most repugnant. 
| ow ihe line there are any number of boys 
Ww. o have fought most gallantly for us 
in this war, but whose fathers were Ger- 
_ mans, “although their mothers were Aus- 
_ traliar s. You could find them in every 
battalion, and lads never. gave better 
Bee vios- than those lads did. The 
ee test this war has gone on ‘the stronger 
has grown the military spirit in this 
cou ntry. The military officials here will 
€ ot trouble to ask the authority of Minis- 
e “te s, or any one else. Give them an inch 
cand they will take a mile.- They will 
invade homes here without question if 
= they get the opportunity. I shall not be 
Si lent When the military or the Govern- 
“ment issue instructions of that character, 
4 no r can I believe that honorable members 
opr posite will be silent. 


Ea: ‘Mr. Corsrer—Nobody knows what the 
“ree ord of the man was. 


y _ Mr. McGRATH. —Whatever his re- 
c cord, - eannot forget that the mother is 
an Australian, and that the children 

re born in Australis: I also remember 

: I ert of the policy of the supporters 

7 a Government was a wholesale 
Si cheine of immigration. ‘They were ever- 

ly erying to people to come here 

“from Germany. ~ Mr. Hagelthorn, at one 

time Minister for meee in Victoria, 
st only a few years ¥go that we should 

Australia with-Germans. Those 

: et e people who invited the Germans 

to ae here. 

jorseR.—Those men are not going 


I 
es 
i 
\4 i - 
. 


- ae 


or 
Woe; 
v 


_ flood 


(No. 1) - er Foe 39194) 
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_Mr, - McGRATH. —You are doing — 


worse than that. - You are going to de- 


port the little children, or separate them 
I do not stand up — 


from their parents. 
here for any of the things done by the 
Germans during the war; but I am not 
going to sanction this country becoming 
as bad as Germany. When we give people 
the protection 
should. mean something, but nothing 
worse than the policy set out in this cireu- 
lar could be done under the German flag. 
We should be unworthy of our position 
as representatives if we did not insist on 
a proper settlement, before this session is 
much older, of the question of deportation 
generally, the question of imprisonment 
without trial, and the case of the boys in 
prison on the other side of the world. 
We ought to make this chamber ring with 
our opposition to the things that have 
been done. The Acting Prime Minister 
has given this afternoon a flippant answer — 
to a most serious question. Surely we 
are not going to be treated like children. _ 
The other side may have the majority 
now; but a general election is looming ~ 
near, and I guarantee that the love of 


freedom that animated and inspired our — ; 


boys to go abroad still exists. They are 


still prepared to see that the freedom — 


which they fought for is extended to the 
people living in this country—not freedom 
to abuse our hospitality, but freedom to 
live in accordance with the promises 
made to them when they came here. We 
must see that Australian-born children 
are not separated from their parents, 
and thrown on a cruel world to starve, 
hated because of the b!ood that is run- 
ning through them, but which they can- 
not help. In our hearts. we do not 
blame a German here for being sympa- 
thetic towards his country. If I had 
been in Germany, I would have been 
sympathetic with Great Britain in the © 
struggles and it is natural that men 
should sympathize with their fatherland 
or mé@therland. - Perhaps, in an un-. 
guarded’ moment, Germans here gave ex- 


pression to their sympathy ; and now we 


are cruel enough to visit our revenge 


‘upon the Australian mother and her little 


children. I sincerely hope that we shall 
have from the Acting Prime Minister a_ 


of the British flag, ito 


ea 
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definite declaration that that circular is 
not only repudiated, but withdrawn, and 
that we shall insist on children not being 
separated from their parents. 

Mr. CORBOY (Swan) [3.37].—I have 
no desire to break the arrangement re- 
garding the passage of the Bill, but I 
also feel that important matters have 
been very flippantly pushed aside. I am 
disappointed that the Government have 
not announced a definite intention to re- 
view the sentences and refund the fines 
imposed. on Australian soldiers abroad. 
The honorable member for Robertson 
(Mr. Fleming’) a few minutes ago asked, 
by interjection, if we knew what Prus- 
slanism was. I saw a, little of it, and 
one incident in particular stuck in my 
mind. A man crimed for a very trivial 
offence was awaiting punishment. He 
was ill) We had to make a long march 
from one part of the line to another. 
He paraded ill before the doctor. The 
colonel of the battalion, who was not a 
doctor, said that the man was malinger- 
ing. They got a rope and tied him with 
it behind a limber. They told him to 
march, and he could not march; and 
they dragged him for miles behind that 
horse limber, along cobblestone roads. He 
was cut and bleeding ‘and half dead. 
The colonel and the adjutant rode back 
to him and asked, ‘‘ Will you march 
now }”’ He said, ‘‘I cannot march, I 
am too ill.’’ They said, ‘‘ We will break 
your spirit; we will make you.’’ They 
took him up and lashed him breast high 
with the rope up against the back of the 
cart, and dragged him along in that 
manner. That is Prussianism for you, 
and it happened in an Australian bat- 
talion. It was my own battalion, and 
my own colonel and adjutant were the 
guilty officers. What greater Prussianism 
could there be than that? At the end of 
the journey, that man was thrown into 
gaol for a tzivial offence. 

Mr. Fenton.—No wonder some of the 
officers were shot! — ‘ 

Mr. CORBOY.—It is no wonder. 
There were many instances of men being 
sentenced to long terms of imprisonment, 
or fined large sums of money, for cffences 
that a civil-magistrate would have dis- 
missed with a caution or a fine of 2s. 
6d. Every one who has been in the 
Army is aware of these cases, and knows 


them to be true. We should have had an 


announcement that the Government in- 


tend to appoint a Royal-Commission, or ~ 
some other body, to review the whole cf 


the sentences and fines of. any magnitude 


imposed on Australian soldiers, and to ~ 
see that the sentences now being served 
are reviewed, and refunds made in cases 
where men have been go heavily fined as 


to suffer financial embarrassment. 
Mr, Maxweti.—Would the evidence 

be.avallable? : 
Mr. CORBOY.—Yes. The-colonel who 

was responsible for the case of Prus- 


sianism I mentioned returned to civil life — 


in Western Australia. Another of our 
officers, who was a man, drove him out of 
the State, because that guilty 


officer | 


knew that his life would be taken 1f he 


did not get away; but he is still in Aus- 
tralia, and still available for punishment 
for that horrible crime. ae cane 

The question of devortations has been 
raised. 
in Australia for thirty-six years 
naturalized -for thirty. 


and 


speak German, although he could still 


IT know a German who has been — 


When the war - 
broke out, he had been so long away: 
from his-natiye country that he could not 


read and write it.. He was a widower, — 


with a daughter of twenty-one, Aus- 
tralian born, of an Australian mother. 


That man is being deported very shortly, — 
and his daughter cannot get a permit to a 


accompany him, so that there is to be an 


enforced separation between those two, : 
who have no others in the world. Right 


here in Australia, we have Prussianism to_ 


deal with, and that Prussianism is being 


played with by the Defence Department — 


of Australia. 


Question—That the item be reduced by og 


£1 (Mr. Hieas’ amendmént)—put. The 
Committee divided. : | : 
Ayes ay 
Noes 27- 
Majority : 


gfe 
AYES., 2 


McDonald, C. 
McGrath, D. C. 


Brennan, F. 
Charlton, M. 


Considine, M. P. *: Tudor, F. G. 
Corboy, E. W.. ~ | Wallace, OC. t 
Fenton, J. E. West, Jub. = 
Finlayson; W. F. ° Yates, G. E. ~ 
Higgs, W. G. Tellers: 
Maloney, Dr.° Page, J. 
Mathews, J. Riley, E. 


wr ee ae Pee 
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umford, F. w. Maxwell, G."A. sented :— — 
ley, J. G. Orchard, R. B. Air Ministry—Synopsis of British Air _ 
, <i ee Pigott, H. R. M. Effort during the war. (Paper presented 
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mB. O, Smith, Laird Public Service Act—Appointment of P. W. — 
a an -.__ | Spence, W. G. Mitchell, Department of Trade and | “5 
r, Richard Watt, W. A. Customs. 
P. McM Webster, W. 
ME. Wise, GH. ADJOURNMENT. 
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asia rare PoRTATIONS: Case or Paut Frerman. 
Poynton, A. Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 


Lamond, Hector 
Livingston, J. 
McWilliams, W.. J. 


piss Question 30. i colved au the negative. 
ae Amendment megatived. 
e an: 


was my desire to speak on military mat- 
a ers, and on the question of internees, 
> but, having regard to the assurance of 
Aaa 8 he Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) 
_ that opportunity would be given to dis- 
% at nss. these subjects early in the. session, 
| in order to honour the promise given 
he Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) that the Bill would go from here 
as! > the Senate - this i ftetiiodn. I did not 
ce the opportunity of speaking before 
the » division was taken. J make these re- 
m2 ona ‘s now in ordet to explain my silence. 
Sol ck hedule agreed to. 
ee reamble and title agreed to. 
ee: Bi _ reported without amendment ; re- 
ae 
a | read a third fmencsoe on 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 


linister >and ~ Treasurer) — [3.52].— 
_leave)—It is a frequent prac- 
Bo... Make arrangements between 
ee of the Opposition and 


Government for the disposal of 
a Bul. In this case, the arrangement 
was te deliver the goods to the Senate at 
3.30 o’clock, and I quite appreciate the 
fact that ‘the Leader of the Opposition 
anc d_his colleagues in authority in the 
ty, did their very best to carry out 
‘ir Part of the contract. I have no 


0c cuvied, and the difficulties _ 


it 


YATES (Adelaide) [3.50]—It 


~Postmaster-General (Mr. 


with Baeeaed, to getting the mea- 


Minister 
move— 

That the House do now adjourn. 

On Wednesday, the first three motions on 
the business-paper will be advanced to 
such a-stage as will enable Ministers to 
introduce and explain _three measures, 
and permit of the House debating them 
at the following sitting. The next. busi- 
ness will be the discussion of the Minis- 
terial statement. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [3.50].—I 
regret to have to inform the Acting 
Prime Minister and -the House that the 
Webster) deé- 
clines to come into the chamber to hear 
my remarks on a matter of urgent import- 
ance. 
him, and asked him to come into the 
chamber, but he says that he is too busy. 
No Minister ought to be so conceited or 
swelled up by his own importance as to 
decline to come into the chamber. 

Mr. Groom.—He may have a special | 
reason. 

Mr. HIGGS.—He says that he is too 
busy, but I say that his place is in the 
pales Since he declines to come in, 

I.ask the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Watt) to be good enough to take action. 
He takes the view, I believe, that the 
government of the country remains in 
Australia, although the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) is abroad, and I ask him 
to intervene and prevent a grave injustice 
in the Central Post Office, where certain 
femporary telegraph operators have been 
told that they must cease work on 


and Treasurer) [3.49|—1I 


Monday next, although there is) plenty 
of work for them to do. Through 
his mistaken views on economy, 


hate by 
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ecrnpiited by the ncteneeeee he eee ‘ 
the departmental officers to save pieces 
of string, and write on the backs of used 
envelopes, the Postmaster-General is now 
apparently going in for boy labour, al- 
though in olden times, “when -he. was a 
Labour member, he used to deprecate, 
‘and endeavour to prevent that sort of 
thing. I understand that boys have been 
taken on in the office, and that many 
officers have been discharged, although 
.some of them are Ee Ba men, whose 
“sons have gone to the Front. In some 
cases the sons have been killed’” I am 
sure that the great majority of the sol- 
diers who went to the Front would not 
be in favour of the discharge of the 
fathers of men who enlisted and went 
abroad, in order even to find places for 
returned soldiers. I am quite satisfied 
that if the matter were put to the Re- 
turned Soldiers Association, they would 
agree to allow the fathers ofssons who. 
went to the Front to remain in their em- 
ployment. I hope that the Acting Prime 
Minister will intervene in this matter, 
and prevent any injustice being done. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.52|—I hope 
that no action will be taken in the mat- 
ter until replies are given to the letters 
which have been sent to the Acting 
Prime Minister dealing with it. Men are 
affected who have given valuable service 

_to the Postal Department for nearly five 


years, and who qualified by passing ex- 


anrinations long before the war broke out. 
Altogether 700 went up for examniation, | 
both | junior and senior. Usually the 
list of successful candidates is marked 
with double the number required, but 
only thirty-nine received a sufficient num- 
ber of marks to render them eligible for 
permanent appointment, and ten out of © 
twenty” were permanently appointed. 
Subsequently Mr. Fisher brought in his 
minute stating that there were to be no 
further permanent appointments during 
the war, so that the men who went up 
for efamination, and afterwards enlisted, 
would not be at any disadvantage on 
their return in the matter of promotion. 
The men affected are those who have car- 
ried on the work of the Department for 
the four years of the war, and saved 
thousands of pounds more than could the 
‘Minister, who will not come in here to 
No Minister is’ 
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Department in his presence 
spect, we owe a duty to the 5 

I may say that, so far as 1 know w, not 
who passed: the examination is an. 

of mine, and I am nate Be : 


teered for enlistment, ‘pat were. ir 
down, and they are now told they m 
leave the bead Stag Ne Though th Ac 


agree on eee political, Ts know | 
ean trust him to have a full inqui 
to deal fairly with these men. | 


ister for Defence) [4.0].—The otk 


soldiers being required | to train i 
‘There must _ have re 


Mr. CONSIDINE es tw 
desire to briefly refer to the case | 
Freeman. I hav 


from Mr, Brookfield, 


in Martin-place, Sydney, on Wedne 
night last, the Government was urged 
immediately release Freeman on bail, 
further, that substantial bail by j 
nent citizens is available. I do no 
to go into the details 6f this case 
orable members, and the Acting 
Minister (Mr. Watt) especially, 
that public feeling has ~ 
connexion with the 
various deponanar 


aC] 


whole question of deportations, but, 
to domestic trouble, I was not ab 
here yesterday, and the arran 
entered into precluded my discus: 
matter under the Defence items 
Supply Bill. Will the Actin 
Minister accede to the request 
the mass mee ane of citizens — 


people! We wk the Governm 
steps to give public trial, n 
Freeman, “but to all others: sir 
ated. The Ean ineiden 
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cular ‘one, which hie drawn. CHEMO aN is only fair to say that he 

more forcibly to the whole question of de- was good enough to see me a few — 

portation from Australia than, perhaps, days ago, and place at my disposal all 

oy other ease could. But although Free- the information he has relating to it. 

man has been treated so vilely, he has been In reply, I have prepared a memorandum 

“pa ticularly fortunate in having public for his consideration. I- hope that the 

pinion roused on his behalf; other poor claims of these men will not in any way 

ils have been deported without any be prejudiced by the fact that the Post- 

able at all. I am ‘well aware that'the master-General (Mr. Webster) has not 

Acting Prime Minister’s reply to the hon- thought fit to hear a statement of the casey 

_ orable member for Bourke (Mz. Anstey) — this ‘afternoon. This matter was, in the 

erday is merely a reiteration of the first place, dealt with by Mr. F isher, as 

tement of the Acting Minister for De- Prime Minister, in 1915, when he gave 
(Senator Russell) in reply to what I conceive to be a most definite as-- 

Bike ender of the Opposition (Mr. surance in regard to these men. ~ On-the 

~ Tae mdb). myself, and others who present occasion I will content myself a 

‘waited on him’as a deputation. We with sincerely hoping that the Acting © 

f Sethe that evidence is available that Prime Minister, regarding this -as a 

a eeman is German. Well, I worked. matter concerning his own Department, 

Ww ith ‘Freeman in Broken Hill for years,” and regarding the pledges given by his 

on and, so far as I am any judge, if he is predecessors, a] faithfully peruse the 

ig anything he is American, for he speaks evidence, and that, before he comes to a 

me W ith a. pronounced American accent. decision adverse to the men, he will hear 

iat his origin is I do not know, but I a number of members who are anxious = 

do _know that he went to Queensland, and to put the case further to him, if neces- — % 

there j is grave suspicion that certain min- sary, as a deputation. I hahieee that the “a= 

LF pie magnates are interested, or were in- honorable gentleman proposes to give his 

peda in getting rid of him. He dis- personal attention and consideration to 

~ covere ed a good copper “show,” and was the weighing of the evidence, and I am. As 

ngaged on it when, after the Armistice, ¢ ected that, if he does so, these men 


ag 


he was shanghaied: out of the country. will be reinstated, for some of them have 

ve There has been no publie 1 inquiry, he has already heen peal . pa 

not. t been placed on trial, and has had no Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [4.9].— 

_ opportunity to cross-examine those who [ should like the Acting Prime Minister — 

pape ae ra im motion, or to otherwise (Mr. Watt) and the Postmaster-General : 

defe hi self. Will the Acting Prime (Mr. Webster) to ascertain whether it is 

i inister state definitely whether Freeman true that orders have been given outside 

ey: ill be given a trial and allowed out on Australia for the manufacture of com- 

stantial bail, if necessary, pending in- mon~battery boards, which were pre- 

tigation of the reason for his deporta- viously supplied within this country. If 

me on? work is to be sent outside, it stands to’ 

Bar: BRENNAN (Batman) [4.6]—I reason that there will be ot for fewer 

e to support what has been said by the employees in the Department. 

or of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), Tf honorable members look at Hoard 

he honorable member for Capricornia of 1st September, 1915, they will see that 

Mr. Higgs), relating to postal elec- Mr. Fisher, the then Prime Minister and 

Pes cians. I should not have spoken but Treasurer, in dealing with the amending 

for the fact that the question has been Public Service Bill, made two solemn ~— 

. raised this afternoon. promises to the postal electricians—that 

_ Mr. Hices——I-have been again in- none would be discharged, and that their 

for med that temporary telegraph opera- case would be dealt with nine months 

tors are ‘instructed to cease work on after. the conclusion of the wars Speak- 
Mond “ ‘ ing legally, the war is not yet ended, and, ~ 

M a BRENN AN.—That may Be so. I therefore, under that promise, ae Rey af 
now it is a matter for the Acting their services being dispensed with, these — 
me Minister (Mr. Wait), and - men ought to be still employed. 
. wha pes a 
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Mr. WATT (Bulsdave Seen Pana 1 


Minister, and Treasurer) [4.10].—The 
case to which the honorable member for 
Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) referred ‘is, sO 
think, different from that in the minds of 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 

Tudor) and the honorable member for 
Batman . (Mr. Brennan). I -know no- 

thing of telegraph operators being dis- 
scharged, and I will see that the matter is 
referred to the Postmaster-General for 
consideration. I regret to hear that the 
honorable member for Capricornia thinks 
that the Postmaster-General would not 
come into the House simply because this — 
matter was to be mentioned. 6 , 

Mr. Hiees.—No; but I say it is a gross 
discotrtesy which no Minister has ever 
before committed. 

Mr. WAT'T.—I can only say that the 
Postmaster-General, at my request, has 
occupied a seat at this table when I could 
not be present during the discussion of 
Supply, although he much desired to be 
busy in his Department. The honorable 


gentleman has done service, penance al- ; 


most; and I do not think there has been’ 
any discourtesy on his part. The brevity 
of the Postmaster-General’s remarks may 
sometimes upset the composure of hon-— 
orable gentlemen opposite, but I am sure 
that if we look him up and down we can 
discern no discourtesy written on the 
lineaments of—his noble features or his 
marble brow. The Leader of the Oppo- 
sition (Mr. Tudor) wrote about the case 
__ of the postal electricians, and the honor- 
able member for Batman (Mr. Brennan) 
has dealt with that case, because, I under- 
stand, several of those concerned are in 
his constituency. 
Mr. Brennan.—-Do not say that it is 
because of that I have spoken. 
Mr. WATT.—If that is thought to be - 
a suggestion of an improper motive, I beg 
to decline the theory, because I think 
every member is entitled to speak for his 
eonstituents; indeed, that is primarily 
why he is here, At first, this appeared to 
me to be a departmental matter for the 
Postmaster-General. The issue was first 
raised by the honorable member for 
Batman, and it has involved the 
history of. a number of promises from 
Prime Ministers, which do seem to De 
r thes, faith of ‘former Administrations. 


ifronted sete redundant officers 4 ine 


known. 


“us either. 


With the Age of ed ole ining 
“facts were, I asked. the Prime 
Department to put them in - 
and when es was received ee: 


Sau fering with the Postmaster 
in order to ascertain his views, 
time to consider the two or three CC 
cations in the matter. All I can 
that I propose to do this at the 
portunity, and see where I think th | 
of the Government lies. I am su 


staff, but hb has a paibhG ember ot i. 
we all have, to run his Department a 
should be. I know that he has been 


roll while doing nothing, 

Mr. Tupor.—That is not ‘the 
in this case. 
Mr. WATT.—I am not ore 
s, but I say that the Postmaster- 
has been confronted by unpleasai 
in two or three cases, and has sia 
unpleasant things. 
may ei that the matter will be i : 


As to the case of Paul “Peden 
honorable member for the Barrier 
right © to expect me to get up ¥ 
notice ~ and extemporaneously dea 
it, and I do not propose to do so. — 

“Mr. ConsIDINE.—I specific 
ferred to the eine of bail. 


Be caiaee’ it has been he subject si 
hon. in pidge I am not at a 


ate. Otek alt will, hav 
made stronger, Se 
Mr. WATT. * That oe 
The merits of tl 
what concerns the Governmen: 
do not propose off-hand to pro 
an issue such as has been r 
esta resolved in th 
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